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Secretary  Byron  Matthev/s 

Executive  Office  of  Communities  and  Development 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA   02201 

Dear  Secretary  r'atthews: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  the  West  Brcadv/ay 
Commercial  Area  Revitalization  District  Plan  for  your  review  and  approval. 

West  Broadway  is  the  most  active  neighborhood  commercial  district  in  South  Boston 
and  provides  the  corrjiiunity  with  a  variety  of  gccds  and  services. 

In  addition  to  approximately  100  business  establishments,  the  West  Broadway  CARD 
also  contains  medical  and  professional  services,  social  clubs,  and  the  offices 
of  the  City's  South  Boston  Little  City  Hall  and  Housing  Improvement  Program. 

The  Authority  considers  the  West  Broadway  CARD  Plan  to  be  an  innovative  and  crucial 
component  of  the  City's  future  development  strategy  for  one  of  its  m.ost  important 
neighborhood  business  districts. 

I  look  forward  to  your  timely  approval  of  the  West  Broadway  CARD  Plan. 


Robert  J 
Director 


NEST  BROADWAY 

APPLICATION  FOR  DESIGNATION  A3  A  CARD 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

PAGE 

HISTORY  OF  T"IE  aRSA 2 

2  03-CARD  DESIGNATION , 4 

Location 4 

Types  and  Numbers  of  Stores 4 

West  Broadwa  '  CARD  Boundary  Map 

physical  Condition  and  Visual  Analysis 5 

CARD  Land  Use  and  Zoning 5 

'West  Broadway  CARD  Land  Use  Map 

CARD  Area  Zoning  Map 

CARD  Area  Neiyl-.bor hood  Map 

Traffic  and  Parking 7 

Market  Trends 7 

204-RATIONALE    FOR    CARD    DESIGNATION 9 

2  05-STATEMENT    OF    PLAN    OBJECT  FTES 9 

2  06-   '.JEST    BROADi;AY    PLA.N    STRATEGY 10 

Public    Ir.ipr overrent 3 11 

Land  Use  and  Design  Controls 11 

.  General  Character  of  Developirient/Redevelopment .  11 

Federal/state  Financial  Incentives 12 

Local  Financial  Commitment 12 

2 07-FINDING    OF    C0NF0R!4ANCE    WITH    OTHER    LOCAL    PLANS.  .  1 5 

2  03-CITIZEN    PARTICIPATION 17 

2  09-LOCAL    IMPLEyj::mNG    AGENCY 18 

210-SVIDENCE    OF    PUBLIC    HEARING 20 

211-CITY    COUNCIL    RESOLUTION 23 

212-OPINION    OF    COUNSEL 25 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Boston  Public  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/applicationforde1979bost2 


HISTORY 

Historically,  West  Broadway  in  South  Boston  has  sxoeriancad  a  pattarn 
of  developtrent  not  unlike  many  older  neighborhood  commercial  areas  located 
near  the  City's  core.  The  combination  of  the  construction  of  Boston's  street- 
car system  and  nationwide  changes  following  World  War  II  resulted  in  a  growth 
pattern  that  many  older  neighborhood  business  districts  are  only  now  beginning 
to  recover. 

The  extension  of  the  streetcar  lines  down  Broadway  in  the  late  ISGO's 
brought  about  rapid  residential  development  followed  by  commercial  activities 
which  slowly  purchased  the  majority  of  space  to  serve  new  arrivals.  As  a 
result,  Broadway  evolved  into  a  strio  of  commercial  uses  from  what  is  now 
Broadway  Station,  to  the  junction  of  West  and  East  Broadway.  Durina  this 
period,  this  district  enjoyed  a  healthy  economy  as  these  concerns  were  both 
within  walking  distance  of  most  residences  and  close  to  the  transDortation 
system. 

Like  many  urban  neighborhood  business  districts.  West  Broadway  suffered 
a  severe  setback  after  World  War  II  due  to  extensive  highway  construction, 
widespread  automobile  ownership  and  the  availability  of  Government  insured 
mortgages  for  housing.  At  this  ooint  an  "exodus"  to  the  suburbs  began  and 
South  Boston's  pooulation  droooed  from  some  60,000  residents  to  the  33,000 
of  today. 

Despite  oeriodic  economic  slumps  and  comoetition  from  neignborina 
and  suburban  shopoing  centers,  West  Broadway  has  managed  to  sustain  a 
fairly  healthy  climate.  South  Boston's  population  has  remained  stable 
at  acproximately  38,000  since  1970  and  indicates  strong  belief  by  the  residents 
in  remaining  in  the  neighborhood  as  housing  and  transportation  costs  in  the 
suDurbs  scar.  The  future  develccm.ent  of  the  South  Boston  Naval  Annex  oy 
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the  City  and  the  development  of  other  vacant  and  underutilized  parcels 
in  the  northern  sector  should  produce  a  projected  3000+  new  jobs  within 
the  next  ten  years.  This  in  addition  to  South  Boston's  physical  proxirnity 
to  the  downtown  should  make  South  Boston  more  attractive  to  reside  in. 
West  Broadway  is  served  by  the  nearby  Red  Line  at  Broadway  Station 
and  buses  which  run  from  the  station  to  West  Broadway  as  did  the  oriqinal 
trolley  cars.  This  district  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  three  banks  and 
a  Purity  Supreme  Supermarket  with  parking  as  the  focal  Doints  of  activity. 
Many  of  the  shoppers  and  nearby  residents  who  walk  to  shop  at  West  Broadway 
are  following  a  pattern  set  by  their  parents  years  before. 
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203-  CARD  DESCRIPTION 

Location 

The  West  Broadway  Commercial  Area  Revi talization  District  is  located 
entirely  on  West  Broadway  from  "D"  Street  to  Perkins  Square  (junction 
of  West  and  East  Broadway). 

Types  and  Number  of  Stores 

West  Broadway  is  the  most  active  retail  neighborhood  commercial  area 
in  South  Boston  and  provides  the  community  with  a  variety  of  goods  and 
services  within  its  parameters.  There  are  approximately  100  businesses 
located  within  the  area  including  a  major  suoermarket  with  parking,  a 
chain  discount  and  ice  cream  store,  three  banks,  a  new  West  Broadway  Cinema, 
two  drug  stores,  three  furniture  stores,  department  stores,  dry  cleaning 
shoos,  various  small  restaurants,  taverns  and  other  smaller  retail  concerns. 

In  addition.  West  Broadv/ay  has  the  Rossngard  Clinic,  a  doctor's  and 
dentist  offices,  Lithuanian  Club,  Albanian  Orthadox  Church,  South  Boston 
Little  City  Hall,  Housing  Improvement  Program  office,  offices  of  the 
"South  Boston  Tribune",  the  Action  Center,  and  a  city-owned  68  soace  municipal 
parking  lot.  In  total,  the  area  supports  over  200,000  net  square  feet  of 
retail  space. 

The  stores  vary  greatly  in  size  with  Woolworth's,  Purity  Supreme,  the 
banks,  department  and  furniture  stores  occuoying  the  largest-  retail  floor  space 
areas.  The  majority  of  the  other  stores  are  small  and  occupy  an  average 
of  1000  to  1500  square  feet. 
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Physical  Condition  and  Visual  Analysis 

That  portion  of  the  West  Broadway  commercial  area  between  "F"  and 
Dorchester  Streets  is  the  most  viable  and  seme  stores  have  utilized 
the  Restore  and  3e-Sure  orograms.  A  larae  number  of  stores  in  this 
section  have  orotactive  gratings  which  when  drawn  display  decorative 
murals  of  South  Boston  and  other  historic  scences.  This  is  a  result 
of  an  art  competition  which  was  sponsored  by  the  City  a  few  years  ago 
to  spruce  up  the  aopearance  of  the  storefronts  and  received  national 
attention. 

However,  that  section  west  of  "F"  Street,  from  "D"  to  "F"  Streets  has 
six  debris-strewn  vacant  lots  totaling  some  25,000  scuare  feet  which 
visibly  detracts  from  the  area.  The  majority  of  the  commercial  structures 
some  with  residences  above,  are  in  good  condition  with  some  in  ooor  condition. 
It  is  the  lack  of  physical  and  visual  continuity  which  detracts  from  the 
overall  area. 
CARD  Land  Use  and  Zoning 

The  West  Broadway  Commercial  Area  Revi tal ization  District  as  defined, 
is  reinforced  by  the  present  zoning  restrictions.  Uses  along  West  Broadway 
are  primarily  commercial  with  mixed  uses  (esoecially  from  "D"  to  "P")  most 
commonly  occuring  as  offices  or  residences  en  the  upper  floors.  This  entire 
CARD  designation  (see  attached  map)  lies  within  Business  B-1  and  3-2  zoning 
classifications. 

Recently,  the  two  community  groups  -  the  South  Boston  Residents  Grouo 
and  the  South  Boston  Citizen's  Association,  jointly  petitioned  the  Boston 
Zoning  Connission  to  eliminate  antiquated  zoning  classifications  to  reflect 
current  land  use.  This  petition  was  brought  about  to  channel  future  business 
growth  in  the  business  districts  (see  attached)  and  not  to  other  sections 
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of  South  Boston.  The  Zoning  Coimiissicn  responded  favorably  to  this  petition 
and  awaits  the  Mayor's  signature. 

There  are  ao proximately  6  vacancies  in  West  3roadv/ay,  recresentinq 
6'i   of  all  storefronts  in  the  area.  However,  2  of  these  vacancies  include 
floor  spaces  of  4,000,  12,000  in  the  Woolworth's  building  and  46,000  square 
feet  in  the  Ellis  Building.  There  are  6  vacant  lots  totalling  26,000  square 
feet  of  available  space.  Three  of  the  lots  are  each  6,000  square  feet  each. 

Residential  land  use  is  concentrated  in  the  neighborhoods  surrounding 
the  West  Broadway  business  district  (see  map).  These  are  West  Broadway, 
"0"  Street,  City  Point  and  Telegraph  Hill.  The  West  Broadway,  City  Point 
and  "D"  Street  neighborhoods  contain  housing  that  is  noticeably  deteriorated 
with  seme  abandonment  and  the  largest  number  of  debris-strewn  lots,  some 
with  only  the  foundations  remaining.  There  are  a  few  blocks  with  good 
housing  south  of  West  Broadway  but  overall  the  "Lower  End"  contains  the 
most  deteriorated  housing  stock  in  South  Boston.  The  City's  Housing  Im- 
provement Program  (HI?)  has  had  little  measurable  effect  on  tnese  areas, 
especially  north  of  West  Broadway. 

Abutting  the  western  end  of  the  West  Broadway  designation  is  the  "0" 
Street  Housing  Project  containing  972  units  of  which  35?o  of  the  units  ara 
either  dem.oiished  or  unfit  to  live  in.  Over  the  years,  this  project  has  had 
a  noticeable  effect  upon  the  abutting  housing  stock  and  commercial  concerns. 
In  addition  to  the  west  and  north  of  this  designation  are  industrial  uses  which 
have  slowly  encroached  upon  the  neighborhoods  over  the  years.  As  a  result 
more  16  wheel  trucks  roll  along  Broadway  and  the  residential  streets  surrounding 
the  West  Broadway  district.  The  combination  of  industrial  encroachment,  the 
"D"  Street  Project,  truck  traffic,  age  of  the  housing  stock  have  all  taken 
their  toll  en  the  neighborhoods  and  the  business  district,  esceciaiiy  the 


westarn  section  (D-E  Streets). 
Traffic  and  Parking 

As  Broadway  runs  the  length  of  South  Boston,  the  flow  of  traffic  heading 
towards  Broadway  Station  and  downtown  is  a  major  asset.  West  Broadway  is 
served  by  MBTA  buses  from  Broadway  Station  (Red  Line).  Traffic  counts  on 
Broadway  showed  that  a  total  of  11,600  vehicles  were  observed  during  a 
24-hcur  period  driving  through  the  West  Broadway  Business  District. 

The  recent  construction  of  a  new  63-space  municipal  oarking  lot  on  West 
Broadway  which  has  alleviated  most  of  the  double  parking  between  "F"  and 
Dorchester  Street.  However,  the  problem  still  exists  between  "D"  and  "F" 
Streets  where  there  are  no  off-street  oarking  facilities  available. 
Market  Trends 

Given  South  Boston's  geographical  shace  and  the  residential  district's 
position  which  is  sandwiched  between  a  large  industrial  sector  to  the  north 
and  west  and  the  Dorchester  Bay  on  the  south  and  east,  the  West  Broadway  business 
district  currently  serves  a  market  area  of  the  total  population  of  South 
Boston  -  33,000. 

The  primary  market  area  serves  those  sub-neighborhoods  that  comprise 
the  business  district-West  Broadway,  the  Point,  and  those  adjacent  neighborhcods- 
"D"  Street.  Telegraph  Hill  and  Columbus  Park.  The  anchor  tenants  such  as 
the  Purity  Suoreme  Sucemarket  which  has  its  own  parking,  the  main  branch  of 
the  South  Boston  Savings  Bank,  and  other  department  stores,  attract  residents 
from  all  over  South  Boston. 

A  "South  Boston  Customer  Survey"  prepared  in  late  1975  by   the  Boston 
Redevelocment  Authority  showed  that  63'i  of  the  resoondents  walked  to  shon 
at  West  Broadway.  ^G%   of  those  resoonderts  had  incomes  between  S75G0  and 


$15,000  and  51"  did  their  food  shopoina  at  West  Broadway. 

The  survey  also  revealed  the  following  sentiments  reaarding  their 

unwillingness  to  do  more  shoooinq  in  West  Broad'/zay: 

"Evenino  shoppino  hours" 
"No  bakeries,  or  laundromats" 
"More  variety  of  stores" 
"Poor  apoearance  of  stores" 
"Clean  it  up" 
"More  parking" 

These  customers  are  generally  not  expressing  a  fear  of  shoppino  in 
West  Broadway,  nor  an  unwillingness  to  increase  their  excenditures.  What 
they  are  excressing  is  that  their  shoooinq  needs  are  not  adequately  being 
serviced  by  the  available  mix  of  goods  and  services. 

The  commercial  space  on  West  Broadway  is  predominantly  retail  by 
nature  and  the  rents  range  from  S200  to  S4G0  oer  month  depending  upon 
the  location  of  the  oropertv  and  its  condition. 
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204-  RATIONALE  FOR  CARD  DESIGNATION 

The  boundaries  for  the  West  Broadway  CARD  designation  (on  West 
Broadway  between  "H"  and  Dorchester  Street)  were  selected  to  arrest 
and  reverse  the  decay  of  the  major  commercial  district  "in  South 
Boston.  This  CARD  designation  did  not  include  that  section  of  West 
Broadway  from  "A"  Street  to  "D"  Street  because  the  promotion  of  strio 
development  is  not  consistent  with  the  CARD  guidelines. 

205-  STATEMENT  OF  PLAN  OBJECTIVES 

Desoite  substantial  public  investment  in  new  lighting,  police  fcot- 
patrol ,  housing  rehabilitation,  storefront  improvement  rebates,  and  support 
for  human  services,  some  private  businesses  are  still  hesitant  to  invest 
especially  on  that  portion  of  Broadway  closest  to  "D"  Street.  Two  large 
commercial  buildings  comoletely  vacant  exceot  for  the  first  floors  in  the 
heart  of  the  West  Broadway  business  district  are  prime  examoles.  Those 
"For  Lease"  or  "For  Sale"  signs  are  visual  and  psychological  detriments  to 
a  healthy  business  district. 

The  type  of  commercial  develooment  or  redevelopment  envisaged  would 
include  the  renovation  of  these  two  aforementioned  vacant  buildings  or 
existing  commercial  uses;  and  the  development  of  the  available  vacant  lots 
for  retail  or  other  complementary  uses. 

The  designation  of  West  Broadway  as  a  CARD  area  may  well  acccmolish 
a  number  of  goals:  as  a  vehicle  towards  prevention  or  the  arrest  and 
reversal  of  decay,  as  a  reinforcement  of  an  existing  older  cormiercial  center 
and  discouragement  of  commercial  enterprises  from  moving  into  previously 
non-ccmmercial  areas;  and  serve  as  a  signal  to  residents  of  the  area  of 
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a  coiTsnitment  to  not  only  the  prssar/ation  of  the  business  district 
but  to  the  abutting  residential  areas.  There  is  a  direct  corrolation 
between  the  "health"  of  a  corrmercial  district  and  abutting  residential 
areas . 

As  a  tool  for  de/elooment,  substantial  enough  to  effect  real  change, 
the  availability  of  tax-exemot  bond  financing  may  be  the  initiative  that 
prompts  additional  private  coirmercial  activity. 
206-  WEST  3R0AD'.-JAY  PLAN  STRATEGY 

The  most  serious  problem  affecting  the  West  Sroadway  Business  District 
is  the  lack  of  connection  or  coordination  between  the  eastern  side  (nearest 
Perkins  Square)  which  is  the  most  viable  and  attracts  the  most  shocpers, 
and  the  western  and  near  "D"  Street  which  has  all  of  the  vacant  lots  and 
a  majority  of  the  vacancies.  In  addition,  there  is  a  lack  of  adequaia 
off-street  parking,  deteriorated  stores,  poor  retail  mi;<  and  merchandising 
tachniaues. 

A  comprehensive  strategy  which  addresses  the  lack  of  continuity  on 

West  Broadway  has  been  designed  and  the  hi  ah  lights  are: 

-Aggressive  business  marketing  to  make  sure  that  West  Broadway  has 
the  proper  mix  of  stores  to  attract  shopoers. 

-Substantial  and  well-timed  investment  in  necessary  public  facilities 
like  sidewalks,  streets,  and  parking  facilities. 

-Offering  private  investors  the  incentives  to  secure  new  develooment 
such  as  tax  reduction,  low  interest  loans  to  start  uo  businesses, 
new  sidewalks,  lighting  and  landscaping. 

-City  organized  merchant- financed  advertising  and  soecial  events 
program. 

-Targeting  programs  and  resources  for  the  greatest  storefront  imnrove- 
ment  programs  which  emphasize  a  coordinated  design  bet//een  stores. 

-Provision  of  specialized  services  to  businesses,  assisting  in  such 
areas  as  merchandising,  marketi-g,  promotion  and  design. 
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a)  Public  Improvements 

The  City  is  currently  studying  the  feasibility  of  constructing 
another  off-street  parking  facility  on  West  Broadway  between  "D"  and 
"E"  Streets  to  alleviate  double  parking  and  attract  additional  shopoers. 
Other  improvements  envisioned  include  street  trees  and  furniture,  new 
sidewalks,  and  repair  of  Broadway's  "landmark"  clock. 

b)  Land  Use  and  Design  Controls 

No  additional  formal  land  use  and  design  controls  beyond  these 
already  in  effect  will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  West  Broadway 
CARD  Plan.  However,  efforts  will  be  undertaken  by  the  City  to 
provide  technical  assistance  to  storeowners  so  a  coordinated  street 
facade  will  result.  As  the  West  Broadway  CARD  is  located  within  a 
B-1  and  3-2  roning  classification,  any  variations  or  deviations  from 
the  Boston  Zoning  Code  would  necessitate  a  public  hearing  when  addi- 
tional requirements  could  be  stipulated. 

As  previously  mentioned  in  this  application,  a  recent  amendment  of 
certain  L-1  (local  business)  zones  to  H-1-50  (housing)  classifications 
will  ensure  that  future  commercial  uses  located  on  West  Broadway,  will  be 
subject  to  the  Boston  Zoning  Code,  (see  attached). 

c)  General  Character  of  Develooment/RedeveloDment 

It  is  expected  that  SO-BOf'o  of  the  West  Broadway  business  district 
will  be  uograded  through  new  construction  and  rehabilitation.  Given 
the  number  o^  vacant  lots,  the  types  of  commercial  enterprises  that 
could  expect  to  be  attracted  to  West  Broadway  would  be  clothing  stores, 
a  bakery,  dentist  offices,  Pewter  Pot  or  a  similar  family  restaurant, 
and  offices.  This  would  be  a  ocsitive  addition  to  the  existing  retail 
nix  and  be  appropriate  for  a  business  district  of  this  size.  It  is 
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not  anticipatad  that  any  public  land  acquisition,  clearanca  and  or 
disposition  is  requfrsd  to  imp! anient  this  strategy. 

d)  Federal /Stats  Financial  Incgntives 

Tne  following  state  and  federal  financing  incentives  may  be  utilized 

to  accomplish  the  West  Broadway  CARD  plan,  they  include: 

-Tax  free   bonds  through  CARD 

-State  Business  Information  Canters  (3IC) 

-Small  Business  Adninistration 

-Massachusetts  Ccmnunity  Development  Finance  Corporation  (CDFC) 

(through  e-xisting  South  Boston  CDC) 
-Urban  Job  Incentive 
-Massachusetts  Community  Economic  Development  Assistance 

Corporation  (CEDAC) 
-£.mplo:/imeni:  Oooortunity  Incentive 
-Industrial  Mortgage  Insurance 
-Federal  Tax  Credits 

-Neignborhocd  Business  Ravital ization  Program 
(see  attached  Volume  3,  CZDS  for  detailed  e.xolanation  of  these 

programs) . 

e)  Local   Financial   CcmiTri  tir^ent 

Past  -  A  major  public  construction  program  by  the  City  has  been 
undenvay  in  South  Boston  over  the  oast  eight  years.     A  orimary  emphasis 
of  the  program  has  been  the  construction  of  public  facilities:     over 
S15, 000,000  for  the  Tynan  and  Condon  Community  School  which  is  located 
a  block  from  the  West  Broadway  business  district;  a  new  "D"  Street  fire 
station;  and  a  new  63-space  municipal   parking  lot  en  West  Broadway  to 
elleviate  double  parking  within  the  business  district.     Federal   local 
public  works  monies   thru  EDA  were  used   to  install   lichts  on   "D"   Street. 

Utilizing  CDBG  funds,  the  City  has  offered  the  following  crograms 
which  either  directly  or  indirectly  af-ect  the  West  Broadway  business 
district. 
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-The  Re-Store  Proqram  which  offers  renovation  incentives  to  store- 
owners  which  has  been  most  successful  on  that  section  of  Broadway 
closest  to  Perkins  Square. 

-Housing  Improvenient  Proarain  which  offer  rebates  of  20*  for  standard 
repairs,  40%  for  more  intensive  repairs,  and  50*  for  elderly  homeowners 
only. 

-Open  Space  Management  Program  which  clears  and  maintains  vacant  lots 
within  the  business  district  and  surrounding  neighborhoods, 
-rootoatrol  -  2  oatrolnen  to  patrol  'West  Sroadway 
-Business  district  amenities  -  trees,  trash  receptacles,  bollards 
PAST  ^PIVATE  INVESTT-^ETT 

A  review  of  past  building  permts  for  major  construction  or  renovation 
showed  substantial  private  investrsent  in  all  sec-ors  exceot  housina.  This 
reflects  the  fact  that  South  Boston  is  built  primarily  with  single  to  three 
family  houses  which  require  a  low  level  of  continuous  maintenance,  with  the 
exception  of  certain  sections  of  the  West  Broadway  neighborhood  which  require 
major  rehabilitation;  and  that  little  land  of  significant  size  is  available 
and  suitable  for  apartnent  construction.  Tne   lack  of  major  construction 
activity  also  reflects  the  housing  market,  which  generally  does  not  have  a 
high  demand  for  apartment  type  housing  at  the  rents  required  to  supnort  new 
construction.  For  the  most  oart,  the  older  housing  available  frequently 
provides  sucerior  housing  at  about  half  the  cost  of  new  housing.  Although 
the  survey  of  building  permits  does  not  show  it,  private  investment  in 
housing  is  substantial,  consisting  of  small  investments  from  $300  to  S3, COO 
to  continuously  maintain  and  imorove  their  property.  The  substantial  ex- 
penditure under  the  successful  Housing  Imorovement  Pronram  identify  only  a 
portion  of  this  investment  over  a  short  period  of  time. 
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Investment  for  coranercial ,   industrial   and  Institutional   uses  is 
prsdcitri nantl y  renovation  and  axpansicn  of  existing  facilities  rather  than 
construction  of  new  facilities  for  new  businesses.     Capital   investnients 
in  South  Boston  were  made  by  the  Farragut  Bank,  Arafaan  Coffee  Co.,  Rcmancw 
Corrugated  Sox  Co.,  Atrjerican  Hut  and  Chocolate  Co.,  Rosengard  Clinic, 
Brigham's,  Perkins  Tobacco  Supply,  HUB  Disccunt,  City  Point  Cental  Lab 
and  Schubert's  Drug  Store. 
Current  Financial   Ccrrmitn'ent 

Tne  goal  of  the  West  Broadway-South  Boston  Neighborhood  Improvement 
Program  which  is  funded  by  the  City's  capital   budget  and  C.D.3.G.  monies  is 
to  maintain  and  s-rengxhen  the  characzar  of  the  area  by:     continuing  housing 
programs  to  encourage  homeownership  and  heme  imcrovement,  uocrading  the 
physical    environment  through  capital    imorovements  like  street  lighting,   stree* 
trees  and  furniture,   stdewalk  reconstruction,   revitalizing  the  commercial 
area  through  the  City's  Marketing  and  Brokerage  Program;  and  by  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  elderly  population  through  various  social   programs  and  the  Senior 
Shuttle. 

Those  programs  or  imorovements  presently  committed  by  either  the  caoital 
budget  or  C.D.B.G.   sources  which  would  benefit  the  West  Broadway  business 
district  are: 

Restore  -  310,000 

Tree  Planting 

Street  lighting  -  from  "A"  to  "E"  Street  on  West  Broadway  525*1,000. 
Over  the  past  few  years,  the  City  has  installed  new  lighting  throughout  the 
entire  West  Broadway  district. 
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"3"  Street  -  $144,000  and  West  Seventh  Street  -  $215,000.     Within 
the  last  few  years  the  City  has  installed  lighting  on  "D"  Street  and 
upon  completion  of  the  prograinned  installation  of  lights  on  the  afore- 
mentioned streets  which  surround  the  "D"  Street  Project,  the  entire 
project  will  be  fully  lighted  and  residents  will   feel  more  secure  during 
their  trio  to  the  adjacent  West  Sroad-way  business  district  to  shop  during 
evening  hours.     (~ne  "D"  Street  Project  was  just  awarded  $6  million  dollars 
in  State  Modernization  funds  to  rehab  vacant  aoartments,  etc.,  and  this 
should  result  in  additional   shoppers  on  West  Broadway). 
Future  Local   Financial   Ccmni tnent 

The  project  local   budgetary  ccnmitnient  to  the  West  3roadway  CARD  will 
continue  to  draw  from  canital   budget  and  CDBG  allotirents.      me  Mayor  will 
submit  -he  following  CjSG  programs  to  the  City  Council   in  April.     7ney  are: 

Ooen  Space  Management  -  to  maintain  vacant  lots  -  S100,QC0  (Neighborhood 
wide) 

Restore  -  $25,000  (business  districts) 

Besure  -  store  security  equioment  rebates  -  $19,500 

Neighborhood  Retail  Marketing  Program  -  $12,000  (business  districts) 

Business  District  amenities  -  trees,  benches,   trash  recaotacles  -  $11,300 
These  sources  of  funding  are  expected  to  continue  given  current  levels  of 
Federal   assistance. 
207-   FINDING  OF  CONFORMANCE  WITH  OTHER  LOCAL  PLANS 

The  West  Broadway  CARD  submission  is  consistent  with  the   "General   -Ian" 
for  the  City  qt  Boston,   the  City  of  Boston,   the  annual    "Neichbcrhocd  I-crove- 
ment  Program,"   the  three-year  "South  Boston  District  Profile  and  Proposed 
Neighborohocd  Develocmen-  and  Housing  =lan",  city  business  district  :;rccrar!s, 
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and  the  City's  CcTrprahensivs  Economic  Cevelocment  Strategy  (CZDS),  as 
discussed  below. 

The  City  of  Boston  has  always  recognized  the  correlation  between 
the  strength  of  its  neighborhood  business  districts  and  the  surrounding 
neighborhoods.     Tne  1965-1975  General   Plan  for  the  City  of  Boston,  although 
somewhat  dated,  recognizes  this  correlation  and  cites  the  importance  of  city 
invesuTisnts  in  the  neighborhood  business  districts  -  like  West  Broadway. 

The  City's  "Neighborhood  Irrorovement  Program"  establishes  an  annual 
strategy  for  dealing  with  each  of  the  various  city  neighborhood  problems 
such  as  housing,  commercial   district  decline,  public  safety,  public  worxs 
etc.     In  the  past  few  years,   the  South  Boston  Neighborhood  Improvement  Program, 
which  utilizes  CZBG  and  Capital   Budget  monies  has  committed  various   improve- 
ments to  the  West  Broadway  business  district. 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority's,   "South  Boston  Gis-rict  Profile  and 
ProDosed  Neighborhood  Improvement  Program,"  is  similar  to  the  (NIP)   in 
strategies  but  is  a  more  comprehensive  three-year  planning  proaram  which   is 
comoosed  with  inout  from  not  only  city  staff,  but  from  South  Boston's  two 
major  community  groups,  and  other  concerned  citizens.     The  document  (attached) 
is  reviewed  yearly  before  the  South  Boston  community  at  a  publicized  public 
hearing. 

Current  and  past  profiles  have  outlined  the  problems  of  the  business 
district:     lack  of  parking,   lack  of  continuity  along  Broadway,   security  oroblems, 
cleanliness,   etc.     As  a  result  of  this  document  and  community  input,   the  city 
installed  a  53  soace,  off-street  oarking  lot  and  made  special   business  district 
programs   like  Pastore,   Besure,  Neighborhood  Business  "■'arkating  Programs,   and 
various  amenities  available  to  West  Brcadwav. 


Tne  Comprehensive  Economic  Development  Strategy  (CEDS)  was  developed 
by  the  City  with  the  Economic  Development  Administration  of  the  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Commerce.     Tne  goal    is   to   improve  the  local   economic  development 
planning  process  and  to  encourage  Boston  and  other  cities  to  package  and 
target  available  resources  for  both  industrial   and  neighborhood  business 
district  uses.     The  City  has  been  elected  as  one  of  t^er.ty  five  cities 
nationally  to  carticipate  in  a  HUD/SBA/EDA  Neighborhood  Business  Revitaliza- 
tion  Program.     The  City  receives   technical   assistance  from  uhe  agencies  and 
the  National   Development  Council.     The  City  is  now  in  the  process  of  hiring 
and  training  loan  packagers  to  give  local   businesses   increased  access  to  S3A 
direct  loans  and  loan  guarantees.     Contacts  with  the  bankinq  community  will 
also  be  extensive  to  increase  availability  of  private  financing. 
2Ca-     CI"TZEN  "ARTICIpaT'ON 

A  public  hearing  sponsored  tiy  the  BRA  for  the  designation  of  the  West 
Broadway  business  district  has  been  scheduled  for  March  22,   1979  at  7:00 
p.m.   at  the  Condon  School   in  South  Boston   (see  attached  letters).     As  of 
this  writing,   the  BRA  has  already  had  a  meeting  on  this  matter  with  the 
South  Boston  Residents  GrouD,  and  notified  the  South  Boston  Citizen's 
Association.     Tnrough  the  City's  Neiahborhood  Business  District  Program, 
the  West  Broadway's  Businessmen  have  been  notified  of  the  comoonents  of  the 
CARD  program  and  have  expressed  an   interest  in  particioating  at-  the  hearing. 
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209-      LOCAL   iyPL;:-'E:-n'ATING  AGENCY 

Tne  ZK^  has  been  designated  to  oversee  irT^plsnientation  of  t^e  West  3rocdway 
CARD  plan. 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  has  sole  responsibility  for 
urban  renewal   and  planning  activities  in  the  City  of  Boston.     Tne  zPA  was 
established  in  August  1957  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council   and 
carries  cut  urban  renev/al   orograms   in  accordance  with  Chaotar  1213  of 
the  Massachusetts  General   Laws.     It  received  its  certificate  of  organization 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Comrrcnweal  th  on  October  -,   1957.     (Frcm  19'i9  to 
1957,  urban  renewal   activities  were  carried  on  by  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority) . 

The  planning  function  was   assumed  in  1960  when  the  City  Planning  Board 
was  acolished  and  its  staff  transferred  to  the  BRA,  under  Chapter  552,  Acts 
of  1960   (M.G.L.   Ch.   121A).     The  functions,  duties  and  resoonsibi 1 ities  for 
general   city  plannina  and  develocment  were  thus  combined  in  one  acency. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  'lational   Housina  Act  of  19^9,   as  amended, 
the  Federal   Cecart-Tient  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD)   is  authorized 
to  enter  into  contracts  with  local   rede'/elopment  authorities  which  are  duly 
empowered  by  state  law,  such  as  tne  BRA,   to  finance  slum  clearance, 
urban  renewal,  ooen  soaca,  urban  beautification  and  other  programs  designed 
to  orevent  the  spread  of  urban  blight  through  rehabilitation  and  conservation 
measures,   and  to  imcrove  the  quality  of  the  urban  environment. 

Chapter  1213  of  the  General   Laws  also  provides  authority  for  local 
communities   to  carrv  out  urban  ranev/al   without  Federal   aid. 
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Chaotar  652  of  the  Acts  of  1960  gives   the  3RA  the  power  to  aoprove 
applications  for  the  formation  of  non-profit,   limited  dividend  or  coooera- 
tive  entities  under  Chapter  121A,  Section  13  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Laws  for  the  purpose  of  redevelopment  within  the  city.     Following  a 
public  hearinq,  BRA  staff  review,  and  BRA  Board  approval,   the  apoli cation 
goes  to  the  Mayor  for  final   approval. 

Over  the  past  twenty-nine  y<i^r%,   the  3RA  has  carried  out  federal   and 
privately  funded  urban  renewal   activities  in  the  city.     This  experience 
includes  such  major  cormiercial   redevelopments  as  Fanueil  Hall,  Charlestown 
Mall,  Prudential   Center,  and  Washing-on  Street. 


210-  EVIDENCE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING 


NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING 
PUBLISHED  IN  THE  SOUTH  BOSTON 
TRIBUNE  ON  >'^RCH  3,  1979 


S^ESS^S 


"-'^■yPvevoieAPinti ^'   •' 

■  ■'Aumcnrr-wiit  Njid  a.5uStic 
.~fi««fWnjortMsBrfl  22,  1973  at 
';  7:0Ce-  3..-n,  at-  tna-  CSnaoff 
■  Scrtcet  In  Scui/r  2c3ton.  an 
'■  "Jla  ■  qr35«3«a'  Csaigrailorr  of 
.  .W«at  3roa<ai«ay  li  a- Com- 
"'  misna**--'' A'm*-  J«v»taiJiattor> 
"  '  ClstncS.  'as-  rwuirea  ur.cer 
-■■S>2;  C?E.'  •'OO'  ot  t.la-  Gar.eraf 
'■^  Laws.  7f  ;n».  Cornmoir*«aiifr 

"jm«?iaed  6y  31  ana; !  O  a<  St: 

._i979,-cs.  ^gs)i  .-■  ■    ■• 

;  M\-  !nfBr8«tect  9«i!f«a'  ar»>' 
, "  uf^wd  »  attond  Ifiii-Tetftlmj.." 
'-'at  '»•  moating,    jamirrants 

""cair-O*-  m«c»  simar  tprvcfCaJ ' 

cr  wmi»n  fcnrt.^Shouid  you- 

'  havw  inr  CU*3tlans,  contacr' 

.  !fi«eaAat723-t3Ca-    ,  .3-3': 
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te-dr  22*  1375  ar  7:CII  ?.a:.  af  ^s  Ccndcir  TciccT.  irr  Satri:  Scstm 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON  '^ 

IN  CITY   COUNCIL 

WHEREAS,  in  accordance  with  Chapters  400  and  230,  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  the  Cornnonweal th  of  Massachusetts  acting  by  and  through  the 
Secretary  of  Communities  and  Development  , may  approve  Commercial  Area 
Revitalization  Districts  Plans  (herein  referred  to  as' -CARD  Plans);  and 

WHEREAS,  such  approval  is  a  precondition  for  the  use  of  various 
state  financial  incentives  for  commercial  development  that  would  be  in  the 
public  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Boston;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  redevelopment  of  the  West  Broadway  CARD  which  is  situated 
in  the  City  of  Boston  and  which  is  bounded  as  set  forth  in  the  attached  map; 
would  fonvard  the  community  development  objectives  of  the  City  and  would 
result  in  physical  redevelopment  of  said  District  and  the  creation  of  employ- 
ment opportunities  of  a  character  consistent  with  that  contemplated  by  the 
above  cited  statutes. 

NOW,  THEREFORE  BE  17  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council 

1.  That  the  West  Broadway  Commercial  Area  Revitalization  District 
(herein  r^izTT^'i   to  as  the  CARD)  described  above  is  a.  predominantly  commercic 
geographic  area; 

2.  That  implementation  of  the  proposed  CARD  Plan  will  serve  to  avert 
and  reverse  the  decay  of  the  area  covered  by  the  plan  and  will  help  deter 
the  movement  of  coinuercial  enterprises  into  previously  ncn-ccmm,ercial  areas; 
and 
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3.   That  the  West  Broadway  C1\RD  Plan  is  hereby  approved 
and  that  said  Plan  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
Commvinities  and  Development  for  approval. 

In  City  Council  April  18,  1979,   Adopted. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor  April  26,  1979. 

Attest : 
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CITY    CF    BOSTON 


'H  D.  ALVIANl  -^^  CITY   HALL 

.  'ro-a:ion  Counsel  LAW     DEPARTMENT  BOSTON.   MASSACHUSE 

(1)17)  :J.')- 


Secretary  Byron  Matthews 

Executive  Office  of  Communities  and  Development 

Saltonstall  Building 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA.  02201 

Dear  Secretary  Matthews: 

I  am  an  attorney  qualified  to  practice  law  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  and  as  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City 
of  Boston  I  am  the  attorney  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  have  reviewed  the  document  entitled  "Application  for  Designation 
of  West  Broadway  as  a  Commercial  Area  Revitalization  District  (CARD)", 
certain  notices  of  a  public  hearing  held  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  and  a  Resolution  passed  by  the  City  Council  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor. 

On  April  12,  1979,  the  Executive  Office  of  Communities  and 
Development  published  new  regulations  for  approval  of  CARD  plans. 
751  C.M.R.  8.01(4)  requires  the  local  governing  body  to  hold  a  public 
hearing  on  the  plan  with  at  least  ten  (10)  days  notice  prior  to  approval. 
The  regulations  in  effect  prior  to  that  date  required  only  that  a  public 
hearing  be  held  with  ten  (10)  days  notice  before  approval  by  the  local 
governing  body,  but  not  necessarily  held  by  that  body.   On  March  5,  1979, 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  published  notice  of  a  hearing  to 
be  held  on  March  22,  1979.   The  City  Council  approved  the  Plan  on  April  18, 
1979,  and  the  Mayor  approved  on  April  26,  1979.   There  may  be  some  question 
therefore  about  which  set  of  regulations  applied  to  this  hearing.   Since 
the  underlying  purpose  of  a  public  hearing  with  ten  (10)  days  notice  was 
served  by  the  BRA's  hearing,  it  would  seem  appropriate  for  the  Secretary  to 
waive  any  arguable  defect  in  the  hearing  procedure. 

Otherwise,  I  find  that  the  Plan  and  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  as  the  local  governing  body  of  the  City  of  Boston,  are  in 
accordance  with  law. 

Yours  very  truly. 


Acting  Corporation  Counsel 
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APPENDIX       I 
ZONING   AiMENDMENT 


RECEIVED 


0  1Q7-: 


MAYOR'S  OFFICE 


Map  Air.endment  Application  No.  192 
South  Boston  Residents  Group,  Inc. 
South'Boston  Citizens  Association 
South  Boston:  S  Adjust-ents  to  Zoning 
Boundary  Lines 


MAP  AMENDMENT  NO.  153 
THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  f-IASSACHUSETTS 
CITY  OF  BOSTON 
IN  ZONING  COMMISSION 


EFFECTIVE 
March  7,  1979 


The  Zoning  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston,  acting  under  Chapter  655 
of  the  Acts  of  1S55  as  amended,  after  due  report,  notice  and  hearing, 
does  hereby  amend  Map  4  __-_South  Boston,  of  the  series  of  maps  entitled 
" Zo n i n g._Dis tr Ic ts  -  Cit£laf .Boston""  dated  August  15,  1962,  as  follows: 

1..   By  changing  from  an  M-1  district  to  an  K-1-50  district  land  bounded 
westerly  by  3  Street,  northerly  by  West  Second  Street,  easterly 
by  a  line  parallel  to  and  165  feet  west  of  the  westerly  side  line  of 
C  Street,  and  southerly  by  an  existing  K-1-50  district  (three 
courses) . 

2.  By  changing  from  an  M-2  district  to  an  H-1-50  district  land  bounded 
westerly  by  C  Street,  northerly  by  West  Second  Street,  easterly 

by  a  line  parallel  to  and  185  feet  east  of  the  easterly  side  line  of 
C  Street,  and  southerly  by  Bolton  Street. 

3.  By  changing  from  an  L-1  district  to  an  H-1-50  district  that  part  of 

.^.   the  L-1  district  at  the  intersection  of  West  Second  Street  and  F  Street 
which  lies  on  the  southerly  side  of  West  Second  Street. 

4.  By  changing  from  an  M-l> district  to  an  M-2  district  land  bounded 
easterly  by  F  Street,  southerly  and  easterly  by  an  L-1  district  at 
the  intersection  of  West  Second  Street  and  F  Street,  southerly  by 
West  Second  Street,  westerly  by  an  existing  M-2  district,  and 
northerly  by  Dresser  Street. 

5.  By  changing  the  entire  L-1  district  at  the  intersection  of  East 
Second  and  I  Streets  to  an  H-1-50  district. 

6.  By  changing  from  an  L-1  district  to  an  K-1-50  district  the  entire 
L-1  district  lying  along  East  Sixth  Street,  N  and  0  Streets. 

7.  By  reducing  the  size  of  the  L-1  district  that  lies  along  I  Street  in 
the  vicinity  of  East  Seventh  Street  and  East  Eighth  Street  by. 
changing  the  portion  of  said  district  that  lies  north  of  a  line 
carallel  to  and  65  feet  ncrth  of  "he  northerly  side  line  of  East 
Eichth  Street  from  an  L-1  district  to  an  K-1-5C  district. 


.8.   By  changing  frcm  an  L-1  district  to  an  H-1-50  district  land  lying 
along  the  northerly  side  of  Athens  Street,  between  D  Street  and 
._-  Dorchester  Street,  and  along  the  westerly  side  of  Dorchester 
Street  between  Athens  and  Bolton  Streets. 


By  changing  the  easterly  end  of  an  L-1  district  at  East  Tl 
Street  and  K  Street  from  an  L-1  to  a  3-1  district,  and  by 


Third 

, .. .  _. _..  _  _  --  _  _  _  _  ^  ..  _  _,  _  _  _,  changing 

the  balance  of  the  district  to  an  H-1-50  district.  The  easterly  end 
of  the  district  is  defined  as  that  portion  that  lies  east  of  a  line 
parallel  to  and  100  feet  east  of  the  easterly  side  line  of  K  Street. 
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Map  Amendment  Application  No.  192  Map  Amendment  No.  153 

// 


Chai  i-man 
Vica  Chairman 


~tXg>A/  ,rf y^^ 


i/ 


In  Zoning  Ccmmissicn  Adcptad       January  17  and  February  12,  1979 


At-: 


Secretary 


The  foregoing  amendment  was  presented  to  the  Mayor  on  February  20,  1979, 
and  was  not  returned  by  him  with  objections  thereto  in  writing  within 
fifteen  days  thereafter.  The  foregoing  amendment,  therefore,  became 
effective  on  March  7,  1979,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3 
of  Chapter  665  of  the  Acts  of  1956. 


Attest:  U(i/ij,_j4jj^j:^  Xi/^^^-^lU:^ 

Secretary 
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APPE^7DIX       II 
SOUTH   BOSTON    CUSTOMER    SUR^/EY 


SOUTH  BOSTON  CUSTOMER  SURVEY 


Pfsccrsd  bv 

Bo  s  to  n  Rad  e V  el  c  pr  £  : 

August  1975 


t  ALi-ncr:!' 


SUMMARY  OUTLINE 

The  Survey 

Respondent's  Profile 
Sex 
Age 

Children  Under  15 
Income 

Neighborhood 
Length  of  Residence 

Transportation  Used 
Car  Available 
Transporation 

Frequency  and  Steadiness  of  Shopping 
How  Often 
More  or  Less  Shopping 

Advertising 


Purpose 

Purpose 

Kind  of  Shopping 

Competitors 

Food  Shopping 
Non-Food  Shopping 

East  Broadway  Shopping 
How  Often 
\-ihy  Not  There 

Hours  Preferred 

Time  for  Food  Shoooing 
Time  for  Non-Food  Shopping 
Nigh  Shopping 

Missing  Goods  and  Services 

Likes  and  Dislikes 
Likes 

Noticed  Recent  Improvements 
Dislikes 
Improvement  Needed 


THE  SURVEY 

The  survey  area  extended  along  West  Broadway  from  E  Street  to  Dorchester 
Street  and  included  Perkins  Square,     Seventy  percent  of  the  interviews 

were  conducted  in  the  main  shopping  section  of  West  Broadway  between  F 
and  Dorchester  Streets. 

All   interviews  were  conducted  in  June  on  weekdays;   eightyfive  percent 
(85?o)   in  the  morning. 

RESPONDENTS'    PROFILE 

•Sixty-three  people  were  interviewed.     Threefourths  were  women.     Most  of 
the  people  interviewed  were  under  age  45. 


Aqe'' 


%  Out  of  60  ResDondents 


18% 

52% 

15% 

15% 

15-24  years  11 

25-44  years  31 

45-64  years  9 

Over  55  years  9 

Total  Observations  60"  100% 

*Sased  on  interviewers'   estimates. 

More  than  half  of  the  respondents  had  children  under  age  15. 

Children  Under  15  years 

%  Out  of  59  Rescondents 

Yes  33  55% 

No  26  44% 


Total  Observations  59  100% 

Most  of  the  respondents  had  incomes  less  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
per  year.  Close  to  fifty  (50%)  percent  had  incomes  bet-ween  $7,500  and 
$15,000. 

Income 

%  Out  of  59  Rescondeni 


Under  35,000  17  29% 

S5,000  to  S7.5G0  9  15% 

57,500  to  S15,G00  29  49% 

$15,000  and  over  4  7% 


Total  Observations  59  100% 


Most  of  those  interviewed  have  lived  in  South  Boston  for  5  or  more  years. 

Length  of  Residence 

%  Out  of  62  ResDondents 


Less  than  2  years           5  8% 

2  to  5  years               8  13% 

6  or  more  years            49  79% 

Total  Observations      67  TOOT 

TRANSPORTATION  USED 


Most  West  Broadway  shoppers  walked  there.  Of  the  other  shoppers,  more 
drove  than  used  public  transportation. 

TransDortation 


Walk 
Car 
Bus 
Taxi 

Total  Observations      62  I00% 

However,  over  half  of  West  Broadway  shoppers  have  a  car  available  for  shopping. 

Car  Availabla 

%  Out  of  57  Respondents 

Car  available  33  58% 

No  car  available  24  42% 


%  Out  of  62  Respondents 

39 

63% 

13 

21% 

9 

14% 

1 

2% 

Total  Observation       57  100% 

Moreover,  almost  half  of  those  who  did  not  arrive  by  car  said  they  had  one 
available  for  shopoing. 

Transcortation  Used  bv  Car  Available 


Car  Available 

Transoortation 

Car 

No  Car 

Used 

Available 

Available 

Total 

Car 

13    100% 

0     0% 

13     100% 

Walk,  bus ,  or  taxi 

20     45% 

24    55% 

44     100% 

Total        33  24 


FREQUENCY  AND  STEADINESS  OF  SHOPPING 


How  Often 


»  Most  West  Broadway  shoppers  shop  there  more  than  once  a  week. 

How  Often 

%  Out  of  62  Respondents 

More  than  once  a  week  44  71% 

Once  a  week  14  23% 

Twice  a  month  3  5% 

Once  a  month  1  1% 

Total   Observations  67  100% 

•  Elderly  are  more  likely  than  the  average  shoppers  to  shop  more  than  once 
a  week,  while  young  adults  are  less  likely. 

How  Often  bv  Aae 


How  Often  .  15-24 

More  than  once  a  week  6       55% 

Once  a  week  or  less  5      45% 

Total  11     100% 


•  People  who  walk  or  drive  are  more  likely  to  be  frequent  shoppers,  while 
those  who  ride  the  bus  are  less  likely  to  be. 

How  Often  by  Transcortation  Used 

Transportation 

How  Often  Walk        Car         Bus 

More  than  once  a  week  2S   72%      9    69%      5    69% 

Once  a  week  or  less  11   23%      4    31%      4    44% 

Total  39  100%     13   100%      9    100% 


Aae 

25-64 

65 

or  more 

28  70% 

8 

89% 

12  30% 

1 

11% 

40  100% 

9 

100% 

More  or  Less  Snopoing 

Most  West  Broadway  shoppers  are  shopping  there  as  much  as  a  year  ago. 

In  addition,  more  shoppers  have  increased  their  shopping  on  West  Broadway 

than  have  decreased  it. 

More  or  less  Shopping  than  a  Year  Ago 

%  Out  of  62  Respondents 


More 

About  the  same 

Less 


13 
39 
10 


21% 

63, a 

16% 


Total  observation 


62 


100% 


•  Young  adults  are  more  likely  than  others  to  be  shopping  West  Broadway  more, 
while  those  between  25  and  65  are  more  likely  to  be  shopping  there  less. 

More  or  Less  Shoooina  bv  Aae 


More  or  Less  Shopping 

More 

About  the  Same 

Less 

Total 


Aof 

3 

!        15-24 

25- 

5 

27 

8 

-64 

13% 
68/0 
20% 

65 

1 
7 
1 

or  more 

6  55% 
4  36% 
1   9% 

11% 
78% 
11% 

11  100% 

40 

100% 

9 

100% 

ADVERTISING 

Nineteen  percent,  or  12  out  of  62  who  answered  the  question,  said  that  ads 
had  encouraged  than  to  shop  West  Broadway,  15  out  of  45  who  responded 
indicated  that  they  watched  ads  regularly.  The  most  regularly  read  paper 
is  the  Tribune. 


Paper 


%  of  63  Respondents 


Tribune 

Herald 

Globe 

Independent 

Other 

i!o  response 


IS 
7 
3 
2 
2 

83 


30% 

11% 

5% 

3% 

3% 

60% 


Total  Observations 


70 


Elderly  West  Broadway  shoppers  are  the  least  likely  to  watch  ads 

Watch  Ads  bv  Aqe 


Aae 

Watch  Ads 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

55  or  more 

Watch 

2  33% 

8   40% 

3   50% 

1   14% 

Don't  watch 

4  67% 

12   60% 

3   50% 

6   35,0 

Total 

6  100% 

20  100% 

6  100% 

7  100% 

More 

Less 

Same 

1   25% 

3   50% 

11   35% 

3   75% 

3   50% 

20   65% 

4  100% 

6  100% 

31  100% 

*  People  who  are  shopping  West  Broadway  less  are  more  Hkely  to  watch  ads 
than  people  who  are  shopping  there  more. 


Watch  ads  by  More  or  Less  Shopping 

More  or  less  Shopping 

Watch  Ads 

Watch 
Don't  watch 

Total 

PURPOSE  AND  KIND  OF  SHOPPING 

Purpose 

»  Three  fourths  of  the  respondents  came  to  West  Broadway  to  shop.  A 
significant  number  also  came  to  bank. 

Purpose 


Shopping 

Banking 

Beauty/Barber 

Doctor/Dentist 

Working 

Other 


Total  Observations      84* 

*Note  that  in  this  chart  and  many  of  the  following  respondents  often  gave 
several  answers  to  one  question.  The  number  of  answers  is  shown  in  the 
first  column,  while  the  second  column  shows  how  many  people  gave  each  answer, 


%  of  63  Respondents' 

48 

76% 

23 

36% 

1 

2% 

2 

3% 

4 

6% 

6 

9% 

V/hile  most  people  who  came  either  to  shop  or  bank  walked,   people  coming 
to  West  Broadway  to  shoo  were  more  likely  to  take  the  bus   than  those 
coming  to  bank,  while  tnose  coming  to  bank  were  more  likely  to  drive. 

Purcose  bv  Transcortation  Used 


31 

65% 

8 

17% 

7 

15% 

2 

4% 

48 

100% 

15 

65% 

1 

4% 

7 

30% 

0 

9% 

25 

100% 

Transportation 

Purcose  Vialk  Bus  Car  Taxi  Total 

Shop 
Bank 


Kind  of  Shopping 

»  Of  West  Broadway's  shoppers,  most  came  to  buy  food  or  clothes.     A  significant 
number  also  came  to  purchase  personal   care  items. 


Kind  of  Shopping 


%  Out  of  48  Shoppers 


Food  24  50% 

Clothes  23  .            48% 

Personal   care  11  23% 

Drugs  5  10% 

no usewa res  1  2% 

Other  -9  19% 


Total   Observation  73 

West  Broadway  clothes  shoppers  are  predominantly  under  45,  while  its  food 
shoppers  are  predominantly  over  25. 

Kind  of  Shopping  bv  Aoe 


Age 

Kind  of 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  or  Over 

Total 

Shoooi  ng 

Clothes 

4     18% 

5       63% 

2       9% 

1       5% 

22     100% 

Food 

2     10% 

10     48% 

5     24% 

4     19% 

21     100% 

West  Broadway  clothes  shoppers  are  more  likely  to  have  children  under  15  year: 
old,  while  its  food  shoppers  are  ir^ore  likely  not  to  have  children  under  15. 

Kind  of  ShooDina  bv  Children  Under  15 


Children  Under  15 

Kind  of  Shopping                                    Yes  No  Total 

Clothes                                                     18  78%  5     11%  23     100% 

Food                                                            9  39%  14     61%  23     100% 


•  I'/est  Broadway  food  shoppers  are  fiiore  likely  to  walk  there  than  its 
clothes  shoppers. 


Kind  of  Shoooina  bv  Transportation  Used 


Transportation 

Walk 

Bus 

Car      1 

Kind  of  Shopping 

Clothes 

11  48% 

5  22% 

5  22% 

Food 

19  79% 

3  13% 

2   8% 

Taxi  total 


2     9%        23     100% 
0     0%       100     100% 


•  Clothes  and  food  shoppers  are  equally  likely  to  watch  ads. 

Kind  of  Shopping  by  Watch  Ads 

Watch  Ads 

Kind  of  Shopping  Yes  No  Total 

Clothes  7       47%      3        53%       15     100% 

Food  7       50%       7         50%       14     100% 

COMPETITORS 
Food  Shoooina 


Half  of  the  respondents  do  the  majority  of  their  food  shopping  en  West 
Broadway.     Three  fourths  of  the  shoppers  stay  within  South  Boston  for  the 
majority  of  their  food  shopping. 


Food  ShoDDinq 


South  Boston 

West  Broadway 
East  Broad'way 

Morrissey  Boulevard 

Neponset  Circle 

Other 


32 

19 

5 

7 

6 


%   Out  of  63  RssDondents 


51% 
30% 

8% 
11% 

9% 


Total   Observations  69* 

*Includes  answers  from  people  who  shop  at  rscre  than  one  store. 
Food  ShoDDina  -  Customers'   Market  Area 


Only  in  South  Boston 
Both  in  and  out  of 
South  Boston 
Only  out  of  South  Boston 


lotal   Observations 


45 
15 
63 


%  Out  of  63  Rescondents 
73% 

24% 

100% 


V/est  Broadway  shoppers  who  do  their  major  food  shopping  there  are  more  likely 
to  be  over  45  than  those  who  do  it  outside  Scuthie. 


Food  Shoooino  bv  Ace 


Aqj 

Food  Shooting 

Vlast  Broadway 
East  Broadway 
Outside  South  Boston 

•  Those  who  walk  or  ride  the  bus  to  V/est  Broadway  are  more  likely  to  do  their 
major  food  shopping  there,  while  those  who  drive  are  mere  likely  to  do  it 
elswhere. 


15-24 

25- 

■44 

45-64 

65  or  mors 

Total 

3  10% 

14 

.  48% 

5  17% 

7     24% 

29  100% 

3  16% 

10 

53% 

3  15% 

3     15% 

19  iC0% 

5  23% 

11 

61% 

1   6% 

1     6% 

IS  100% 

Food  Shopping  by  Transportation  Used 

Transportation 
Food  ShoDolna  Walk  Bus  Car  Taxi  Total 


VJest  3 roadway 

25 

75% 

6 

19% 

2 

6% 

0 

0% 

32 

100% 

East  Broadwav 

10 

53% 

3 

15% 

6 

32% 

0 

0% 

19 

100% 

Outside  South  Boston 

8 

44% 

3 

17% 

5 

28% 

2 

11% 

13 

100% 

West  Broadway  shoppers  who  do  their  major  food  shopping  on  East  Broadway  are 
more  likely  than  others  to  watch  ads. 

Food  Shopping  by  Watch  Ads 

Watch  Ads 


Yes  No  Total 


Food  Shopping 

Wast  Broadway 
East  Broadway 
Outside  South  Boston 


Non-Food  Shopoinq 


6 

32% 

13 

63% 

19 

100% 

7 

59% 

7 

50% 

14 

100% 

2 

20% 

8 

80% 

10 

100% 

For  shopping  other  than  for  food,   half  of  the  respondents  shop  mostly  on 
West  Broadway,     A  significant  number  also  go  downtown,   to  South  Shore  Plaza, 
and  to  Morrissey  Boulevard,   in  that  order  of  preference. 


Non-Food  Shoopina 


%  Out  of  62  Respondents 


South  Boston 

West  Broadway  33  ■ 

East  Broadway  2 

Downtown  24 

South  Shore  Plaza  10 

Morrissey  Boulevard  7 

Quincy  Center  4 

Other  1 

Total   Observation  81* 

^Includes  answers  from  people  who  shop  at  r-ore  than  one  shopping  area, 


53% 

3% 

39% 

16% 

11%  - 

6% 

2% 

Non-Food  ShopDinq  -  CustoiTier 's  Market  Areas 


Only  in  South  Boston 

Both  in  and  out  of  South  Boston 

Only  out  of  South  Boston 

Total   Observations 


25 

Q 

28 
67 


%   Out  of  62  Rescondents 

40% 
15% 
45% 


V/est  Broadway  shoppers  who  do  r:;ost  of  their  non-food  shopping  there  are  more 
likely  than  others  to  be  over  25;  downtown  shoppers  tend  to  have  a  broad 
range  of  ages;  and  Morrissey  Boulevard  and  South  Shore  Plaza  shoppers  are 
more  likely  to  be  under  45. 


Non-Food  Shoooina  by  Age 

Aqe 


No n- Food 
SnoDDina 


5-24 


25-44 


45-64 


65  and  Over        Total 


V/est  Broadway      3 

10% 

16 

52% 

0 

19% 

6 

13% 

31 

100% 

Downtown          7 

30% 

7 

30% 

3 

13% 

6 

26% 

23 

100% 

Morrissey  Boulevard  3 

50% 

3 

50% 

0 

0% 

0 

0% 

6 

100% 

South  Shore  Plaza   4 

40% 

5 

50% 

1 

10% 

0 

0% 

10 

100% 

West  Broadway  shoppers  who  do  most  of  their  non-food  shopping  on  West 
Broadway,  Morrissey  Boulevard  or  South  Shore  Plaza  are  more  likely  than 
those  who  do  it  downtown  to  have  have  children  under  15. 


Non-Food  Shopping  by  Children  Under 


Non-Food  Shopoing 

West  Broadway 
Downtown 

Morrissey  Boulevard 
South  Shore  Plaza 


Children  Under  15 


Yes 


No 


Total 


10 


18 

56% 

14 

44% 

32 

100% 

7 

33% 

14 

67% 

21 

100% 

3 

50% 

3 

50% 

6 

100% 

7 

70% 

3 

30% 

10 

100% 

•  West  Sroadway  shoppers  who  arrive  by  car  are  more  likely  to  do  most  of 
their  non-focd  shopping  downtown,  on  Morrissey  Boulevard  or  at  the  South 
Shore  Plaza. 

Non-Food  Shopping  by  Transportation  Used 

Transportation 


Non-Food  Shoooina 


Walk 


Bus 


Car 


Taxi 


fotal 


West  Broadway 

22 

67% 

5 

15% 

4 

12% 

2 

6/0 

33 

100% 

Downtown 

13 

54% 

5 

21% 

6 

25% 

0 

0% 

24 

100% 

Morrissey  Boulevard 

4 

57% 

0 

0% 

3 

43% 

0 

0% 

7 

100% 

South  Shore  Plaza 

5 

50% 

0 

0% 

5 

50% 

0 

0% 

10 

100% 

•  West  Broadway  shoppers  who  do  most  of  their  non-food  shopping  there  are 
more  likely  than  those  who  do  it  downtown  to  watch  ads. 


Non-Food  Shoooinq  by  Watch  Ads 

Watch  Ads 


Non-Food  Shopoina 

West  Broadway 
Downtown 

Morrissey  Boulevard 
South  Shore  Plaza 


Yes 


No 


Total 


10 

44% 

13 

57% 

■23 

100% 

5 

26% 

14 

74% 

19 

100% 

0 

0% 

2 

100% 

2 

100% 

3 

75% 

1 

25% 

4 

100% 

East  Broadway 

Half  of  the  42  people  who  responded  to  the  question  have  shopped  on  East 
Broadway.     Most  of  these  people  shop  there  about  once  a  week. 


How  Often  -  East  Broadwav 


More  than  once  a  week 

Once  a  week 

Twice  a  month 

Once  a  month 

Less  than  once  a  month 


2 

11 
3 
4 
6 


%  Out  of  26  Responded 

/O 

42% 
12% 
15% 
23% 


Fotal   Observation 


26 


100% 


•  Asked  why  they  didn't  shop  on  East  Broadway  more  often,  many  respondents 
blamed  the  lack  of  variety  of  stores,  and  the  inconvenience  of  being  out  of 
walking  distance. 


Vlhy  Not  More  Often 

%  Out  of  25  Resoondents 


Lack  of  variety  of  stores                    9  36% 

Difficulty  to  walk  to                           5  24% 

Poor  quality  of  merchandise                3  12% 

Poor  appearance                                     3  12% 

High  prices                                              1  4% 

Other                                                         3  12% 

Total   Observations                      T^  lOOfo 

" HOURS   PREFERRED 

«  More  than  three  quarters  of  the  West  Broadway  shoppers   interviewed  do 
their  food  shopping  during  the  day. 

Time  for  Food  Shoapinq 

%  Out  of  50  ResDondents 


Day  only  49  ■                             82% 

Evening  only  9  15% 

Both  day  and  evening  2  3% 

Total   Observations  60"  lOOl" 


•  Similarly,  most  of  the  West  Broadv/ay  customers  shop  for  items  other  than 
food  during  the  day. 


Time  for  flon-Food  Shocoina 


%  Out  of  63  Rescondents 


Day  only  51  81% 

Evening  only  9  14% 

Both  day  and  evening  3  5% 

Total  Observations  FT  lUUT 


Most  of  the  shoopers  said   that  they  would  shop  en  Viest  Broadway  at  night 
if  inore  stores  stayed  open  lata. 

V/ould  Shoo  at  flioht  '    ■ 


Yes 
No 


Total   Observations 


39 
23 

67 


%  Out  of  62  Respondents 

63/0 
37% 

TOO^ 


•  Of  those  who  would  not  shop  at  night,  most  v;ould  not  because  of  fear. 


Fear 
Other 


Total   Observations 


Why  Not  Shop  at  Might 


17 
8 

25" 


%  Out  of  62  Respondents 

27% 

13% 


Ajnong  those  interviewed,  whether  people  would  shop  at  night  did  not  depend 
on  whether  they  do  their  food  or  non-food  shopping  in  the  evening  now. 

Would  Shop  At  Might  by  Time  For  Food  ShoDpino 

Time  for  Food  Shoooina 


V/ould  Shoo  At  Might 

Would 
Would  not 


Day 

31       76% 
10       24% 


tvemng 

19  82% 

4  17% 


Total  41     100%  23         1005 

Would  ShOD  At  Miaht  bv  Time  For  Mon-Food  Shoooinc 


Would  Shop  At  NiQht 

Would 
Would  not 


Day 

33       80% 
8       20% 


"ime  for  Non-Food  Shopping 

Evening 

20        83% 
4         17% 


Total 


41     100% 


24       100% 


Evening  shopping  hours  appeal   mainly  to   those  under  65. 

V/ould   ShoD  At  Nioht  by  Aae 


Vi'ould  Shop  At  Night 

Would 
Would  not 


Aae 

15-24 

25-64 

65 

or  More 

■  9    82S 
2    18% 

28 
11 

11% 
28^ 

1 
8 

11% 
89% 

11    100^. 

3T 

100^ 

9 

100% 

Total 


•  Evening  hours  appeal  most  to  those  v/ho  are  shopping  West  Broadway  more  and 
least  to  those  who  are  shopping  there  less. 

VIould  Shoo  at  Niaht  Bv  Shoooino  More  or  Less 


Shopping  More  or  Less 

V/ould  Shoo  At  liicht         More         Less         About  the  Same 

Would  11    85%     4    44%        24    60% 

Would  not  2    15%     5    56%        16    40% 


Total  13   100%     9   100%        40   100% 

MISSING  GOODS  AND  SERVICES 
Missinc  Goods 


•  West  Broadway  shoppers  are  most  interested  in  adding  a  bakery  to  the  shopping 
area.  Substantial  numbers  also  called  for  an  expansion  of  the  selection  of 
fabrics,  craft  and  hobby  supples  and  books  and  records.  Several  people  would 
like  to  see  a  large  department  store  in  the  area.  One  fifth  of  the  respondents, 
however,  thought  there  were  no  missing  goods  on  West  Broadwya. 

Missing  Goods 

%  Out  of  63  Rescondents 


Bakery  17  27% 

Fabrics,  craft,  hobby  13  21% 

Books,  music,  records  8  13% 

Departrient  store  4  6% 

Sporting  goods  3  5% 

Cameras,  jewelry  3  5' 

Other  missing  goods  14  22% 

Nothing  12  19% 

Total  Observations  IX 


c 


•  A  bakery  appeals  largely  to  those  over  25,  fabrics  and  craft  supplies  to 
those  bet,-/een  25  and  65,  and  books  and  records  to  those  under  45. 

Missing  Goods  bv  Ace 

A£e 

Missing  Goods  15-24  25-44  45-64  65  or  More  Total 

Bakery  1       6%         5       31%         3       19%       7  44%  16       100% 

Fabric,  craft-supplies  0       0%       10       77%        3       23%      0  0%  13       100% 

Books,  records  3     43%        4       57%        0        0%      0  0%  7       100% 


Respondents        *  11     18%      31       52%        9       15%      9  15%  60       100% 

*In  this  chart  and  those  following,  "Total   Respondents"  refers  to  the  number 
of  people  in  each  category  such  as  "Age",  for  comparison  with  the  distribution 
of  their  preferences,,  such  as  their  preference  for  a  "Bakery". 

•  A  bakery  appeals  most  to  people  with  incomes  under  $5,000  a  year,  while 
fabrics  and  craft  supples  and  books  and  records  appeal  to  people  with  a 
broad  range  of  incomes. 

Missing  Goods  by  Income 

Income 

Missing  Goods  Under  $5,000       $5-8,000     $3-15,000       $15,000  or  More      Tota'^i 

Bakery  13  77%  0  0%  4  23%  0  0%  17  IOC 
Fabrics,  craft 

supplies  1  8%  4  31%  6  46%  2  15%  13  IOC 

Books,  records  1  13%  1  13%  4  50%  2  25%  8  IOC 

Total  ~  ~  ~ 

Respondents  17       29%  12     20%      26        44%  4     70%  59     IOC 

•  A  bakery  and  fabrics  and  craft  supplies  appeal  most  to  V/est  Broadway  shoppers 
who  do  the  majority  of  their  non-food  shopping  there,  hile  books  and  records 
appeal  most  to  those  who  do  it  outside  South  Boston. 

Missing  Goods  by  Non-Food  Shoppinc 


Non- 

■Food 

Shopping 

Other  Ou' 

tside 

Missing  Goods 

West 

Broa 

dway 

Do 

.vntown 

of 

South 

Boston 

To 

tal 

Bakery 

12 

50% 

8 

33% 

4 

16% 

24 

100% 

Fabrics,  craft 

supdI  ies 

9 

64% 

4 

29% 

1 

7% 

14 

100% 

Books  ,  records 

I 

8% 

7 

58% 

4 

33% 

12 

100% 

Total 

Respondents 

33 

42% 

24 

■5  n .-.' 

OU,3 

22 

23% 

79 

100% 

Missing  Services 

•  Most  West  Broadway  shoppers  v/ould  like  to  see  a  ir^ovie  theatre  added  to  the 
area.     A  substantial   number  would  like  a  laundromat  on  West  Broadway.     Other 
missing  services  and  entertainrnent  uses  mentioned  included  bowling  facilities, 
a  discotheque,  an  art  center  and  restaurant.     Few  people  felt  that  there 
was  nothing  missing  from  West  Broadway  in  the  area  of  services  and  entertainment. 

Missing  Services  and  Entertainment  Uses 

%  Out  of  53  Rescondents 


Movie  Theatre  39  61% 

Laundromat  12  18% 

Other  Missing  Services                           9  14% 

Nothing                                                     5  8% 

A  movie  theatre  appeals  mostly  to  thocse  under  45,  while  a  laundromat 
appeals  mostly  to  those  over  25. 

Missing  Services  bv  Aae 


Missing  Services  15-24  25-44 

Movie  10       27%     23       62% 

Laundromat  1         9%      4      36% 


Aae 

45-64 

65 

or  More 

Total 

4   11% 

0 

0% 

37   100% 

1    9% 

5 

46% 

11   100% 

9   15% 

9" 

15% 

50   100% 

Total   Respondents  11       18%    31       52% 

•  A  movie  appeals  most  to  people  with  children  under  15,  while  a  laundromat 
appeals  most  to  people  without  children  under  15. 

Missing  Services  by  Children  Under  15 

Children  Under  15 

Missina  Services  Yes  No  Total 


Movie  24     69%     11       31%       35     100% 

Laundromat  4    33%      8       67%       12     100% 


Total    ResDondents  33     "bol    25       423"      59     lOOl 


A  movie  appeals   to   people  with  a  broad  range  of  incomes,  while  a   laundromat 
appeals  most  to  people  with   incomes  under  $5,000  a  year. 

Missing  Services  by  Income 

Income 

Missing  Services         Under  $5,000       $5-8,000   " 3-15,000     $15,000  or  more       Total 

Movie  '  5         14%  9     25?^     18     50%         4  11%  35     lOOi 

Laundromat  8     •    67%  1       8%      3     25%        0  0%  12     1005 

Total   Respondents         l7        29^  l7    2M    2F    44%        ^  ~7J  5J    100; 

A  movie  theatre  appeals  both  to  people  who  shop  V/est  Broadway  and  to  those 
who  shop  its  competitors  for  non-food  items,  while  a  laundromat  appeals  m.ostly 
to  people  who  shop  West  Broadway  or  downtown. 

Missing  Services  by  Non-Food  Shopping 

Non-Food  Shopping 

Missing  Services  Other  Outside 

West  Broadway     Downtown     South  Boston  Total 

Movie  18        39%  13     28%      15        33%  46       100% 

Laundromat  8        50%  6     38%        2         13%  16       100% 

Total   Respondents  33"        42^  2?"    30%       21        ISf  79"      100% 

LIKES  AND  DISLIKES 
Likes 


0  West  Broadway  shoppers  most  like  its  convenience  to  their  home  or  work. 
Significant  numbers  also  like  the  shopping  area  for  its  variety  of  stores, 
good  bargains  and  helpful   salespeople.     Almost  no  one  mentioned  liking  its 
parking  or  appearance. 

Likes 


Close  to  Home  or  Work 

Good  Variety  of  Stores 

Good  Bargains 

Helpful   Salespeople 

Good  Selection  of  Merchandise 

Safe 

Close  to  Public  Transportation 

Easy  to  Park 

Attractive  Appearance 

Other 


Total   Observations  11/ 


0/ 

a 

Out 

of 

63  Respondents 

56 

89% 

13 

21% 

.10 

16% 

9 

14% 

6 

10% 

6 

10% 

4 

6% 

1 

2% 

0 

0% 

12 

19% 

•  Vlhile  VJest  Broadway's  convenience,   bargains  and  salespeop-le  are 
appreciated  by  all   age  groups,   the  variety  of  stores   is   particularly 
appreciated  by  shoppers  between  25  and  65  years  old. 

Likes  bv  Aqe 


Likes 


15-24 


25-44 


45-6' 


65  and  Over 


Close  to  work 
or  home 

10 

19% 

27 

51% 

Good  bargains 

1 

10% 

6 

60% 

Good  variety 
of  stores 

0 

0% 

8 

61% 

Helpful 
salespeople 

2 

22% 

4 

44% 

Total 
Respondents 

11 

18% 

31 

52% 

8     15%         3       15% 
2     20%         1       10% 

5     39%         0         0% 


2     22% 


9     15% 


1       11% 


15% 


Total 

53       100% 
10       100% 

13       100% 

9       100% 


60       100% 


.  While  those  who  shop  West  Broadway  more  than  once  a  week  like  a  number  of 
things  about  it,   less  frequent  shoppers  mainly  like  its  convenience. 

Likes  bv  How  Often 


Likes 


Close  to  home  or  work 
Good  bargains 
Good  variety  of  stores 
Helpful    salespeople 

Total    Rescondents 


How 

Often 

More  Than 

Once  A  Week 

Once  a  Week 

or  f 

^ore 

37   66% 

9   90% 

11   85% 

9  100% 

19 
1 
2 
0 

10% 

15% 

0% 

Total 

56  100% 

10  100% 

13  100% 

9  100% 


^      71: 


18       29% 


62       100% 


9 

16% 

9 

16% 

38 

68% 

56 

100% 

6 

60% 

1 

10% 

3 

30% 

10 

100% 

4 

31% 

1 

nc/ 

0/0 

8 

62% 

13 

100% 

4 

67% 

1 

11% 

4 

44% 

9 

100% 

A  variety  of  characteristics  about  West  Broadway  appeal   to  people  who  are 
shopping  there  more,  while  closeness  to  home  or  work  is  its  main  aopeal 
for^those  shopping  less,  and  closeness  to  home  or  work,  along  y/ith'the 
variety  of  stores,  is  also  the  area's  main  appeal   for  those  shoppina 
there  about  the  same. 

Likes  by  More  or  Less   Shopping 

More  or  Less  Shopping 
'-'ikes  Mora  Less  About  the  Same  Total 

Close  to  home  or  work 
Good  bargains 
Good  variety  of  stores 
Helpful   salespeople 

Total   respondents         13     21%       10       16%  39       63%  62       100% 

Being  close  to  home  or  work  appeals  more  to  people  who  do  their  food 
shopping  on  East  or  West  Broadway,  while  the  variety  of  stores  and  helpful 
salespeople  are  particularly  appreciated  by  those  who  food  shop  outside 
South  Boston. 

Likes  bv  Food  Shoooinq 


Likes  West        East        Outside 

South  Boston  Tota': 

Close  to  home  or  work      30   49%      16   26%     15     25%  61  1( 

Good  bargains            5   46%      2   15%      5     39%  13  i( 

Good  variety  of  stores      6   40%      2   13%      7     47%  15  1( 

Helpful  salespeople        2   18%      2   18%      7     64%  11  1( 


Total  respondents     32   51%      19   28%     18     21%     69  IC 


Food  ; 

ihoPDina 

West 

Broadway 

East 
Broadway 

30 
5 
6 
2 

49% 
46% 
40% 
18% 

16 
2 
2 
2 

26% 
15% 
13% 
18% 

32 

51% 

19 

28% 

Recent  Irnprovefnents 

Most  respondents  noticed  recent  improvements  on  V/est  Broadv/ay,   particularly 
the  new  murals  on  grates  and  the  parking  lot  under  construction.     Many  people 
also  noted  the  new  lighting  and  litter  barrels. 

Noticed  Recent  Imcrovefnents 


Murals  on  grates  48 

Parking  lot  under  construction  34 

New  1 itter  barrels  24 

New  1 ighting  23 

Other  4 


%  Out  of  63  Respondents 

76% 
54% 
38% 
37% 
6% 


Total  observations 


133 


DISLIKES 

West  Broadway  shoppers  complained  most  about  high  prices.  Substantial  numbers 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  lack  of  parking  facilities,  poor  selection  of 


merchandise,  poor  appearance  of  the  shopping  area,  lack  oi 
and  poor  quality  of  merchandise. 

Dislikes 


variety  of  stores 


Out  of  63   Respondents 


High  prices 

Not  enough  parking 

Poor  selection  of  merchandise 

Poor  appearance 

Not  wide  enough  variety  of  stores 

Poor-quality  of  merchandise 


26 

41% 

19 

30% 

18 

29% 

17 

27% 

16 

25% 

15 

24% 

While  prices  are  of  concern  to  all   age  groups,   quality  of  merchandise  is 
of  particular  concern  to  the  elderly.     The  appearance  of  the  area   is 


particularly  disliked  by  those  45-64  years  old, 
bothered  those  under  25. 


Lack  of  parking  particularly 


Pi  si  ikes  by  Ace 


Aae 


65 


Disl ikes 


15-24 


25-44 


45-54 


High 
Lack 
Poor 
Poor 
Poor 


prices 

of  parking 

selection  of  goods 

appearance 

variety  of  stores 


Poor  quality  of  goods 


Total   respondents 


4 

16% 

13 

52% 

2 

8/0 

7 

37% 

9 

47% 

2 

11% 

5 

29% 

9 

53% 

0 

0% 

4 

24% 

9 

53% 

4 

24% 

4 

27% 

7 

47% 

2 

13% 

4 

29% 

5 

36% 

0 

0% 

or 

more 

To 

tal 

6 

24% 

25 

lOi 

1 

5% 

19 

lOi 

3 

13% 

17 

101 

0 

0% 

17 

101 

2 

13% 

15 

101 

5 

35% 

14 

10( 

11 


18%       31     52%       9  15% 


15% 


60     IOC 


While  high  prices  are  disliked  by  both  those  with  and  vn'thout  children  under 
15,  parking  is  more  likely  to  concern  those  with  children  under  15,  and 
quality  of  merchandise  more  likely  to  concern  those  without  children  under  15, 

Dislikes  bv  Children  Under  15 


Dislikes 


Hi  ah 
Lack 
Poor 
Poor 
Poor 


prices 

of  parking 

selection  of  goods 

appearance 

variety  of  stores 


Poor  quality  of  goods 


Chi 

Id 

-en 

Und 

er  15 

Yes 

^{0 

To 

ta 

1 

11 

46% 

13 

54% 

24 

100% 

12 

53% 

7 

37% 

19 

100% 

7 

44% 

9 

56% 

16 

100% 

9 

53% 

8 

47% 

17 

100% 

8 

53% 

7 

47% 

15 

100% 

2 

15% 

11 

85% 

13 

100% 

Total   resDondents 


33 


56 /b 


26 


44" 


59 


100% 


°  Poor  appesrance  and  lack  of  parking  are  more  likely  to  be  of  concern  to 
people  who  are  banking  rather  than  shopping. 


Di s 1 i kes  by  Purpose 


Purnose 


Dislikes 


fotal   respondents 


Shop 


Bank 


4S 


68? 


23 


32% 


Total 


High  prices 

20 

67% 

10 

33% 

30 

100% 

Lack  of  parking 

13 

54% 

11 

45% 

24 

100% 

Poor  sleection  of  goods 

15 

63% 

9 

37% 

24 

100% 

Poor  appearance 

12 

54% 

10 

46% 

22 

100% 

Poor  variety  of  stores 

12 

63% 

7 

37% 

19 

100% 

Poor  quality  of  goods 

12 

67% 

6 

33% 

18 

100% 

71       100% 


Prices  and  quality  are  of  particular  concern  to  VIest  Broadway  food  shoppers, 
The  appearance  of  Vlest  Broadway  is  of  particular  concs.rn  to  East  Broadway 
food  shoppers.     Viest  Broadway's  parking  is  particularly  disliked  by  people 


who  food  shop  outsidj 


Southie. 

Dislikes   by  Food   Shoooinq 


Disli 

ikes 

High 

prices 

Lack 

of  park' 

ing 

Poor 

sel  ection  of  good 

Poor 

appearance 

Poor 

variety 

OT 

stores 

Poor 

qual ity 

or 

goods 

Food  S 

hoDoing 

• 

West 

East 

Ou 

tside 

Broadway 

Broadway 

Sou 

ith 

Boston 

Total 

15  50% 

12 

40% 

3 

10% 

30  100% 

5  26% 

7 

30% 

10 

43% 

23  100% 

8  40% 

5 

25% 

7 

35% 

20  100% 

6  33% 

9 

50% 

3 

17% 

IS  100% 

6  35% 

7 

41% 

4 

24% 

17  100% 

9  56% 

4 

25% 

3 

19% 

16  100% 

Total   resDonses 


32     51% 


19 


18 


28% 


69     100^ 


Similarly,   prices  are  of  particular  concern  to  V/est  Broadway  non-food 
shoppers.     Quality  and  selection  of  goods  on  West  Broadway  are  more  likely 
to  concern  downtown  non-food  shoppers.     West  Broadway's  parking  and 
variety  of  stores  are  more  likely  to  concern  those  who  do  their  non-food 
shopping  outside  South  Boston. 

Dislikes  by  Non-Food  Shopping 

Non-Food  Shoooina 

Dislikes 


High  prices 

Lack  of  parking 

Poor  selection  of  goods 

Poor  appearance 

Poor  variety  of  stores 

Poor  quality  of  goods 


West 

Outside 

Broadway 

Down 

town 

South 

Boston 

Total 

19   56% 

10 

29% 

5 

15% 

34 

100% 

6   24% 

8 

32% 

11 

44% 

25 

100% 

8   33% 

10 

42%- 

6 

25% 

24 

100% 

8   40% 

6 

30% 

6 

30% 

24 

100% 

8   32% 

6 

24% 

11 

44% 

25 

100% 

5   28% 

10 

56% 

3 

17% 

18 

100% 

33   42% 

24 

30% 

22 

28% 

79 

100% 

lotal  responses 

Imorovefiients  Needed 

Among  possible  improvements.  West  Broadway  shoppers  are  most  interested 

in  better  prices,  more  stores  and  cleaner  sidewalks.     Substantial   numbers  also 

want  to  see  better  merchandise  and  evening  shopping  hours. 

Improvements  Needed 

%  Out  of  63  Respondents 

Better  prices 

More  stores 

Gel  an  sidewalks 

Better  merchandise 

Evening  hours 

More  attractive  stores 

More  pol ice 

Street  trees 

Free  transfer  to  get  back  on  bus 

to  downtown. 

Other 


Total  observations  185 


27 

43% 

24 

38% 

24 

38% 

21 

33% 

19 

30% 

14 

22% 

14 

22% 

12 

19% 

7 

11% 

23 

36% 

Better  prices  are  particularly  desired  by  the  elderly,  while  a  variety 
of  improvements  are  desired  by  those  under-  65. 

Improvements  Needed  by  Aqe 


Imorovements 


15-24 


Ace 
25-64 


65  or  mor; 


Total 


Better  prices 

4 

15% 

17 

65% 

5 

19% 

26 

100% 

Clean  walks 

4 

17% 

16 

70% 

3 

13% 

23 

100% 

More  stores 

5 

23% 

14 

64% 

3 

14% 

22 

100% 

Better  merchandise 

4 

21% 

14 

63% 

3 

16% 

19 

100% 

Evening  hours 

4 

22% 

14 

78% 

0 

0% 

13 

100% 

More  attractive  stores 

4 

29% 

10 

71% 

0 

0% 

14 

100% 

More  00 lice 

1 

8% 

11 

85% 

1 

8% 

13 

100% 

Street  trees 

4 

35% 

6 

55% 

1 

9% 

11 

100% 

Total   respondents 


11       18% 


40     57% 


15% 


60       100% 


A  range  of  improvements  are  desired  by  those  who  have  been  shopping  more. 
Better  prices  and  more  stores  are  desired  most  by  thoise  who  have  been 
shopping  less.     Clean  walks  are  particularly  wanted  by  thoise  who  are 
shopping  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 


Imorovements  Needed  by  Shoooina 


or  Less 


ImDrcvsments 


More 


Less 


ShoDoinq  More  or  Less 
About  the  Same 


Total 


Better  prices 

4 

15% 

7 

26% 

16 

59% 

27 

100% 

More  stores 

6 

25% 

6 

25% 

12 

50% 

24 

100% 

Clean  sidewalks 

3 

13% 

•J 

13% 

18 

75% 

24 

100% 

Better  merchandise 

5 

29% 

2 

10% 

13 

62% 

21 

100% 

Evening  hours 

4 

21% 

1 

5% 

14 

74% 

19 

100% 

More  attractive  stores 

5 

36% 

2 

14% 

7 

50% 

14 

100% 

More  pol ice 

2 

14% 

1 

7% 

11 

79% 

14 

100% 

Street  trees 

4 

33% 

2 

17% 

6 

50%  ■ 

12 

100% 

fotal   respondents         13       21% 


17% 


12       100% 


APPENDIX  III 

PAST    AND    PRESENT    NEIG.IBORHOOD 
IiMPROVEMENT    PROGRAMS    AND 
DISTRICT    PROFILE 


CI~Y  CF  zCSZZli 


SOUTH  H0STC>7 


Tha  r.2.jcr  cbj active  of  the  15T3-1S79  Neighhcrhocc 
I.-crcvenier.-  rrcgrajn  fcr  South  3ostcr-  is  nsichhorhccd  cra- 
-erva-ion.   Scu-h  3os-on.  has  lest  alr.cst  a  -hire  of  its 
pccuia-ion  cacvaer.  15 SO  and  13  7  0  cut,  daspita  this  fact,  : 
r.as  racai.-ad  izs  tradi-ional  charac-ar  and  rar.ains  pra- 
do~ina_ntlv  a.    air  one  niddla  Lr.ccz7.s    nsichhcrhccd. 


■a«C'^^r»  —  *  a 


than  -ncsa  araas  -hat  navs  ax~eriancac  -ns  craazas-  pep— 
ulaiicn  dsclina,  and 
is  gaarad  -cvard  '; 
araas  in  crdar  -c 


:crarr. 


isinc  and  chvsical  in.^^ovsrusn'cs  in  thcsa 


-o  —  =  c  ■ 


nsichbcrhccd .   This  prccran  is  a  ccn-muaticn  anc  axpansion 
of  pasz  prccra.T.s  using  zha   City's  Ccrrr.uni-y  :;evelcpr'.an-; 
Block  Gran-  and  c 
oncoinc  affort  zc 
'~ '  s  inva s "zn-an—  in 


-_—«_'■   S  '-O- 

Ci-y's   Capital    Budge-.       It    is    paru   c: 
jzic    indusurial    encrcachrr.anu    and    s-ar. 


^   '---'-='—   s— aT~   ■•■'   "^at,"— 3 


zcs^zr.. 


•  3  C  *  -  3- 


Spaca  y.  =  r.  =  c3r.ar.-  Prccrar.  tc  re -um  land  -C  a  -jsarle  ccr.dizicn 
tr.araby  prc-o -ir.c  private  ir.ves-zr.en-  in  hcusinc  ccr.a -ruc-icn 


Neichjrcrr.ccd  social  servicas  frr  tha  ycuth  and  aldarly 


It  is  the  niajor  cbj active  of  ths  1S73-1979  Scuth 
Eoston  Hcusi-c  ?rccr3^  .a  targat  the  Hccsir-c  Ir.prcve- 
"ant  rrccran  for  these  hcr.acv-ers  ci  lew  and  ~ccarata 
incc-.es . 

Demoliticr.  and  Zcarding  will  be  ccntinuad  and  ta 
aucT»antad  by  the  Ccan  Scaca  ManacSir-ent  ?rccrain  tc 
provida  a  ccizprahansiva  approach  to  targa-ad  areas  in 
Scuth  Boston. 


Housing  Inprc valient  Progras 
Deir.oliticn  and  Hoarding 
Cpen  Spaca  Manage.-ant 
Housing  Advocacy 


S  3  0  Q  ,  0  0  C 

65 , OCC 

40, GOO 

5,000 


HU>L?07  SZ7.VICZ3 


A.    Ildariv  Ser-/icas 


Tha  physical  lijni 
2,000  senior  citirans 
Senicr  Shuttle,  vhich 


and 
have  teen  r7.a"c  in  the  cast  b*^- 


Senior  Shuttle 

jervices 


34,000 


V^-.-i. 


To  supper-  tne  ccr-?.arc:.al  anc  r.ousmg  i-prcver.an-s 
in  Scuth  Scs-cn  as  veil  as  to  ir.pac-  -'~e   high  juvenile 
unainplo3;':r.anc,  and  high  school  drop-ouc  rate,  special 
prcgrar:s  have  bean  developed  to  provide  counselling, 
and  reading  services  for  the  ycuuh  of  Scuch  Bcstcn. 

After  School  P.aading  =5,; 

Zducaticnal  "ccaticnal  ".escuroa  Canter  20,'. 

:.z ZGH3C  ?JiOc g  i:i? ?.c vzmz:it s 

"A  vest  pocket"  park  will  be  construc-ad  an  z'r.s 
intersection  of  Z-.erson  and  Zast  Third  Stree'zs  co 
clearly  defina  the  s-reets  as  well  as  to  fortify  this 
section  of  South  Scston  as  a  residential  area.   In- 
creased street  lichcinc  on  Zast  Zhird  Street  will  also 


Z.T.erscn  S* 


^  T""^  a -i  >" 


-i;"'^---  -  *  '  '•-- 


^7.       NZIGH3C?-H0CD    CCMMZ?.C~.-.L    CZ^JTZ?. 

3asad   or.    the    s^iccsss    of    ths    1975    "r.sstors  '    prccran 
i::    Scu-h   3as~cn.,    this    year's   b-usir.ess    cis-tric-    prcgrar. 
will   be   sxpa-cec    -c    include    z'r.csa   r.eicr±crhccd    stcres 
.-ot   previcusly   alicibla    fcr   par-icipatic-    dua    to    physical 
locaticn   prccra:::   c^iidelir.as .       The   prccran  will    targe~ 
thase   businesses    in   an    a-uer.pt   tc   prc~ota   mixed    use 
ravitalicazicn    in    South   Zcs-cn. 

"Ma    S    ra"    Store    .-.ebaua  10,000 

V.    CCNCZNT?JiTZD  ~y/~STy.Z^iT  A.'Z.". 

The  1S7S-1979  South  Boston  Maichborhcod  Ir.prova- 
r.ent  Procrai:-  will  concantrata  on  the  lower  end  of  South 
=os-on  i.e.,  west  cf  Corches-ar  Straen,  with  a  varie-y 
cf  housing  and  physical  i.-prove.T.enos  with  appropriaoe 
social  ser'/ica  suppcri. 

The  concanuraued  in'/estmenu  areas  in  the  Low"er  Znu 
of  Scuuh  Bcs-on  ara  as  follows: 

"vZ3T  THIP.D  SfriZZT 

Che  3-reet  lighting  of  Wes-c  Third  Stree-c  will 
defi.ns  this  araa  as  rasidanuial  and,  in  ccnjunc-ion 
wi-h  the  Housing  Ir.prover.enu  Progran;,  C^er.    Space 
Manaca.-ant,  Soarding/3e-clizion  and  Tree  Planting 
Procrans,  w'ill  orov^de  a  corn— rshensi^/e  aocroaoh  — n 
dafin:..-g  boundaries  'zez'.ie~n    .he  residanoial  and  indus- 
trial areas. 

'■<ss~    Third  S^raeu  -  Stree.  lighuing  17  0,00  0 

Tree  Planninc  '     '  3  0,0  00 

WZST  Sr.CAZ'v".-."-' 

^'"^'5  ^"^^a  "as  been  de'^i.~*"a"~^ /■■  ^o^  '""^"r.-L** a  s ' 
2_j_rh'zin'S  ir.o ro'.'err.snos .   I~  1.3  oelieved  thau  such  oh''''3ical 
inves'^r.ann  w'lH  ao"^  as  a  cara*  vs*^  ~c  — a^'eraca  ori-vaoa 
—  3C"  t^r'"ua   =  ^ c".    ^ *■  rrr". e r o  1. a   za*/^'  "crrien'". 

This  s"zrae~  li-huing  reprasan~s  t'r.s   Cioy's  oo~- 

Publio  Zousi.-.g  r.cdernioation  funds  for  ohe  "as-  Brcacway 

Hcusinc  ?ro-ec-,  and  encourages  residential  ir.prove- 
-en-s  and  neighborhood  stability  in  ohe  area. 

ou" — each  orocr ar.  has  been  de^/elooed  to  ore/  —  da  a  ocsi.— 

The  Scuoh  Boston  Be-" '3  Club  has  been  allocaoed 
for  capioal  ir.p ro ver.anos  allow:.ng  thar  to  axpa.".d 
-heir  facilities  to  r.eet  -he  i.noreasmg  dar.a.-.d  for 
indoor  recraaoional  faoilioies  in  the  -eichborhocd . 


'£es-  Srcadvav  -  5t:r3et  lichtir.c (A-E  St_.  ) 

3  Straet  -  Stres-c  Lich-ing  (W,"  3rd-Cld  Coior.yp- 


B^Straet  -  Street  Lich-ing  (W."  3rd-Cld  Colony)'-  ■'"' 1 4  4  ,  0  0  c" 

%"esu  5t:i  Strse^  -  Street  Lighting  144,000 

(D-Corchester  St.) 

vv'es-  7th  Street  -  Street  Lighting  216,000 

(3— Dcrchss^ar  St.) 

Scuth  3cstcn  Bcv's  Cluh  -  Group/T^crk  Prcgran  .  1S,0Q0 

Sou-h  3QSton  Scy's  Cluh  -  Capital  I.T-provenen-s  16,000 

ma:ry  ellzn  mcccr:-<-ac~,  old  colony  housing  prcjict 

The  Open  Scaca  M£nager:ant  ?rcgra:n  vill  be  expa.nded 
to  include  the  grounds  of  these  tvo  public  housing 
projects.   3cth,  while  generally  in  good  physical 
share,  will  greatly  benafiw  psychologically  frox  this 
arocra.a.   It  is  hoped  -hat  this  visual  uplift  will  also 
positively  effect  surrounding  naighbcrhocds . 

Open  Space  Manage— ent  10,000 

To  cc-plenent  this  program  and  to  support  the 
physical  and  housing  ir.proveir.ent  of  the  neighborhood,  a 
yourh  outreach  counsellinc  progran  has  been  developed 
for  this  specific  purpose  to  sar'/e  rhe  youth  of  these 


Harbor  'fourh  Center  2  0,00  0 


'c-a_  Neichbcrhccd  I.-norovenent  ?rocra.-n  '  .'''    ''"Q 
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Bistrist  ?rcfile  and  Prepense  1273-1331 
Nei^hborhcod  Dsvslop^sn;  £Z.d  Housiig  ?Ib^ 


1        ^.,.v'r;;W     r,i7iT:''r^^'>l 


r.;^--'^--^' 


Cirv  of  3o5tcn 


Dear  5ou^  Bcstm  P.asidsn*: 

The  Boston  P.sdsvsiop^sn.;  Aurhcriirr's  ^Tcigiibcrhccd  ?''.-• — •-.g'  Prcgrar: 
is  T^ro-cosin^"  this  thrs-s-vear  Neighborhood  Deveiccnsnt  and  Housing" 

;ist  local  rasidsncs  and  City  agencies   to  develop  Icng'er  rang' 


Plan  to  as  sis 

coordinated  soluticns   to  South  Boston's  housing,   co=eroial 

develoni^snt,   rsoreationai  and  transportaticn  needs. 


,    c^^r.c; 


Over  the  past  ten  years,    the  City  has  ziade  a  ziajcr  cc=:zutz:ent  to  the 
residential  revitaiization  of  icuth  Boston  '.vith  the  investiient  of  over 
iCO  million  in  r.vo  nev/  schools,    a  fire  staion  zr.d  n-'anicipai  parking  lot. 
nsv;  and  izi'ZTZvad  paries,    and  n'-imerous   street  h;proT=nien:3 .      In  additi: 
the  Housing  Inn ro -recent  Progran  has  helped  over  l.CGO  hcnecv.'ners 
nai-ta  innrcvertents   to  their  hcines  and  ne'.v  elderly  housing  has   ceen 


ccnstr-actec  -n 


''^oint'*  section. 


-.^/-•^.i^^ 


Des-ite  these  past  efforts,   additional  attention  ziust  he  cir: 
'n-zircvezLs^.zs   to  South  Boston's  housing  stccic,    business   districts, 


■as 


*  —   ,-,         IT- 


Due  to  linited  City  randing  capabilities,   -.ve  nust  use  our  hnited  —ds 

assist  both  Cirr  Hail  and  the  neighbcrhocd  to  determine  'zc.','  v/e  can 
best  urilite  our  lintited  rescurces . 


;oo 


V'.=  r 


=la3  to  roster  ccn±auing  interest  in  ;oiatly  solTh: 


the  crcblecis   to.ciz'^  South  Bosto 
the  neirhborhocd's   strengths. 


-tly  so^^-' 

T*  "t:  tr"a 


.■^ev_n  .-.    .vmt; 
Mavor 


7X3LZ  OF  CO^TZMTS 

I.  DTTP.ODuCTION/SUZ^E'LlP.Y 

II.  DISTRICT  ??.CFILZ 

A.      C0^C*rU^1TY  QVz.?.\1Z'.'/  a^^d  IDZNTUHD  xzzds 

1.       Todi  DiszrLcz 

a.  Popuiadcn  and  Lscose  Characteristics 

b.  Condition  or*  Housing  and  l^ssds 

c.  Econcnic  Conditions  3s:d  Unenplcjrnent 
■    v.dl_„CoELaercial  P.aviraiicaticn . 

s.        CoainimitT  JaciliwSS  and  Public  Incrcvsns: 
f.        Transportncion 


ieec 


City  ?cin: 

Cclunbus  Pari: 

Andrsv;  Scuars 

West  Brcad'.vay/Lovjer  Znd 

"D"  S^s-ec  Prcjec:  Area 

Northern  S^scticn 


:3 . 


PAST  r-UJOP.  ?TJ3L1C  .A^TD   PP.r'ATZ  IN-nSTT'IZirT   (1 
1373   PUBLIC  r^nnSTT'IZNT   P?.CG?..A:-I  STATT2 


A.       ?.ZSIDZITTiAL  STABILITY 

3.       I2TTDIP.ZCT   ACCZS3  TO   lffDU3T7.IAL  0?H?.AT:C:rS  3: 

EZL.4.TZD  T?.A:rs?o?.TAT:orr  issyzs 

C.  INC0MPATI3LZ   LAJnD   "3Z 

D.  VACAl^r:  A^7D  UITDZBYTLLIZZL  LA^iD 


'•L-^P.Y  '^'^.O'^OSZD  T'-^F-ZZ  Y~A.F.  ir'I?''.0^"ZI'iZirT 

coMPP-Zi-rzNsrrE  dz\'tlop>:z2tt  stPwATZgy 

THP.ZZ  YZAP.  PP.CC-P.AM  S'U7''r'LT.?.Y  TA3LZ 


't^uOr.v^-1  I, --^ 


m  crc  cue  tic  n 

2_.,..^  C  !p  .  3  'G.J  and  C_.  I .  ?  .  __^?rccc 
4.        Suzmarv        "~ ' '  ■•■  -    - 


Dn?.ODu"CTiC]S'/S~lZ'LlP-Y 


Sizes  th.s  12CC's,    Souih  2ostca,   like  ether  zeig'h.borhccdj  iisar  c.c:rzzo-,Tz 
Bostan,   hzs   ^saciv  s:rzs:zded  iis  lazd  arsa  bv  :"'-"-. g  bars,   covas   =r.c 
i-lsts.     For  e:i:i=pis,   z:csc  ci'  :hs  industrial  sacrcr  zortb.  of  Isz  Strsec, 
ube  Stazd'.vav,   azd  cbs  Castis  Island  arsa  was  created  by  landfill. 
Tcdav,    Scuib.  Bostan  is  a  peninsiila  of  approrcnacel"  four  square  zulss 
'.vith,  spacious  beaches  and  •.veil- nain -lined  paries.      Its  ^-"^s  location  =,ot 
only  affords  its  residents  direct  access  ta  do'.vntavjn  Boston,   but  also 


nuze-ciata  access  ta  comts  north 


'.a  soutn. 


Ber.veen  1S5Q  and  ISTQ  South  Boston  lost  almost  a  third  of  its  popularicn. 
Although  the  population  has  renained  relatively  stable  since  1970,    there 

statistics  sho-.v  that  the  largest  age  groups  were  2£-4r^  years  old  (21.5%); 
4s-c4  years  old  (24.3%);   and  over  65  years   (13.3%).      Thus,    apprc:htaately 
52%  cf  South  Boston  residents  are  25  years  or  older.     This  reflects  a 
population  slightly  older  than  the  ciry-.vide  average  (57%).     Hov/ever, 
South  Boston  continues   to  be  a  stable,   niddle  izcozie  zeighbcrhccd  and 


-*«      ^.-^  <^^c»»».a^      ^"  »3     r^f      th^ 


a    c^r ^< 


est  neigncoraoccs  m  .acston. 


The  ttaicrity  of  the  area's   14,170  housing  units  are  p redoztinan tly  of 
•■vccd  construction  and  '.vere  built  prior  to   1932.      Conditions  vary  but 
housing  v/lthin  the  Wast  Brcad'.vay  neighborhood  is  iz  need  of  na;cr 
ranovatiors .      In  1277,    12.5%  cf  the  South  Boston  labor  force  '.vas  ■..:n- 
en:pisyed,   indicating  a  continuing  -zz^c.  for  additional  job   dsvaicpnent 


:uth  Boston's  neighborhood  business  -districts,    th: 


,_-     I  — •■!     ••-     -, 


=nc  storeiront  iztnrovemsnts 


of  additional  oar  inn  ^     str*3et  ^nenitie: 


r-ta:or  transportation  inprovements ,    via  the  development  of  a  Seaport 
.-.ccsss  P.oad.    are  recuired  :o   re-route  increasing  tr"-:cic  trai'fic  off 
residential  streets  and  onto  a  direct  truclt  route  to  industrial  areas. 


:e  last  10  years,    the  City  has  invested  neariy  £30  nillion  in 
capital  facilities  in  South  Boston,   including  the  construction  of  the 
^ZT dc^   ar d  '^v"an  ConLzunit*^  Schools  and  the  "^*'   Street  Fire  Szatior 
Other  innrovenents  have  included  ns'.v  and  recaired  carles   and  oia'/- 


-ouncs,    tn: 


>r— a^r 


.3a: 


icuse  renovations   anc  a  nev;  oc 


:ac? 


off-street  pari<ing  lot  vrlthin  the  V/est  Broad:vay  business   district.      Over 
SI  niHion  '.vas  invested  in  the  Housing  Improvement  Program  to  assist 
South  Boston  homecvv-ners  in  renovations   to   their  homes.      In  addition  £3 
units  of  nev/  elderly  housing,    the  Peninsular  Arms,   have  recently 
ccened  at  "L"  and  cth  Streets. 


tree  years,    the  City  must  continue  to  address 
:n's  maior  oroblems  c:   residential  instability,    indirect  acces; 


:cutn 


;-1 


operations,    incompatic-e  lanc  use,    anc 


"--- -    e-- .-..^  ac  T--- '   '— -..c-'— —  Imcrov-me^t   Pro^—am   (HIP)    should  be   continued 


■  -  —        •  ,^— .  a/** 


ziors  than  cnca,    and  a  prcgram  zi^sc.  s.z  iz.Tss"cir-ov/ned  strucr-irss  in 
csrtsin  tirg'acac  arsas.      I'  tiis  Fscsrai  Sscicn  312  oroo^sm,   '.vnich 
provides  low  intsrast  leans  for  bousing'  renovation,   beccnss  availabia  in 
South  Boston  it  'vouid  allow  nore  cuaiifisd  bcnscv.'nsrs  the  cpporr-mity 
to  ccaplsteiy  ranovata  thair  bodies.      Also,   faderai  and  stata  subsidias 
sbould  be  providsd  to  encourage  tna  renab£Litation  of  datarioratad  and 
vacant  aparnaant  building's.  •   • 

-—       — -.1.-1  '— —  3      .r,,    I  ,     J        «l— ,_-      i_l.,l_Ji— 3       ji.w]d S c «_      ^w-—     I.. 

nodemizaticn,    repairs  and  continuing'  naintanancs  prograzis  to  provide 
decent  and  safe  living'  conditions  for  ail  residents.     The  "B"  Street 
project  recsntiy  received  33  ziillicn  in  State  modertiitation  ncnies   to 
snlarg'e  asar'^aents  and  zzzlas  otber  sorely  neadsd  iiicrcveraents. 

Capital  iziprcveaents  to  tbs  nai.g'hbcrncod  sev.-er,   v/atar,   lig'b tins'  ^^"^ 
street  systans  ~esd  to  be  continued. 

Major  opporr.inities  ardst  for  nev/  daveiopnent  and  inprovenants  en 
vacant  and  undar'-i-ilired  portions  of  tbe  zortbam  industrial  sector  (just 
under  3CQ  acres).      A  variety  of  projects  both  public  and  private  bave 
been  announced  or  considered,   but  as  of  this  vrriting  -o  construction 
bas   talcen  oLaca.     Tbe  l-tey  to  tbe  future  daveiopcent  of  tbe  industrial 
sector  lies  vritn  tbe  construction  of  tbe  Seaport  .■Access  ?.oad  •.vbicn 
"vcuid  effectiveiy  cbannai  trucit  traffic  directly  froa  tbe  Zirpressivays  to 


Due  to  tbe  Laclc  of  string'snt  controls  ia.  tbe  past,   industrial  ancroacnnant 
created  a  band  of  nined  uses  along'  First  and  Second  Streets,      .-.s  a 
result,   nunarous  vacant  lots   surround  regaining'  bouses  causutg  disin- 

tbe  City  is   searcning'  for  Federal  funds   to  create  a  ''Buffar  Far:-:". 

As   tba  City  is  faced  -.vltb  agisting  fiscal  '-—,-; tations ,    this  -.inderscores 
±.e  ne-d  for  tbe  City  to  focus  its  resources  v/bila  uniitbng  a  variety  ct 
private,    state  and  federal  resources  to  accoizpiisb  najcr  -eig'bbcrbood 
objectives .      Efforts  sbould  be  directed  tov/ard  nartinizing'  tba  use  of 
available  oubiic  nonies   :o  ieverag'e  orivate  investztant  -.vbenaver  possible. 


II.       DISTRICT  ??.CFII_Z 


DTTI7IZID   }rEZDS 


Total  District 


a. 


Pociilaticii  snd  I:2cc^e   Cza.r^ct2ri2tics 


In-  1ST3,    ths  Stata  astiriatad  a  pcpiilatio-   ci"  2o,GC0  vrhich.  is 
approsiiiatsij  ths  sazzs  as  ch.e  ISTQ  fadaml  csnsvis  ■^■=r-'— ar^ 
li  esa— i=±:g  ths  percsntage/districuricn.  07  ag'e  group,   it  is 
interesting  to  -ote  that  the  largest  psrcs=.ta,ge  grcu-cs  v.-ere 
25-44  years,   21.5%;   4S-54  F^^s ,    24.5%;    and  c5  and  "over, 
15.3%.     3y  cccbining  the  total  percsntags  of  thssa  groups, 
we  find  that  51.6%  of  South  2oston  is  25  vsars  or  older. 


:a  a  ct 


•v/iC; 


jers'oective,    ioutn  Boston  s  liguras  "var^  a 


:e'.v  percentage  points  above   the  ^Lz~:~.ds  average  of  5.%. 

Ths  ccrcitinahon  of  the  encdus  to  the  subufcs     ^''='-^t  *~  — 
rstas      in du "=  trial  ^"'^"cschne""      1-. ^— o-j^.;— —   ——•-•■.;   r—^--"^ 


esBed 


r.v'o  c:   tne  ncrtnem  suc-n.eigncorncocs  anc  tn: 


low  national  birth  rats  has  prevented  -e'.v  younger  couples 
vrith  children  fro3  noving  in  v/hils  the  °'^'<^r^~g  niddle-age 
and  older  age  brackets  regain  and  expand.     Over  the  years, 
South  Boston  has  beccne  an  attractive  area  for  senior  cihnen; 
to  reside  in  because  of  its  physical  cro:nnitv  and  safer".* 
record.     There  are  scz:e  cases  of  former  South  Boston  resi- 
dents '.vho  noved  out  to  the  suburbs,   had  children,   only  to 

According  :o  the  T.S.    Census  of  Population  and  mousing  the 
nedian  faniiy  incons  ranges  vnthin  tbe  sub-ceighborhocds  of 

b.       Condition  of  Housing  z^d  "^te-eds 


Over  SC%  of  the  es; 


v.'ere 


:e:or« 


•  COC        '— 


est  or  '-t  nucn  earlier 


najcrity  are  constructed  of  wood,    the  na'cr  problem  is   the 
cost  of  on-going  naintenance  tbat  is   rec'-ured  "o  keep   ehen  u: 
to  code.      Those  bcTaeo-.vners  v.no  cvm  nulri-f-~''v  irrocr-ires 


faced  '.vith  the  dilesma  where  the  costs  of 


and  naintenance  have  risen  so  high  that  o'.vners  would  have 


to  raise 


unable  to  nake  repairs  '.\-ithout  losing 
hiding  often  ends  up   abandoned  and  ope: 

■  -e  difficult  to 

^c*   — ^.a-^a.- 


mvestor-o^vners  a; 

*— e-*—  tenants,    the 

to  vandals   and  fire.      Hone  bnprovenenc  leans 

obtain  tn  those  areas  where  new  investnen:  is 


tnere  is  no  at 


and  narke:  ■uncertainties.      The  City  denolishes  about  40 
buildings  per  year  (nostly  Lo-.ver  Znd)  and  this  coupled  ''.--.th 
the  n'lnber  of  vacant  buildings  justifies   the  ~i^d  for  an 


Csrtaiz  stzb-aei^hbcrhccds  in  ciis  "Lov/er  End"  dsmand  ~or2 
izmadisca  ansnticz  ciian  others.     Th.s  Hcusing"  Liicrcvemsnt 
ProgTsz:  overall  has  bse-  verr  succssSiUl  in  hslnin^  to  alls- 
vlars  skyrcckscing  zcr:ecv/ner  ccs'j  for  ail  agss  but  nesds 
sore  •>-'-r-~-r  to  rsacb  addiional  honeov/nsrs  '.vho  cuaiify. 

Frsa  a  scrs  positiTa  perspsctiva,   thsrs  ars  sees  who  feel 
that  given  South  Boston's  dsveicp=:snt  potential  (notabiv  the 
industrial  sector)   that  '.vithin  ten  vears  or  so,   both  City 
residents  and  suburbanites  •.vill  find  South  Boston  a  verv 
attractive  place  to  live  because  of  its  proz^iity  to  the  dov^-n- 
to^vTi,   attractive  housing  stock,   and  it  is  the  safest  neighbor- 
hood in  Boston.     If  this  happens,   real  estate  in  certain  areas 
vrul  noticeably  appreciate. 

South  Boston  (as  •.veil  as  the  City  as  a  '.vhole)  has  a  continu- 
ing need  for  elderly  housing.      In  the  past,    *'--';  district  has 
been  forrcnate  to  have  a  ncderate  amount  of  "veil  maintained 

"T  "  Street.      A  future  site  in   .^ :- H— ;>tv  Scuar**  is  ^'"^  *^ t ^ r^ ^ ■'^* c* 
but  the  need  for  additional  units  stiH  remains  a  'zi^'z.  priority. 

There  is  no  longer  a  community  need  for  additional  housing 
projects  as  South  Boston  currently  has  three,   but  there  is  a 

'.vlthin  the  McCormaci^  and  Old  Colony  projects  and  an  over- 
haul of  the  dilapidated  "D"  Street  project. 


.-.ccording  to  the  ISTQ  U.S.    Census   the  unemployment  rate  for 
South  Boston  v.'as  3.C%;   it  has  nore  than  doubled  over  the 
past  eight  years   to  an  estimated  12.5%.     It  would  be  naive  to 
say  that  the  unemployment  rate  in  South  Boston  v/ere  at  an 
acceptable  level     desnite  the  ernstin'^  lar'^e  base  of  manufac- 
ruring  jobs   (2nd  in  the  City,   -.vith  243  firms).      In  the  fur.ire, 
South  Boston  has   the  best  chance  of  any  district  to  benefit 
from  development  in  the  northern  industrial  sector.      For 
e.'iample,    a  Job  Training  Center  at  the  Boston  .Marine  Industrial 
Pari-i  trains  Boston  youths  in  -.velding,    pipefitting,   nachine 
tcol  operation  and  indust— ial  building  naintenanoe  trades. 
The  placement  rate  for  graduates  is  very  high.     Of  the 
recent  graduating  class,   over  3G%  v/ere  South  Boston  residents. 

Commsrciai  r.e'.'itali^ation 

South  Boston  has  a  large  n'.m:ber  of  "Ma  3c  ?a''   f:.~e  stores 
and  other  small  commercial  concerns   scattered  throughout  the 

cistrtcts   -"   ivest  sroadv.'ay  anc  i.ast  wroacwa".      .-..tnougn  tne 
T -3 ^ •   ~ —oad'tva"  bus'''"ess  district  is   surfounded  b'-'  scmev.'^at 
better  housing  stock  than  the  V/est  Broad'.vay  busiaess,    it  too 
is  not  •.v-itl-out  its   share  c:   croblems. 


iiers  IS  a  zaec  :or  =:crs  par:-cz5,    oactar  pecescria;:  ugr.tiz.g', 
traffic  sigTials ,    clsansr  scrsscs  and  sidewsikj .     '.vhsn  a  zariczai 
si:pen:ar:-ca:  chain  '.wzs  forcsc  :o  cicss  its   dccrs  a  Iccai  rssidsn: 
tcok  ovsr  the  buiidizg"  and  sines  the  jrznd  opening'  has 
s'virpassed  previous  sales  records.     The  ccndirions  of  -eis'hccrhcod 
ccrmerciai  districts  often  influence  ihe  invesczenc  decisions  of 
adioining'  residenriai  properrj  ovniers. 


The  West  Brcadv/av  shopping  district,   has   sinilar  ~e^d2,   hut 
recently  a  City  ov.-ned  o3-space  pari-cng  let  v/as  constructed  to 
a£eviate  dcuble-carlcng'  or.  V/est  Broad'.vav  and  a  ce'.v  lighting' 
systea  installed.     This  change  coupled  •.vith  the  on-gcing 
P-ESTOHZ  (City  rebates  for  storefront  renovations)   Prog-ran: 
has  ziade  this  area  a  nore  viable  shopping 'district.     However, 
like  Zast  2roadv;ay  there  is  a  continued  zeed  for  additional 
funds  for  ?.ZSTO?.Z  and  a  need  for  continued  cocperation 
ber.veen  the  City  and  storec'.vners  in  order  to  —  ^'^'---   ^e 
viability  of  both  shopp: 
in?  it. 


CLSt 


a. 


r*t?TT^'^*'!.'"*T'*'v  p£ciH— 2s  3Z1C  P'^-io ^' c  I.^ w I'^^'T^s^  *  '^r^'^Gs 


I'V^         ■^otir^T-     -— .^     v^^rar-    ^i"— 'csc"^     ^n-^T    ' 


■tfiA.' 


sice'.vaixs ,   se'.ver 


:c  '.v; 


;e  pertodcally  re- 
r.'.-o  ze'.v  schools  and 


^sir'sc.  or  replaced.      The  City  has  bu. 

—  ^-j-— a  sta^*^"   •'-*    th^  """a-a  bu*  ."t*^*^   —•/-'•a  —  a^.^2   *o  '"* e  d'*'* 


Aacn'-"  those  facilities   and  other  oublic  incroveaents   that 
deserve  attention  are  the  "TL"  Street  3athhouse     ' '^  of  the 
Citv-o-.%— ed  caries  and  o lav gro un ds ,   additional  street  trees  for 


and  se^'Ver  lines. 


^o  ^sv^^*'     str^^ts 


South  Boston's   transportation  zer.vor:-:  is  based,  on  a  grid 
systen  criginallr  dtsi^ned  in   tie  ISCQ's.      Over  the  years,    ai 


:d  '.vas  ::_^ec  ut  aortn  c: 


1    a  w-o  C~ 


.lostons  utcustrtai  sector  utcreasec,    so  ma  its   tr"uc:<  :r: 


-1^:     -^r- 


South  Boston  des"cerataly  zeeds  a  route  ".vhic 
reduce  tr^ck  traffic  and  its  resultant  effect.; 
areas  v/l-hle  offering  a  direct,    yet  attractive  route  to   t— ucken 


'.vouic  cot 


acutn  soston  .tas   r.'.'o  co: 

and  the  ?*Iarv  Zllen  '.".zCz: 
nore  to   the  project  pcpu: 

nodate  additional  cases. 
c"le"   social  service   cror^ 


•.v.lich  serves   the  general  pcpulat 

—  -r-.-    "^^••■~     r-^^-^^    \v--r-     -:^-.?-? 


..  -  .^     - .—  a    ',''—' 


The  Condon 


Dav   Care   : 


scorsdaLSC  by  tis  ccESXinitr .     T— s  ocesin'^  of  uis  Hsrcor 
YcuLh,  Ca:i:ar  has  providsd  a  supervised  locatia:!  '.vhere  cs'sns 
r-i—   scci2lize  canszruciveiy. 

Tie  Senior  Shuttle  has  been.  3.  vridely  accepted  prcgri::^  vrblch 
helps  transport  Southie's  elderly  to  senior  citizen  functions, 
nedical  facilities,   shopping'  and  other  related  destinations   that 
they  would  be  unable  to  reach  vrithout  this  program.     Hov.-ever, 
additional  orcgrans  are  needed  for  the  elderlT,   esceciaiiy 
those  who  for  nedical  reasons  are  unable  to  get  cut.     The 
Visiting  Nurses  .^ sscciation ,   through  the  Uphans  Comer 
Branch,   provides  medical  and  personal  attention  to  South 
Boston  residents.     However,   they  are  understaffed,   considering 
the  existing  geographical  and  population  factors . 

Infomation  on  population  and  housing  in  '^-"-^  report  was  derived 
froa  the  1S70  U.S.    Census  Data.      Seven  sub-areas  c:  South  Boston 
have  be-en  designated  for  further  analysis:    City  Point  (1370  Caz:.2-':.s 
tracts  501,   502,   and  505),   Telegraph  rJH  (SC3  and  504),    Columbus 
Park  (310  and  511),    .\r.dr^v/  Square  (512  and  512),   West  Broad-.vay 
(506,    603,   603  and  514),   D   Street  (507),    and  the  Northern  Section. 

2.        Citv  Point 


-ac- 


City  Point  is  located  in  the  eastern  section  of  South  Boston 
and  includes  Independence  Park,    the  Chrlstcoher  Lee  Play- 
ground,  Marine  Parit,    Pleas-ure  Bay  and  Castle  Island.      .-. 
wcrtion  of  the  commercial  center  which  serves  the  entire 
district  is  Located  along  Broad-.vay  ia  City  Poiat,    and  local 
nei'^hborhood  commercial  establishments  are  scattered  on 
comers  of  residential  streets  throughout  the  area. 

The  Sea-Land  oontainerpcrt  and  other  port  activity  occupy 
filled  land  aorth  of  .Marine  Parit  and  Pleasure  Bay,    and  several 
heavy  industrial  uses  are  located  along  First  Street.    .T.side 
from  the  Lee  Plavground,    there  is  no  buffer  or  definite 

aei'="hborhccd ,   and  there  is  evidence  of  housing  d; 
along  the  northern  edg=  of  the  area. 

There  are  some  large  single  and  "vo-family  detached  bouses 
along  East  Broadway  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Marine  Paric  and 
the  waterfront;   the  remainder  are  either  wooden  triple-deckers 
or  brick  or  frame  row  houses.    .A.lthough  nost  of  the  housing 
is  ia  good  or  fair  condition,    1,522  units  or  33%  of  the  neigh- 
borhood bousing  3toci<  required  over  il,GCQ  for  fix-up  in 
iS73.      .Accordiag  to  a  City/BRA  survey,   nore  than  25-5  of  the 
'jnits  in  City  Point  were  o'.vner-occupied:   ia   1S70,    this  figure 

^'■" e  '"a'cr'tv  of  residential  struor.ires  in  "he  area  contain 


ncf_uty 


.a  no5. 


-■—    "^7    ■"'3-    ~-    -'-a    i-a--<z    •■-";i      nc-; 


saiie  :iGuse  rar  five  cr  ziors  jears,   ccr:psrsd  vrilh.  the  cistrict- 
'.vlde  fi^wr2  of  52.7%  and  5C%  :"or  tiiis  city  as  a.  v/hoie.     I-ccziss 
is.  Citj  ?ciz;  a.r2  dig'hsr  t^a^  in.  ~c3t  otier  ar2as  cf  Scuid 
Bostca.     The  iS70  z:sdiaii  famil"  incczie  r'or  the  area,  vtzs   (±.2 
secccd  hig-hsst,    ra:is'5d  frcis  23,553  ca  :5l0,ia3),   vrlth  a  rsiahTei:: 
low  oercsuc^g's  (13%)  cf  the  area's  faniUss  sarziizs'  less   thai; 
S5,QCC. 

Telesrarh  Hill 


Telegraph  Hill  is  located  South  ar.d  West  cf  Citj  Pcint  and  is 
bounded  by  Brcadv/ay,   Old  Harbor  Street,   M  Street,   and  the 
L  Street  Beach.     Thomas  ?ar:<  and  the  South  Boston  High 
School  atop  Dorchester  Heights  are  visuall;;"  '-':^— '---■'  fearures. 
The  park  is  now  s  part  of  the  Boston  National  Historic  Par:-: 
which  insures  that  it  v-riil  be  properly  maintained  b~  the 
U.S.   Decartment  cf  the  Interior.     This   should  have  a  ccsitira 


:t  on 


acusizg  stoc:-c  :: 


The  area  also  includes  a  portion  cf  the  district's  comnercial 
area  along  Broadway  and  scattered  local  ::eighborhood  stores 
on  street  comers.      Thomas  Park  is  surrounded  by  single  and 
r.vo-famiiy  detached  bouses,    some  of  the  most  architec rurally 
rotable  buildings  in  the  district.     Jron  this  point  the  resi- 
dential streets  slope  dov,--v/ard,   lined  vrith  low-rise  brio:-:  cr 
frame  row  houses     vrzn  some  frame  tri—le— deckers  aear  the  1. 


,  -A  "■^'^orttT  01  nouses  u 


'^'fVellin'^  units  recuired  iitt-uc   enceedin'^  3*    CCO  in   15T3. 


.=  *  ~^  >. 


area  snows   strong  signs  or  res:cen 


a«tC«^T"  r--!  I 


■cs: 


io^  01   Its   c'::ei 


.    ^T-^^  Q^^^'^ta/- 


-5    Ci     ;.j 


populahon  v.-ho  bare  uTec  ui  the  same  bouse  for  five  cr  mc 
vears.     Telegrach  Hill  has   some  cf  the  highest  incomes  in 


<•-— ..ii 


South  Boston;    the  medi: 

and  only   12.5"%  cf  the  area's  rami 


income  v/as   3:Q,4S5-ill,2C 


:mes   unc: 


Columbus   Park 

Columbus   Park  is  in  the  southern  section  cf  South  Boston, 
West  of  Telegraph  Hill  and  bounded  by  Old  Harbor  Street, 
Dorchester  Street,   Old  Colony  .A.venue,   William  Devine  V/ay, 
Dorchester  .-.renue,    the  Eiipressway,    and  Carson  Beach. 
Carson  Beach  and  Columbus   p-r:<  itself,    a  33-acre  actire 
recreation  field,    are  dominant  fear^^res  c:   the  area. 


^^TC--»c"      — '■— ^•is.^'^: 


a«    Mr' 


.-ir==     -OU5:'- 


ousm; 


-.r-/-- 


hcusin'^  "reject,   one  cr   the  olcest  ui   tne   ^  .  o . 
'Vcil-main tamed .    and  bas   a  zcod  deal  c^  rrass 


:ace. 


:■-%  •) 


—  —  '  a--*  *       •  ^        J  ■ 


sorie  cf  the  long^-tizie  r2sids:nts  have  ^dded  screens   Co  ^eir 

'.which  is  ciiita  pi&asanc,   inciudss  2-4  •=—■"'7  and  a  fav/  sing-ia 
I'snily  brick  acr^crcrss.     The  Old  Colcz.j  locaisd  n.ear27  is 
Esithsr  a^  '■veil-ds£i5:ied  icr  a5  plaasanc  but  is  fairij  v/eil- 
rcaintained. 


Mcst  of  th.3  area's  priva:s  bousas  ara  fr^zie  iripla-dackars. 
The  ^ajoritr  ara  in  fair  conditicr:,   and  tba  rsst  ara  in  good 
condition.     Tha  stability  of  the  araa  is  de=:cnstratad  br  tba 
fact  that  over  64%  of  its  rasidants  have  lived  in  Iba  sana 
house  for  fiva  or  izora  vaars.     The  araa's  :zsdizr.  fanily 
iacoEie  is  low  (So,31£-3a,£o9) ,   and  about  ST^  of  the  :a:niLias  iz. 
the  area  have  incczias  under  5c,GGQ. 

A^dT'iVT  Sg uara 


Andre'.v  Scuara  is  siruatad  Mcrth  and  Wast  of  Colunbus  Pari: 
and  is  bounded  bv  Dorchester  Avenue,   Old  Colon"  Avenue 
and  Wuliaa;  Devine  'Vav.      It  has  a  saaJl  ccn^erciai  cancer, 
".vhich  is  a  ninture  of  stores  which  serve  the  local  neighbor- 
hood and  stores  which  serve  and  sunclj  other  businesses   and 
industries.     Over  the  vears,    the  closing  of  the  John  itJtdrev/ 
School,    St.    Paul's  P.eiiglous  Book  Stora,    the  raning  of  a 
buildin''*  v/hich  housed  a  restaurant  and  unhclsterv  business 
and  the  racant  closing  of  a  ^Z2  station  have  had  a  noticeable 
vlsuai  and  eccncnic  effect  en  '^,i •>  canter.      .An  M3TA  transit 


statton  IS 


■;f< 


^cnteo  "— 


Tne  do^tnant  noustn*^  tvce  is  tne  crame  trtme— decj:cer.   ccnme— 
nented  by  sone  single  and  r.vo-fainily  houses.     The  naiority 
of  the  araa's  housing  stccl-c  is  in  fair  conditicn,   "vith  some 
strucr.ires  in  poor  condition  and  others  in,  good  conditicn.    _  . 
P.ecantiy,   several  fires,   ail  of  suspicious  origin,   have  caused 
great  concam  for  hc=eov.-ners  in  this  area.      .An  estimated  424 
units  (over  half  of  the  neighborhood's   tocai)   required  r'iit-up 
costing  over  Sl.CGQ  in  1S73.      .Apprcx=:ateiy  one  fourth  of  the 
area's   dwelling  units  are  cvmer-cccupied  and  about  52%  of  the 
area's  residents  have  lived  in  the  ;acae  house  '^zr  five  cr  ncre 
Tears. 


Two  kinds  of  conversions  have  been  taking  placa  in  the 


T:\:n-f-z'-'''7    V 


cuses  to  singis 


ijnii*^  dwellin'^s     and 
nts .     These  conversions 


one,   rroa  r.vo-c 

r,vo,   fro=  large  flats  to  sn:aiie 

are  evidence  of  an  increasing  and  changing  denand  for  housini 

in  the  area,    v/hich  nay  be  generated  in  part  by  the  new 

campus  of  the  T.niversity  of  Massachusercs  at  .nearb:-  Columbia 

Point  and  cue  to  national/  regional  trends  tov/ard  smaller 

families.     The  area's  nsdian  familv  income  in  ISTO  -.vas  57,553- 


'^r'^     -,-•     : 


...3      .  ^:- 


:!^    -=ao 


o. 


West  3 r-a.d'vav/Lcv.-er  "^-.r 


West  Broad'.vay  is  Iccacsc  iz.  ths  v.'astsrt:  sectiaz.  cf  South 
Boston.  2=.d  zorthsist  cf  A^zdrew  Scuara.      It  siirrcTizds  the 
"■D"  Scrset  housing-  project  ar:d  is  bcuxided  roughly  by  V/est 
First  Strsst,   Dcrohestsr  Avenue,   Old  Colony  Avenue, 
Dorchester  Street,   West  3roac'va.y  and  T  Street. 

The  area  includes  a  najor  portion  of  the  West  Broadway 
business  distrtct,   v/hich  r^zns  along-  Broadv.-ay.      A.  ninzber  o: 
industrtal  establish— ents  and  oormerolal  •.varehouses  are 
located  along-  West  First  and  West  Second  S:reets  and  n:  the 
aorthv/estem  comer  of  the  area. 


ine  lack  cf  a  definite  boundary  or  buffer  :o  separate  the 
residential  neighborhood  froa  these  uses  has  resulted  iz  a 
section  of  nined  use  alon*^  the  northern  ed^e  cf  the  area. 
Heaw  trucit  -raffic  -venerated  bv  these  v.-arehouses  and  in- 
dustries creates  a  safety  harard,   pollution  and  congestion  on 


•^^t^fl 


streets. 


j.he  ro'.vnousa,   or  eitner  trtmc  or  v/cccen  rrane,   -.^   tne  conun; 
housing-  :ype  in  the  area.      .Although  the  bulk  cf  residential 
structures  are  in  fair  condition     nanv  are  in  oocr  co'*^*^o*^ 

half  cf  the  neig'hborhccd's  housing  Steele,    recuired  fit:-un  "In 
e::cess  cf  il,CGO  in   1S73.      During  :he  v/tn:er  of  1STT-1S73 
this  area  had  been  the  scene  of  .numerous  fires,    some  cf 

tive  housing. 


P.ecsnc  housing  sr-:di= 


sre  .tas   teen 

occasional  investment,    but  also  the  highest  .-ate  cf  housing 
abandonnen:,    deterioration  z^d  vacant  lots   in  Scuth  Bcstcn. 
Th.e  nost  recent  fig".tres  from  the  BF.A's  Open  Space 
Manag-ement  Program  indicate  tha:  there  are  SO   Ci:y-cvmed 

and  four  City-ov/ned  and  30  prtva'ely  ov-ned  vacant  buii'dings. 

z'or  debris  cr  ''^-rr^^'^^d  cars  '•'^hile  the  abandoned  ''^v-'' :'*''''* ^^   are 
potential  fire  hazards   to  the  community.     The  cos:  cf  re- 
habili'ating  most  cf  the  housing  in  :he  area  is  beycnd  the 
means  of  landlords,    and  the  ren:  chey  v.-ould  have  :o  charge 
:o  cover  improvement  costs  -vould  be  beycnd  :±e  means  of 
their  tenants  '.vithout  heio  from  subsidies. 


i-bcut  2S%  or   :he  area's  ncus-mg  'antts  are  cvmer-cccupied 
-jzd  accu:  zZ^-i  z:  zze  '  '  


»-     ;      — oc  '^  i""  ' 


.icuse  .or  ::ve  or  rzicrs  ve^rs. 


c;   tne  areas 


,-ro 


There  is  seme  sbuzflin^  cf  population  ber.vesn  ths  D  Strsst 
project  and  the  • — mediately  adiacsnt  partj  of  ths  V/est 
Broad'.vay  ceishborhcod.      Generaiiv,    '•^''^  sectioz  is  ucdsr- 
gcing'  rapid  transition  fron  a  stable  to  a  rapidly  deciinin? 
nsig'h.borhcod,   bains'  bli^htsd  by  both  the  D  Street  housing- 
project  and  surrGimdine  industry,   and  trucic  traffic  ■.vhich 
continues  to  encroach  on  the  residential  nsig'hborhcod. 

"D"  Street  Proiect  Area 


"D"  Street  is  located  within  the  West  3road'vay  area  and  is 
bounded  by  3  Street,  D  Street,  West  Broadway  and  West 
Seventh  Street.     This  State-owned,   but  City  maintained, 
housing  project  has,   over  the  Last  r.vo  years,   been  plag-;ed 
by  fires,   crime,   vandaiisn  and  destruction  cf  vacant  units, 
and  is  in  dzr^  need  of  upgrading.     The  nev/  Condon  Ccnun'unity 
School,   located  '.vlthin  the  project,   with  its  indoor-outdoor 
recreational  facilities  and  cciamunity  programs  offers  various 
activities   to  oroject  and  area  residents ;   but  the  overall  condition 
cf  the  "D"  Street  project  desperately  needs  massive  public 
funds  for  revitalination. 

.Close  to  33  millicn  in  State  modemination  funds  were  recently 
awarded  to  this  project  for  renovations.     The  key  to  a  success- 
ful furcre  for  •'"''^  project  lies   the  3HA's  nsv,'  management 
program.     The  3HA  is  attempting  several  changes  and,   hope- 
f'hlly,   the  combination  of  these  changes  and  the  infusion  cf 
State  f'onds  v/iH  r.im  this  project  around. 

"D"  Street  experienced  a  net  population  loss  of  z-i  ber.'.'een 
1S7Q  and  ISTS'.     The  area  lost' almost  24%  cf  its  young  child- 
bcod  population  and  close  to  oC%  of  its  jo'csi'^  adults .      During 
the  same  period,    the  area  ^^xzsd  almost  2C%  in  the   IG-IS  age 
category  and  experienced  mere  moderate  gains  in  adult  and 
elderly  pcpulaticn.    The  median  family  income  in  ISTG  v/as  the 
lowest  in  South  Boston,   :j4,5SC  and  over  cCh  of  the  families  in 
D  Street  earned  less  than  ic,GCO.      The  project  is  also  ad- 
versely affected  by  nearby  industrial  development  and  tr*-:cl>: 
traffic  and,   in  rum,   its  condition  adversely  affects  any  kind 

Northern  Section 

The  northern  section  cf  South  Boston  is  a  large,   non-residen- 
tial expanse  of  over  SCO  acres  of  filled  land  extending  nortlt- 
ward  from  Bast  and  West  First  Street  to  the  Jcrt  Point  Channel 
and  Boston  Harbor  (see  map).      Land  ia  the  .northern  section 

'■" s *''*u*"0'^ al  and  commercial  wUmcses. 

Cu^—entlv     develccment  is  cf  relativel'*  lev  densitv.   '/.'ith 
lar"-"*  a''"2as  of  vacant  and  underutilised  land,   much  zz   ''.'mon 
'■^ c «   "^su'te*^   '"''cm  the   ISTo  clcsin'-'  of  tne  Scutn  Boston  ^lavai 


rsst  c: 


South.  Bcs'cn  ir.  carzis  c:  lacd  u^a  and  da-sizj,   "cu;  ihs 
East/"''Ve3t  First  Scrsec  truck  routa  which  ciTtdss  'Jzsiz  is  zct  a 
dsi'iiits  bcutic.arT'  and  ncn-rssidsniial     uses  acs  nizsd  izto 


Tis  Suzissr  Strsst,    Ccngrsss  wicsst  and  Ncrthsm  Avsnu s 
bridg'es  CTsr  Fort  Pcizt  Chsnnsi  prcrida  accass  cc  the  Northern 
Sectisn  frcm  dovrctov/n  Bcstcn  and  points  farther  north. 
Accsss  frcn  tha  South  is  lass  direct,   and  nanj  truclcs  use 
residential  streets  *o  g'ec  isto   this  area.     This  great  anoun: 
of  under-developed  land  in  the  area,   over  3GG  acres  is  close 
orosiziitT  :o  do'.vn:sv<-n  and  the  construction  activitT  across 


the  rort  =oinc  uh 


r"V5-^-"sT    ■""'•^    r^*  a    ^ 


tne  iou: 


ing'  dsveloonent  oressura  in  tha  >rarthem 


Tha  vast  najoritj  o:  land  in  rh.e  Northern  Section  is  i=.  the 
ovmership  of  three  privaca  corporatio-s,   Athanas-.-^nthcnv's 
Pier  Four,   To-vvn  it  Cities,    Gilletta,   and  r/.'o  public  agencies, 
the  Massachuserrs  Port  Authority,   and  :he  United  States 


ovsr  cii2  dsTsiccnsr."  of  zh,t  1 573  sui^lu5   G-^nsr^  S<zT^^z^s 


^'J  W  i-ia     ■■M.IK   ^  —  —  ■*   ■»■       •  •  I     -^-^^     ^     ^       f  -saw  k    -m  •>.«.     _         J    V      •     «-*    -    ■  ■   -••■•    ■  -      »  w  -m.» 

awarded  S2  nillion  to  Massport  :cr  renovations  :o  the  Fish 


PAST  MAJOR  ?U3LIC   ■■OTD  ?P.r7ATZ  DHrESTT'IZZTT   (1S63-1377) 

Capitsl  espsnditurss  i:;  South  Bos  con  using;-  Ciry  bond  iiczsy, 
federal  revenue  sharins  and  federal  public  v.'crk^  funds  bave 
increased  narisedlv  over  the  last  fev/  jears  for  public  v.-orks  ssid 
iziprovenenc  of  public  facilities,   paries  and  rscreaticn  facilities. 
Over  S4  niHicn  was  spent  ber.vs'en  1S53-1S7T  on  street  and  sider.'sH': 
iz:prover:ents ,   rsplacsnent  of  sev/er  and  water  lines  and  installation 
of  street  lights.     On  Old  Colony  Avenue  $i,CGQ,GQQ  was  spent 
betvreen  3   Street  and  Preble  Street  as  shov/n  on  the  naps  beiov/. 

Construction  of  the  Federally  subsidized  Ba^r  Tov/ers  housing 
davelopnent  (152  units),   three  units  of  3HA  leased  housing-  acd  a 
total  of  STGO.GCQ  for  the  Housing-  Inprovesent  Progran  (see  1ST3 
investment  progran  below  for  a  zri^f  errplanation -of  H.I. P.)  repre- 
sent the  aa^or  public  investnent  in  housing.     The  City  invested 
over  SI. 5  zuilicn  to  rehabilitate  the  L  Street  Bath  House- High 
Schcol  Annes  which  was  recently  returned  to  the  South  Boston 
cciESiunitv  for  recreational  use.     Asnrotcmately  .£3  ttillion  v/as 
spent  on  construcncn  of  the  nev;  Tynan  Co:7-^u~ity  School,   ^r^~ 

Over  31  nillion  vvas  spent  on  improv=n:snts   to  parits  ^—d  recre- 
ational facilities,   including  the  B   Stre-et-west  Third  Playground, 
Co'umbus  ^ar'"^     ^  ee  ^lav'tround     Pather  Bucidev  and  Thcttas  Parit 
L  Street  '^.-r'--'-?'  Beach  and  the  Sweeney  Play  .Area. 

Other  uUblic  neighborhood  irtprcvenents  include:      the  reccnstruc- 
ticn  of  the  ^Torthem  .Ivenue  Bridge  and  r.vo  of  the  Si:——e:r  Scree: 
Bridges  v.'hich  are  constantly  subjected  to  heavy  trucit  traffic; 
construction  ^cf^a  ^3TC0^CCQj^o32,spacs  carinng^lct  on_V{_est_Broadv/ay 
"which  has  effectivaiy  reduced  double  s^d.  trinle  carl-ting  in  the 
business  district,   21 .  1^ niilicrffcr  the  construction  c:   the' D"  S~eet' 
fire  station, '"S3  nillion  for  ;±.e  Condon  Ccnmunity  School,   pool  and 
g^-nnasiun:,    and  31,2G0,CG0  for  the  state-funded  Peninsular  Ams, 
to  units  of  iidsrij  housing  (nearing  con:pietion)  on  "L"  and  Z.   C'th 
S  creets . 

The  nost  recent  public  iniprovements  v/ere  ooQ.CGC  for  repair^   to 
the  fences   at  the  "L"  Street  Bath  House;   STG,CCG  for  bearding  and 
demolition  of  -unsafe  buildings;   S2S0,CC0  for  updating  "be  electrical 
systems  at  the  Mary  Ellen  McComack  project;   i40,CCQ  of  Scate 
funds  for  a  wooden  fence  around  the  Day  Boulevard  side  of  Columbus 
Park;   530, GGO  for  the  new  Open  Space  Management  Program  which 
was  designed  to  handle  the  maintenance  and  disposition  of  City- 
cwned  vacant  lots  in  residential  area's;   320, GGG  for  the  P.estore 
program  v.-hich  offers  rebates   "o  qualified  storeou-ners   :o  :i::  up 
their  shops;    iCO.CCO  for  improvemen:s  at  Columbus  ?ar:<;    337, CCO 
for  addirionai  :ree  plantings:    and  31G3,CC0  of  Public  'vorks  funds 
for  nev/  'l^r.-±r.g  on"  "D"  Street  from  Brcadv.-ar  :o  'v.    7:h  Street; 


and  S215,CC0  for  "L"'  Scrss:  frc=i  Brcac'.vay  :o  Da-  Bculavzrd;    and 
South  3cs:c=.-s  2cstsz  Marize  Ir.diiszrial  Park  ".vas  av.'ardad  a  S2.4 

c.     1S73  PUBLIC  prvESTT'iz^n:  ??.og?..a:>!  status 

The  1273  progran  for  Scu-i  Bosrcn  includes  iiiTsstzisr.*  i=.  hous- 
cig',   the  neighborhood  OMsizess  disrric:3,   Opez  Space  Maz.ag3z:e=,:, 
public  facilities,   pari<5  and  rscreaticnal  facilities,   public  works  a-d 
traffic  iziprover:ents .      A  central  eisssnt  of  the  hcusizg"  investzisnt 

rehabilitation  izcentiTe  through  rebates   to  resident-ov.— ers  of 
buildings  •.•rith  1-5  d-.veihng'  units .      Financial  counsahng  is   also 
available  as  v.-eH  as  no  reassessments  on  recairs  are  nads  under 
tbe  progra-i.      A  total  of  S2cC,GCG  v.-ZL  be  aVailabie  to   the  HI?  2C% 

elderly  hczieo^vners  throughout  tbe  zeighbcrhocd. 

It  is  expected  that  in  the  fourth  year  of  tbe  HI?  program:,   orer 
300  eli~bls  bc~ecv,~ers  '.Till  receive  '^rants  under  the  2C'^  ore  Tram 
for  general  repairs,   and  the  5C%  program  for  elderly  (over  £3) 
homeo'.vners .      In  addition,   40%  rebates  are  available  in  the  lever 
Znd.      Last  year,    the  average  rebate  grant  to  South  Boston  bome- 
ov/ners  v/as  approximately  icGO  and  the  average  value  of  rehabuitation 
bv  a  bomecvvner  was   23,CCQ.     The   1ST3  rebate-rehabilitation  cost 


rures.      A  zev/  Housing  Advocacy  Outreach  program  bas  recently 
been  formulated  to  inform  South  Boston's  elderly  on  available 
bousing  programs,    and  assist  •.'.'1th  rental  problems,    etc. 

v'-»  a  O'C'*'*   ^""ac^  ^'lan^ '^^'" e^ t  ^—o'^^a^a  q*5t  .  •  ^'^  ^*.-r*  o''^ar3n^e  and 

comrieted  its  first  Tear  bas  been  vrideiv  oraised  bv  residents  of 
the  "Lo'.ver  Z:::.d'\      A  total  of  S-iO.CCQ  bas  been  allocated  for  this 
^T^^r^-^— ^  \\'''"'Q'^     c^ce  the  debris   —  stre'.vn  lots   are  r^;  —  *•" ^^     '^^'3.(Z—'Z,, 
and  clovered  or  mulched,    are  available  to  abutters  for  purchase  -If 
desired. 

The  Storefront  Improvement  Program  or  ''P.estore'',   a  very  suc- 
cessful spin-off  of  HIP,    v.'hich  offers  storeov.ners  in  targeted 
neignbcritood  business  areas   such  as  Vv'sst-Iast  Broad'.vay,    2C% 
rebates  en  storefront  and  some  interior  improvements   nas   been 
e."ipanded  :o  include  those  .neignbcrhocd  ''"Az  k  Pa'"   stores  not 
previcusl:-'  eligible  because  of  their  locations.      The   13T2   allotment 

-vailab'^  *-— ou'^n  the  Citv's  ^^ei'^hborncod  Business  B'istriot  Prorram 


P-ecsntly  oze  of  ths  zicsz  cccprshensive  szrsec  limiting  prcgrazis 
for  the  Lower  Hz.d  alloc^cac  over  il,CGQ,GOQ  of  Capital  Budget 
acnies  to  li^ht  the  foEcvring"  streets:     West  Third  Street  frcn 
"A"  to  "M"  Streets     -  S270,CQ0;   West  3roadv.-av  fron  '"A^  to  "I" 
Streets  -  2252, CCQ;    ^3"  Street  fro=i  West  Third  co  Cld 'Colcr.j  - 
SI^,GCO;  "West  Fifth  Street  frcz:  "D"  Street  to  Dorchester  Street  - 
2213, GCQ.     Ne'.v  "decor"  Iia;"ht3  have  been  prcgranzied  for  the  East 
Broad-.vav  business  district,   froc  'T'  to  "L''  Streets. 

The  popular  tree  planti:!^  prograzi  in  South  Bcstcz  is  attenptiag' 
to  replace  the  ZIs  and  other  varieties  of  trees  that  used  to  line  a 
number  of  South  Boston  streets  and  has  been  refxmded  (337, GOG). 
Contact  Little  City  HaH  for  further  infomation. 

T'iVo  najor  federal  inves'^ents  planned  for  the  industrial  sector 
include:     The  U.S.   Department  of  the  A'mv  has  av/arded  216,3S1,2G0 
in  federal  f-inds  to  a  Massachusetts  fim  for  najor  renovations   to 
the  interior  and  anterior  to  the  Jarg'o  Building'  and  upon  completion 
it  is  expected  that  the  building'  '.viH  accommodate  additional  Federal 
offices  in  the  Boston  area;   and  22,CGQ,GCQ  in  Economic  Development 
Administration  ncnies  to  renovate  Masspcrt's  Fish  Pier.     It  is 
etnected  that  an  additional  24  million  vrill  become  available  after 
fiscal  vear  19T3  and  forecasts  predict  that  •'"-''^  development  vriil.   in 
the  near  future,   pump  new  life  into  the  City's  fishing'  industry, 
res'ulting  in  2, SCO  new  jobs. 

Of  11  M3TA  stations  that  were  selected  for  Station  Modernization — 
Phase  III,   a  total  of  24. -i  millicn  from  Urban  Mass.   Transit 
.-.dministration  and  State  sources  v.ilL  be  spent  for  expansion  of 
tracic  platforms  at  .Andrew  Staticn  and  g'eneral  modemitation  of 
Broad'.vav  Station. 

The  most  recent  private  investment  v.-lthin  South  Boston  was  the 
P.omanow,   Inc.,   a  nanufacrurer  of  corrugated  cardboard  bo::es 
v/hich  relocated  from  445   ''C"  Street  v/here  it  was  based  for  over 

intersection  of  Old  Colony  .-,venue  and  Dorchester  .t. venue.     The 
"elccation  includes  a  oomciete  remodelin"^     nev/  ecuiament  and 
nachinerv  and  the  rentention  of  fortv  'cbs . 


III.    ??.c?cszD  ccM??.z:£Z2Tsm  >rz:G:-3o?j-:ccD 
?^7italizat:cn  st?.atzgy 


.is  ncs: 


ipcrtan:  cl.-.r.ri-g-  g-oal  for  South.  Boston  i5  to  tirctact  and 


iisprov^  the  1'=,1T0  hcriss  and  apartments  in  '.vhic 


c: 


ic  sccncmic  oro'scttcns 


iOr  tha  forssasabis  fur^ire,    any  ns'.v,   privstalj  financsc  nous- 


ccismumtT  -iva  tocsy.      r.acsnt  strpertanc; 

ing  buiit  vrithout  subsidiss  in  South  Boston  vriil  ba  bevond  the  economio 
rs2ch  ci"  ail  but  a  small  parcantnge  c:*  South  Boston  rasidants .     In  othar 
words,    aach  ncusa  that  btims,   aach  apartitant  vandaiinad  bej/cnd  rapair, 


aacn  o  udi ctn*-* 


'.vea  to 


fsH     P^5-r. 


-n  -.fl^-   -- 


t,   '.vt_L  mean  rawer  nousmg'  opno: 


for  presant  and  fururs  South.  Boston  rasidants. 

Protacting'  and  naintaining'  this  valuabia  stccL:  of  housing  is  not  a  job 
that  aithar  tha  City  or  anv  othar  govammantai  unit  can  handla  bv* 
itself.     Housing  belongs   to,   is  used  and  abused,   by  people.     That  is 
not  to  say  that  tha  government  has  no  rasponsibiiity  for  housing  con- 
diticns.     Z~ary  City  activity  from  assessing  to  zoning  affects  the  con- 
dition of  tha  housing  stoclt.      Stata  pcUcias   (such  as  mainrenanca  of 
public  housing  projects  and  racuiring  banlcs   to  disclose  the  location  of 
thair  loans)   and  tha  Zadaral  government  are  involved  as  '^vall. 


"hare  are  four  na'^'or     incarralatad  clannin^ 


:c  cevaiocmant  :«suas : 


r  1  \ 

(2) 


Basidantial 


.-.ccsss   to  Industrial  Ccemtions  and  P.elatad 


insncrtamon  ?roci 


O-^i^  p  '  AT-.  < 


(■=)     Vacant  and  Cnderutilitad  Land 


nasa  issues  are  aescnnao  senamteiv  .or  tna 
riT'iiS':i^:±i^  strategies  and. investment  needs, 
related  :o   tha  critical  issue  c:   tha  stability  of 
dencLai  neighborhood. 


;se  or 


;v  are 


.,   nov/ever, 


■.s  ooutn  .ocston 


20utn  Boston  ~--^  ^ong  oeen  one  c:   tne  c;ry  s  most  stac.e  rastaan- 
hai  neighborhoods  ••vith  a  strong  sense  of  cozimunity  recced  in  tha 
district's  physical  separation  from  rha  rest  of  tha  City,    its  fina 
paries  and  beaches,   and  its  long  craditions .      During  the  last 
r.venty  years,   hcvever,    there  has   been  remover  and  change  in 
pop'ulation.    and  the  community's   stability  has  begun  to  shov/  signs 


v.ith  young  children  have  bean  moving  cut  of  the  neigltbori-cod  in 
large  r:'.tmbers   cs.c.  the  rsmaining  population  is  grov.ing  older. 
ever  SC%  of  South  Boston's   housir.g  stock  was  built  befora 
most  of  it  much  earner.   Many  of  these  older  houses,    even 
v.-hich  have  beer.  v.-eH- main  rained  on  a  rag-alar  basis, 

for  rastdanrs .      .A.r  the  same   rime     costs  of  rahabiliratitn  anc  mam" 

sarv  racairs     ovmers  '.vould  have  ro   raise 


j33 

ones 
-a  seme 
oblems 


lose  a'^eas 


c—sni   .cin5    ii 
lenr  is  most  n: 


The  lack  cf  a  dsfizits  bouzidarv  asd  sirffar  *o  separats  indusrrlai 
aad  rssidsntial  u^ss  ha^  crsscad  s'aaciai  crcbis^s  aicn'^  tia  "crihar:; 
edge  ai   the  cc=:i.L:ii:7 .      A  band  cf  ziiised  uses  hzs  e:ris-:2d  :cr 
years  alcn.^  First  and  Srcsnd  S^escs  in  both  tb,a  aasiam  and 
v/estem  saoisns  cf  tie  district.     These  areas   suffer  the  inpact  ci 
heavy  truck  traffic  g'enerated  by  industrial  uses  and  ezihibit  signs 
of  housing-  decerisration  and  even  so=:e  abandonment. 

The  West  Broadv/ay  area  has  additional  prcbler:s.     This  area  is 
affected  not  only  by  industrial  encroachment  and  trucit  traffic  en 
residential  streets,  but  also  by  the  deteriorated  "D"  Street  houst^-g- 
proiect.     Evidence  of  housing  deterioration  and  abandonment  are 
frecuent  in  this  area  and  Andrsv/  Square.     Some  abandoned  build- 
ings are  in  extremely  bad  condition  and  suscepcbie  to  vandalism 
and  fires,  which  in  rum  threaten  other  houses  in  the  vicinity. 

The  many  vacant  lots  in  the  area,   filled  v/ith  debris  or  Trrecked 
cars,   are  safety  hazards  and  highly  visible  symbols  of  neglect, 
v;hich  discourage  reinvestment.    Housing  in  the  area  has  been 
steadily  deteriorating  because  of  overcrowding  and  frequent  r.;m- 
over  of  residents  •.vhosa  lov/  incomes  have  prevented  them  from 
majtin^  the  "^ece^sarv  '"e^airs  to  the'"~  -^•^*^A-F•^-^ 


A  connnuous  concentrated  program  cf  public  investment  is  re- 
quired to  stimulate  private  invesimient  in  residential  South  Boston 
and  restore  the  .teighbcrhood's  stability.     The  iicusin:^  Improvement 

first  step  in  preserving-  the  private  housing  stock  of  South  Boston. 
This  program  has  'zs^z:.  most  successful  in  those  areas  •.■••here  housing 
is  basically  sound  and  incomes  are  high  enough  :o  zzzztc.  the 

In  other  areas,   however,   aotably  '.'/est  Broadv/ay,   '.vhers  housing 
^ar ai— '2 j*3no~"  is  oronounced     incomes  are  lov/  and  home  imarovement 
loans  are  difficult  to  obtain,   more  etitensive  rehabilitation  assistance 
is  necessary. 

Current  housing  disinvestment  factors:      iadustrial  encroachment, 

housiag  stock  age,    the  ''D"  Street  Housing  Project  coupled  •■vith 
the  highest  incidence  of  non-cv.-ner  occupied  3trucr.;res  ia  South 
Boston  have  Limited  the  overall  success  cf  the  HI?  ia  this  area. 
The  new  3C%  Elderly  HI?  offers  5G%  rebates   to  those  elderly  over 
53  years  and  ov.'ner-cccupants   (15.1%  cf  South  Boston  population) 
on  a  '»vide  ran'-"e  of  reoairs  *      electrical     ol 
V a-; *-'—  c*     stru'^r"~al  ard  extericr  'vaUs 


•'T-'O"         ^a»*0'-— 1      C-" 


There  is  tne  aossiouitv  tnat  .r  ecerai.  ol—  .tcustn~  assistance  Z' 

5 t'^'.ic iu'*'es .     Ho*vever     in  additicn  to  ertistm'^  HI?  oro'-*rams  . 
-'"*'   '"^'^uir^s   "   g—  a/** r '  bousm*^  oroxram  amied  at  1— "^  unit  m' 


HI?  should  also  iritlaca  a  "rs-estrv"  prcgrs^n  v/hara  zczzscwntr-z , 
who  c=:cs  participa:2c  i:;  HZ?,    aspeciiHv  those  in  inpactsc  -eig"h- 
borhcods  who  ziay  have  credit  problaris,   have  the  cpticn  of  usizf 
sere  HZ?  — csies  fez*  addiciciiai  recairs .      A  ^lev/  HZ?  "~'*ee  ^?*'^ *'^ 
'  •  prograz:  is  =.ow  available  ro  cualifisd  South  3os:on  ho^^eov.Tiers  iz, 
the  northern  rssidentiai  sections  of  the  "Lower  Znd"  and  "?Gin.:" 
side.     The  City  provides  the  paint,    the  hcnec^T-er  the  Labor. 

Over  the  years,   it  has  become  htcreasins'iy  apparent  that  nev/ 
public  policy  nust  be  fcmulated.  to  address  both  problems  vrlthin 
the  "D"  Street  Pro]'ect  and  the  resxiltant  detrimental  effects   to   the 
surrounding  community.      Recently,    the  State  announced  the  a'.vard 
ci  So  million  in  State  modernization  zvjzds  for  the  "D"   Street  Project 
and  the  City  proposed  over  SI  million  of  Capital  Bud^^st  monies  to 
light  those  streets  sunroxmding'  the  project:     West  3road'vay,    "3" 
Street,   West  Seventh;    and  another  nearby  street  —  West  Jifth 
from  "D"  Street  to  Dorchester  Street.     These  improvements  coupled 

Tin-i-,     -i-a    -isff    Ut'"'—  rr    •-<<:rVna^    /^—     "■n"     •>?— oar    Ins*    "•■a-—    ;— r^    3 

continued  tree  planting"  program  vrJl  assure  West  3roadv,-ay  residents 
that  the  City  has  renewed  its  interest  in  not  only  the  project  but 
the  surrounding'  community  as  v/ell. 

South  3oston  as  a  '.vhole  needs  continued  capital  investments  in 
public  facilities,   public  '.vcrks,   and  parits  and  recreation  facilities 
to  restore  nei'^^hbcrhood  confidence  and  stimulate  orivate  investnent. 
.■i-dditicnal  capital  expendirures  are  necessary  including'  residential 
street  improvements,   vest  pocket  parks  v/here  appropriate,    street 
lig'hts  which  v.-ill  add  character  to  appropriate  sub-neighbcrhcods , 
addimonal  tree  planting',    and  development  of  additional  open  space 
and  recreational  facilittes 

-***— ^    i  ~  nr^*'/  ^c'ar^  s*"***^   is  '***    —  j^/.*  (^*  botr   ^omnz'*'*'nal  an^   ~^s'"d~n tit 
revitaiiration .      In  addition,    .-_mtrak,    as  part  of  the  Northeast  Corrtd: 
Improvement  Project,   has  proposed  plans  for  the  constr'-ction  oz   a 
nev/  storage  yard  and  maintenance  compie:;  in  the  old  Southampton 
"^treec  ^^^^'ic'^'  Tard.     This  i^czJSzTf'  would  cerform  ^^"^   recuired 
inspections   to  locomotive  and  car-s .   make  repairs,    provide  material 
storage  space  and  provide  necessary  facilites  for  employees.     The 
resultant  jobs  generated  v,-culd  pro'.-ide  a  ne'.v  vitality  to  .-.ndrev/ 
Square,   but  more  important  would  spur  housing"  rehabilitaticn. 

employment  through  job   training  and  educational  reform  must  focus 
on' South  3ostcn  as  an  important  priority.     The  Job  Training 
Center  at  the  3ostcn  Marine  Industrial  Park  has   zetr.  very  suc- 
cessful in  niacin^  its   recent  graduates  in  relevant  ■■cbs.      The 

in  the  3MZP  area  should  serve  to  lower  the  unemployment  rate. 

requests   should  continue  to  be  revtev,-ed  and  .ncdifisd  as   necessary 

in  order  to  control  land-'-se  problems  and  buil'iing  conversicns  u: 


dl^cilitr  of  zicrt^'^g's  a^d  hc=s 
iaiprovezian*  zicz.e7  a^c  .stizitLlaca  in.T2se:::s=.*  iz.  tihs  ccisziii^iv.   37 
idsntiiTlz.g'  bousing'  zseds,   funding'  prtrgrnss  and  ST^::able  dsvsicp- 
nenr  sitss,    the  City  csn  sncour^g'e  appropriate  new  residenriai 
development  in  South  Boston. 

3.       I^TDIP-Z'CT   ACCZSS  TO   Dn!U5T?.I.-J:  OPIP.ATTCNS   .4271] 
RZLATID   TP-.-U'TSPORTATION  ISSUZS 

Because  of  inadequate  access  to  the  industrial  and  'varshc using" 
operations  in  the  northern  section  of  South  Boston,   trucits  have 
been  using-  residential  streets  for  years.     The  First  Street  tr'ucLc 
route  'vas  originailT  established  to  address  the  problem  but  has 
been  successful  to  cnlv  a  linuted  degree.     Traffic  on  the  truck 
route  itself  is  frecuentLv  held  up  by  truclcs  'vhich  are  double 
parked  or  unloading  or  neg'otiating  sharp  comers.     Although  Police 
District  =6  has  been  most  cooperative  enforcing  the  einsting  truck 

r^llfa<        '^'"'■aTra-^  ^''•^  rr    r"'~"'P'-r-q     ^ '    ' ,  't     '■'ctt^t    pr^.a**    c7-.-a.are     '■^•=•5     'f^sn^r^     -a 

problen;   but  even  if  truck  traffic  could  be  confined  to  using  Che 
truck  route,    tr'-cks  '.vculd  still  be  using  3   and  C  Streets,   '.vhich 
are  nrimarilv  local  streets  themselves. 

The  3astv''*-'/est  truck  routs,  furthemore,    does  little  to  accommodate 
the  need  for  trucks  to  travel  north  and  south.     Truck  traffic 

Southeast  E^rsssv/av  currently.'  travels  throug'h  the  Lower  Znd 
and  the  northern  corticn  of  the  ''Point"  section  residential  neigh- 
borhood.    This  is  the  e^istin*^  truck  traffic  crcblem.     Over  the 
past  fe'.r  rears,   a  few  fatalities  have  ceir.  attributed  to  truck 

former  South  Bostcn  ITaval  .Annez,   .-ov/  the  Boston  Marine  Industrial 
Parit,   for  marine  related  uses,    such  as   the  Free  Trade  Zone,   other 
port  uses,   and  expected  private  investment.      In  ten  years ,   it  is 
estimated  that  2.3  times  as  many  trucks  as  are  currently  using 
South  Boston's  streets  '.vill  be  heading  for  this  industrial  area. 
This  does  not  include  the  development  of  the  vacant  'Pst-z.  Central 
oroperties   the  possibility  of  a  nev/  sports  arena  and  other  private 
'■^zerests  v/hich  over  the  vears  have  ermressed  interest  in  fullv 
develccin^''  their  crocerties. 

Strategy 

In  1ST3,    concerned  South  Boston  residents  requested  a  srudy,    the 
Seaport  .Access  P.oad  Srudy,    to  evaluate  possible  alternatives   that 
would  remove  truck  traffic  and  its  related  problems  from  the 
community's   residential  streets.      In  ISTS .    3123, CCO  of  federal 
revenue  sharing  (ODBC)  funds,   matched  by  the  co--;ponsor. 
-.Tsc c -.3— •     v/as  allocated  bv  che  Citv  ^zt  "^"^   Environmental  Imnact 

.A  series  cf  infcrmative  meetin";   ■•vere  held  at  various  ouclic  facilities 
""e  Bostcn  ".edeveiccment  .A'— thcritv.l'Iassachusetts  Pert  .Authoritv 


nsis'hborh.cod.     These  or2£e::ca.c:cz,  zieecing's   r^ii  reladvelT  v/eii 


replacs  tis  erdsting'  3cs*on  Garden  in  ^e  N'accc  Court  area  aion^' 
the  For;  Pel:::  Channei  g'ained  :h.e  artenricii  c:   Sotith  Bcs'cc  rs5id=n:s 
and  raised  scse  cuesicns  ahcuz  riie  relaciciishin  cf  tie  Seazcrz 
Access  P.cad  Sr^dT  to  the  proposed  arena.      Althcufh  the  announce- 
nsnc  of  the  arena  caize  at  3**   unforrunate  ttzie  d— rin*^  the 
ZnTircnnentai  OverTie''.v  Studv,   the  arena  should  be  aci-tnov/iedg'ed 
and  induced  in  anv  furure  studies.      In  lig'ht  01   this  anncuncenent, 
the  City  initiated  the  Jort  ?oin.t  Channel  Advisory  Ccrunittee  v.-hich 
was  comprised  of  representatives  of  the  3EA  and  Masspcrr,    South 
Boston  conmunity  groups,   local  politicians,    and  taajcr  landlord 
o^vnsrs .     The  con:nirtee  net  on  a  nonthlr  basis  to  exazLine  existins" 
deveiocnent  orccosais  and  announoe  and  cri-icue  future  crcccsals 
to  ensure  that  development  cf  *~-''^  prine  area  benefits  all  ■oarties 
cancemed.     .ALthoug-h  there  is  a  basic  consensus   that  a  Seaport 
••i-ccsss  P.oad  is  a-^dsd  in  South  Boston  it  is  the  City's  contentto- 
that  until  sufficient  clartfication  ex'  the  crccosed  cublic  and  crivate 
developments  is  at  hand,    the  srudy  vrill  be  suspended.      However, 
uron  its  resumption  it  is  excected  that  v.-ith  the  oocceration  and 


»mertise  or   tne  ct 
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c:   tneir  cc 


suitaci 


temattve  v-" •     ce  cnosen.      izs  se. 


a/*^  a*-^ 


ere     serve  ethsttn'-*  and 


omv  ceneiit  the  scutn  —ostcn  com: 

and  the  return  of  residentiai  a^to: 

anticipated  future  develc— ment  but  Vi'iH  benefit  both  the  Cit —  and 

South  Boston  -.vith  blue  collar  ■obs  and  a  broadened  tan  base. 


',vhi^""   *'"'■'"'"— s   *^   T^^^^T* <**'a^   ^nfcrceme'^t  e'"*ort  b™   tne   — c'^'ce 
■vhich  has  been  quite  auccessf'ui.      District  S  police  officers  have 
trinied  the  number  of  citaticzs  issued  to  tt-.:cl<  dnvars  for  failur' 


of  the  larger  trud-hns   firms  have  been  most  ccocerahve  ic  distrt- 


3U 


r^^,~m     *f*. 


true:?  route     mazs   to 


sir  truck  drivers .      .Also ,   addittonai 


zew  ans 
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r.  w  c c.  ri w  L  1  .i     si^^s  'vere  cesf^^ec  to  ate 


'*^vers  aloif-"  the  cr^ 


*"■■- a»-*»  *r*  other  trans oortatton  imrrovements   that  are  ^t'tc.'^d  fcr 

reciacement.     This  State  proi'ect  includes  the  realiitrment  of  the 
Bridge  seme  220  feet  south  cf  its  present  locaticu  '.v-th  ccnstraction 
ccmmer-cing  after  13S0.      In  addition,   the  V/est  Tourth  Street  Bridg-e, 
and  the  Broad'.vay  Bridge  require  repairs. 


C. 
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oroachment  created  a  band  cf  mined  uses  alcrtg  rirst  anc  iecor.c 
Industrtal  and  v/arehousing  ooeratior-s   and  the  trucl: 


lozs,  sc=:e  v.-ith  cnlj  'Jze  fourdacions  rssainisg,  ethers  strev.-z  v/i:i. 
refiisa,  s'^irrcund  the  rsr:  sizing'  he  us  as  and  crsacas  a  doniino  eifact 
that  rssTilts  hi  furthsr  dis'izvas::z:snt  and  abandcz^snt. 


Further  land  use  and  sccnonic  srzdiss  should  focus  on  the  ov/ner- 
ship  of  the  paresis  involved,   their  possible  reuse  and  various 
public  and  private  inzrovenents  '.vhich  are  necessary.     The  2?.A, 
as  the  City's  planning"  ag'ency,   has  currently  revlev/ed  the  ezistin^ 
South  Boston  zoning"  boundaries  and  bave  nads  reccisziendations , 
now  before  the  Zoning-  Co— n-'ssion,   for  furure  nodifications   to  pre- 
vent further  aixture  of  these  incoapatible  land  uses  iz.  the  future. 
For  e^asple,   these  nodificatians  include  reconing"  ail  vacant  land 
adjacent  to  residential  and  uidustriai  land  from  a  nanufacr-irin^ 
classification  to  a  residential  classification.      Sizuiar  reccanendations 
ware  also  nade  for  those  zones  labelled  local  business  '.vbere  the 

classifications  of  certain  htdustriai-busizess  areas  to  a  residential 
ciassificzticn  can  prevent  fururs  expansion  of  zcn- residential  uses 
and  reduce  additional  crude  traffic  that  ezrpansicn  nig-ht  bave 

created.     Cotts'ult  the  South  Boston  <•■ ----'y  groups  or  c"-'<^ 

ag'ency  for  additional  information. 

could  5venr.;aily  reach  'Vest  Brcad'.vay,   causing-  irreparable  harz:  ;o 
the  pre-194C  •.vcod  frazie  housing'  stccit.     The  City,    throug-h  its 
policy  cf  grantizg'  variances  and  conditional  uses  and  other  dis- 
cretionary re'v.e'.v  pcv.-ers,    such  as  design  and  envtrcnnentai  re'."ie'.'/, 
should  continue  its  policy  of  prevanhng'  f-'irthsr  non-conpatibla 
develCw"*" ent  in  residential  areas  and     to  the  ez^tent  cossible     lessen 
the  negative  inpact  of  industry  in  existing'  niited  "cse  areas . 

South  Boston  has  a  lar-ge  amount  of  vacant  land  and  land  that  is 
'^^eativ  'wnderutilized  in  both  the  ind'jstrial  and  residential  sectors . 
The  vast  na-'crity  of  tbis  land  (:ust  'izder  3GG  acres)   is  located  in 
the  northern  industrial  section  and  includes:      the  South  Boston 
ITavai  .-inne.t,   Boston  .-.mv  Base.   ?snn  Central.   Massport  properties, 
—  rthonv  Athanas"?ier  ^  orocarties     British  orocerties     and  ether 
smallar  parcels . 

The  hig-hast  incidence  of  vacant  residential  land  exists  predominantly 
in  the  northern  and  northwestern  sections.      This  composition  'Is 


ised  unon  nuncrecs  or  vacant  :ots, 


•ha   avar?.s'e   «i~e   a'::crox: 


.r    a  .  =. 


l,20Csf  and  the  Larg'est  :lG.CCGsf,    :he  maioriny  cf  •.vhich  once  bad 
residential  3t~-cr.:res  on  them.      These  groupings  c:   vacant  lots 
rang's  from  1  or  2  in  a  residential  block  -^p   to   GG  consecutive  let; 
in  an  area  such  as  ''/'est  Second  Street.      In  the  industrial  areas 
the  vacant  and  '.inderutilired  land  represents  a  lost  ta:;  base  ::r 
the  city  and  lost  job  possibilities  for  South  Boston  residents.      I- 

bers.    and  renresent  oetentiai  for  viable  reuses,    suol-   as  n=v.-  zr.-. 


ay*  f?    t^.VO^if SjHii"'^    tonsil '^       OCSS    S"C3C2    ~'^  <^-     TSCTS^CiOG*        A^V    ^SV*    w23S 

ziusc  -zoz  crsaca  cav/  p-sble=:3  for  zz.^  rgsicanr'-",  ccrr-iuzi™ . 


The  City  aid  Masspor:  ars  ars  szill  inTclTad  i:;  zs^siacicns  on  ths 
f-arurs  dsveiopne^t  of  the  fcrzier  South  Bcstcc  Naval  Aine;:,   zcv/ 
3cs:oi:  Marine  Ind'-istriai  Park,   ccnsishng'  of  157  acrss  and  the 
3ostcn  Ar:n7  Base,   30  acrss,   for  a  containsrport  v/i-h  roil-cn 
roll-off  capability  and  adecuata  containsr  storag'2.      A  ]ob   training 
csntar  and  a  martns  rs^air  tsminai  ars  no'.v  cosn.      A  Frsa  Trads 
Zone  is  planned.     This  Zone  '.vould  ailov/-  companies  space  to  assemble 
products  '.vith  a  local  labor  force  vrithin  the  Free  Trade  Zone  and 
be  exempt  from  Federal  tan  until  the  products  are  shipped  out  of 
Boston.      Projected  uses  at  3i>G?  are  e.rpectad  to  create  seme  3,CCQ 


"^ece^^tlv  three  oarceLs  ccntainin*^  a  total  of  "-S  acres  of  banlirunt 
"^ gr^-**   Central  Hailroad  Oomnanv  crowertv  'tvere  claced  on  the  marhet. 
These  parcels  are  prime  commercial  properties,    the  only  racant 
land  of  its  sire  and  prorhmity  to  dov/nto'wn  3cston.      In  response  to 
the  development  ci^  South  Station  under  the  -Fortheast  P.ail  Corridor 
and  the  possibility  of  an  arena  on  Land  that  the  Post  Office  currently 
leases  for  employee  pari-cng',    the  Post  Office  das  purchased  a 
trian2"ular  shaped  portion  of  land  near  'W'   Straet  to  be  utilined  for 
employes  pari-hng'.      In  addition,   Broderiol:  Properties  has   signed  a 


N-     '^±     =,--<: 
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purcnase  ana  saies  agreement  ror  1~  acres  oi   ftzjz.  t-entmi 
v/ithin  th*^   ""c^t  "oint  (""!*  ^''*  —  ^^   area  alon*^  Northern  .A-venue  for  a 
'"'''' ti*" millio n  dollar  betel  and  trade  center.      j£o''Vever.   before  anv 
devalcpmant  occurs,    the  City  must  concentrate  on  and  solve  e.^nsttng 
traffic  problems  in  this  area  such  as   the  reloca~.cn  of  tbe  IForthem 
Avenue  Bridge  and  a  Seaport  .-Access   P.oad  '.vbich  addresses   the 
problem  of  beavy  truck  traffic  usmig  South  Boston  residential 
streets.      Other  develonment  clans  include  .A.nthonv  .Anthanas'-Pier  -= 
for  commercial  and  residential  uses:    possible  etrpansion  'zj  Gillette, 
development  of  I'lassport's   24  acre  "Commcn'.vealth  Flats"  and  British 
^ *— ^ o e '**" ^ s *   "Qg"^ a^  **•? \   ~'^. ^   'iYar*'^ oustn'-"  develocment. 


In  residential  areas ,    the  Cit^.'  should  continue   the  Greening  cf 

str"-ction  and  rehabilitation.      The  Greening  of  Boston  Program  is 
an  excellent  method  for  individuals  or  neignbcrhocd  groups   to 
innrove  their  neighborhoods  with   the  addition  of  trees,    'ziT.CT.i2 . 


sn 


;s , 


""^  ■   a^i..»— — o^f     ■'"s.sn   carrels  ana  stmi 


borhocd  funds  on  a  3  to  1  basis  and  provide  professional  design 
^^^  ^bmjnis trattve  services   to  helc  imclement  "our  crc'ect.      ror 


rurtner  mtcrmattoa  contract  tne  !_::tle  0:t7 
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>vith,  addiiocal  v-xuds  vrlll  exrand  its  aidscizg'  target  araa.     Tzis 
progTszi  provides   a;:  iiidas  ci   ail  priTste  and  cirj-o'.vTisd  public 


s  loi:. 


lots  '.vith  izjforpzaiozi  en  zhs  slope,   condildon,   and  size  of 

In  scse  ci"  ^es3  arsas  it  nay  bs  dssir-abls  for  the  City  :o  held  i:s 

land  until  sncng'b.  is   anassed  :o  be  sold  as  a  deTeiotrnen;  tarcsl. 


A  proposal  by  the  Boston  ?.edaveicp=Len:  Authority  is  ourrsntly 
being-  preparsd  for  submission  :o  the  State  :"or  Federal  f'unds  for  a 
S2.1  riv.lion  buffer  pari!  'vhich  vrculd  urlize  a  string'  c:  vacant 
residential  lots,    designed  to  separate  the  residential  and  izdustriiL 
sections  of  this  conimunity.     I"  the  ncney  becoces  available  and 
the  Stats  sanctions   the  project,    the  Federal  funds  '.vould  pa^r  for 
3Ch  of  the  acquisition  costs  of  nora  than  SO  vacant  lots  v;hich 
rank's  in  value  from  a  hundred  dollars  to  a  few  thousand  dollars, 
it  is  ei:pected  that  the  City  v/ould  pay  the  reriaining-  costs  throug^h 
Ccrm'unity  Deveiopnent  Block  Grants   (C.D.3.G.).      The  Iccaticn  of 
the  proposed  vacant  lots  to  be  tai-ten  have  been  desired  so  that 
no  residential  structures  are  involved. 


Tr,-r     ■3"s- 


:csa 
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P.ecentiy  the  City  dral'ted  the  "Boston 
securing'  federal  y.i^ds  to  z.d±r^ss   the  problems  c:  •unen:nlo%-n=n:, 
public  housing',    educationai  standards,   health  care  delivery,    and 
oroblems  caused  c^  crtne,   in  four  hig'h  orioritv  neighborhoods. 
Boston's  "port  area"  has  received  extensive  federal  B^A  (Bconoru,c 
Develoament  .--dninistration)  funds.     The  Harbor  section  '.vas 


"    — -fV- 


on  to  cover  rsoairs   to  th 


-i-a  1    1" 


c  :oct  -onf  crycocit, 


one  of  Che  v.-orid's  largest.      It  also  received  S2.-i  nillion  for  site 
•utilities  and  SI.  I  nillion  for  a  fcreisrn  trade  tone.     The  plan  cite^ 
the  deveioanent  oocentiai  of  vacant  and  'underutilitsd  tarceis  in 
South  Boston.   The  plan  v/as  designed  to  secure  :'.:^ds   to  stinulat 
the  deveiopnent  process  so   the  City  and  South  Boston  could  real 
nev.'  ;ob  possibilities.      The  City,   v.'oriting  '.vlth  the  oonmunity. 
should  deveioc  a  Land  use  coamittse  for  those  ±:aortant  areas   to 


'^"utce  future  auouc  and 


ictions . 


TnT.     STjT'E'LIP-Y  ??.0?CSZIj   THP.ZZ   YZAP.  E-tPP.O^TZT'IZNT 
?ROG?..^'I  (1979-1S31)  "  ""    ~ 

A.       C0M?P.Z:-iZ:iS"7I  DE^TZLOPMZNT   ST?.ATZGY 

This  sacrian  of  Che  prcffia  cantsiis  prcpcsais  for  arsas  and  projects 
for  which  chs  eiq:sncir.irs  cf  puhiic  f'ur.ds  az.d  oftazi  privare  supper: 
is  rscozis: 2- dec.     These  sug'^ssidczs  ss-z  based  en  ;±.3  problans 
and  srrarefies  outlined  in  —le  previous  sacdons  cf  r'--'-^  report.      I: 
would  ca  incorrsct  ro  look  ac  the  ideas  presented  in  the  foUs-ving" 
pages  as  either  premises  or  plans  tut  nereij  long  range  reccn.- 
nendaticrls  for  City  and  neighborhood  discussion. 

In  the  recent  pas;.    City  expenditure  has  be-en  =:ade  up  of  four 
coEncnents :      (1}  cacitai  exssndir-res  financed  ot  the  sale  cf 
nunicipai  bends  to  build  or  buy  najor,   long-lasting  fa'Cilities   (such 
as  buildings);    (2)  operating  szrze^sas   (salaries,   paper,   heat,   other 

Grants  :rc=  l-TwD  (CI33G-?ederaI  funds  for  use  by  the  City  prinarii; 
for  capital  e;n:enses);  and  (4)  Federal  Public  Wcrl-t3  i-c:=.c±Z'^  througi 
the  U.S.   Denartttent  of  Cccnerce  for  cacitai  e^rc  en  direr  es. 

Bostcn-'s  high  ta:;  race  and  the  curren:  high  interest  rate  en 
nunidpal  bonds  nake  it  essential  tc  reduce  or  naintain  City  funding 
at  e.2hstin^  leTels     if  eossihle.     ITaticnal  ancrecriaticn  Levels  ttalte 
it  very  uri'ikely  that  the  CD3G  er  rubiic  V/orlts  prcgrnns  -.v-il; 
appreciablT  increase  the  nonev  available  to  South  Boston  in  the 
netit  three  vears  over  '.vhat  it  has  been  in  the  last  r.vc   vears. 

In  the  last  few  years,    the  City  and  South  Boston  has   taken  a 
series  cf  steps   tc  deal  -.vlth  the  prcblecis  that  face  the  cemmunity. 
.'•toney  has  bean  invested  in  tlt.e  Housing  Inprevec:=nt  Prcgran  tc 

revive  local  pride,   alleviate  parlcng  problems  and  create  .-ev/  jcbs; 
and  in  a  najor  s-cz-dj  necessary  for  the  construction  of  a  nev/ 
Seaport  .-.ccess  r.oad  to  remove  the  truck  traffic  from  residential 
streets  and  open  up   areas  for  new  :at:  producing  uses  and  ;cbs. 
The  Naighborhccd  Planning  Prcgran:  vz-th  ''••'^   report  vrZl  assist  the 
corcmunity  to  look  beyond  the  year-tc-year  budgeting  process   to  at 
least  a  three  vear  crcgram  cf  coordinated  investment  of  Federal. 


ids.      .-_ncng  oth 


Uc.T.         -•-•-- 


!roces3  vviH  crovide  more  recum^ 


the  funds  e::panded  and  •."."111  encourage  private  investment  by 
hcmec'.vners   and  businessmen  who  "■■.'ill  be  able  to  have  some  idea 
what  public  investment  they  czz.  expect  to  support  investment  m. 


.s.ssc_- 
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;r\i«^<   ana  strate*^~es 
this   "^cort     nanv  ci    tne  3-*.'ear  recommendahons   deal 
"^ dir**'** " '*  't'."^*'*   ^ "^ ** s e rvir "^  South  Boston  s  irreclaceabl: 
iV  i •" r"   5*—' •■"CT  s£^se  of  communitv .      Because  cf  the 


-'-•.■< 


3  .>. 


lousing 


crease  m   -cusu:g  losses   ut  the  v.-ester: 


--<- . 


Tha  pactar::  cf  abandoned  and  rundcvn  housing'  indicates  the  najcr 
i=adia;e  prcbisris   !±a:  are  ccnrrihuting'  zo  zh.s  loss  c:  bousizg 
units.     These  are  truck  traffic  and  inter-ni^ing-  cf  industrial  and 
rasidsnial  uses   (i.e.,  West  Second  and  V/est  Third  Streets),    and 
impact  of  public  housizg-  projects   (i.e.,    ''D"  Street  and  West  T:±.) . 
In  addition,   biig'it  can  be  saan  ti^dfsi^  on  itself  -  vacant  biiil'ding-s 
and  lots  rh-ar^ra-^'- ?•  their  neighbors  '.vlth  fire,   vandaiisn:,   or 
duaping".     Thesa  factors  are  csrtainiy  not  the  only  ones.      National 
and  regional  trends  such  as:     uneaplcvnant,   high  interest  rates, 
and  skjrccLcating  hcnecA-ner  costs  have  had  their  ir:pact  on  the 
current  sirzaticn  in  South  Soston.     3ut  tha  factors  listad  here  are 
the  ones   that  can  best  be  daait  '.vith  locally  and  -.vlthin  the  constrain; 
of  the  City's  investnent  and  planning-  prograss. 

The  proposed  South  Boston  Neighborhod  Lnproveizient  Progran 
(19T2-1S31)  includes  investnant  iz:     housing,   vzidLr^cz  access  to 
industrial  operations  and  related  transportation  problans,   and 
rausin*^  vacant  and  underucilizsd  Land  to  revitalise  the  nei'-'hbor'" 
hood,    to  retain  current  residents  and  businesses  and  to  attract 
nev/  ones . 


es~  d^*^  * 
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The  City's  najor  ccnnit=:ent  to  South  3oston-'s  aeighbcrhocd  sca- 

aarher  in  this  report,   is  the  nost  effective  nethcd  of  protecting 
and  improving  tha  csnmunitv's   14,170  hones  and  apartments. 

The  1273-31  budgets  for  HI?  should  be  approrcmateiy  :i2£G,CCQ  per 
vaar  and  should  include  tha  50'%  rebate  cro^'^ram  snecificallv  "beared 
for  aldarly  hozzecv.'ners.      .~~s  South  Boston's  elderly  ocpulation 

-.vlil  be  v/eH  received.     Tha  new  Free  Paint  Program  should  be 
e^pandad  :o  other  targeted  sections.      In  the  past,    tha  HI?  pro- 
gram has  enjoyad  great  success  in  South  Boston,   but  an  intensive 

of  HIP  funds  is   the  key  to  its  furura.      This  prcgram  •viil  serve  as 
tha  biggest  housing  stimulant  since  the  1320's  and  strengthen 
South  Boston's  comm unity  sohdaritv. 

rings   tha  "Lever  Znd"  of  South  Boston  and  eihsting  economic 

condition,   should  designate  this  area  a  Neighborhood  Strategy  .-.rsa 

and  concentrate  local  and  federal  L'^:idizg  in  this  severely  detarior- 

ated  area.        (HL"D  Secretary  Harris   recently  sta; 

designated  as   an  NS.A  -.vould  receive  a  coordinated  com: 

^■^'amin - ti'^'^  'or  allocation  cf  HT^  funds  in  relation  to  a  ncn^desi'^ttatec 

e-"""-— "'"d  '"or  both  the  ?'IcCormaci-C"01d  Colons  arcects  to  brinx 
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zhis  pro jec:  arcund.      Hawavar,   iz  spi:a  cf  th±3 


"  ^      "       "    ""  '3S.Z,   tha  Ci^7 


ausc  ccr.ii:iue  'o  f-r.r.al  Capizai  Bxidg'sc  and  C.D.3.G.   noiiias, 
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uallv  as  it  has  prcccsad  for  1S73,   into  this  arsa. 
the  ccnbinaticz,  c:   the  State  inproveizants  vrithin  tha  project  and 
the  City's  outside  improvements  v/ill  slcv/iy  revitaiiia  this  area. 

"or  South  3cstcn  as  a  '.vhols,   r^rura  davaiopmants  vri:±in  BZ'G?, 
the  Fish  Pier     'P-'c^  Central  "rocerties     and  Athanas'   oro'oertT  v/lli 
provide  a  "rarlaty  of  jobs   to  Sou-h  Boston  residents. 

Indirect  .Access  to  Industrial  Operations  and  other 
Transccrtarion  Issues 


As  prs-Tlously  mentioned  in  *'-.-:5^  report,  the  najcr  transportation 
problaa  affecting'  South  Boston  is  trucic  traffic  using  residential 
streets   to  reach  the  northern  industrial  sector. 


._SiS    L._c.-i 


have  created  problems  of  noise  and  air  pollution,    safety  harards 


:or  cniicren  anc  traific  tie-uns. 


iv  Z2  resci~_ni"  tms  orociem 


si:.d  furure  transpaztaticn  problems   that  oould  be  caused  by  the 
deveiocment  of  tha  BT'IZ?  lies  in  the  constr".iction  cf  -*"   attracti^re 
Saacort  .Access  B.cad  ''Vhich  satisfies   the  needs  cf  both  the  ocm- 

v/hich  'tVlll  dacend  unon  it  for  its  e^naccad  future  'Cro*.^'tn.      Addi* 
tional  local  ""^ ^ ^     or  annrorhmatelr   1'1%  of  the  total  oro'iect  cost 
vj-ul  cava  :o  be  appropriated  to  pay  for  final  engineeruig'  and 
dasign  drav.infs  for  the  Seaport  Access  P.oad  Wzer.  and  if  the 
neighborhood  and  Cirr  asree  v/here  it  should  be  built. 


that  currentl"^  suncort  trucic  loads  ui  excess  cf  their  desi'^ned 

rest  of  the  Citv.  These  include  the  ITorthem  .Avenue  Bridare,  the 
^ """oad'vav  B *** '* ^^  an'^  th*^  ^»V.  --ch  ^t'~^'*t  B^d^'a.  ' '- ^  ^u^^  million 
mcdemination  imnrovements   recsntlv  av/arded  to  boch  the  .Andrev/ 


ocrarv  anoearance. 


Vacant  and  underutilized  land  in  South  Boston,   both  in  the  norther 
industrial  sector  and  in  the  southern  residential  sector  can  produce 
large  ."umbers  of  ;'obs  and  broaden  the  tati  base  if  developed 
properly.      In  the  industrial  area,    notably  the  formar  South  Boston 
Naval  Anna:c-.Army  Base,    now  B.'^II? ,    a  oontainerpcrt  :-r.zJz   roll-cn 
roil-off  oapability  and  adequate  storage  areas  .    industrial  uses   and 
a  Free  Trade  Zone  are  tha  ZT-zzcssd  uses.      .A  maior  job   training 
center,    zs.d  maruie  repair  sarvioe  (r,vo  of  of  the  largest  drydoclcs 
on  the  last  Coast  are  located  here)   are  nov/  in  cparation.      The 


City,    through 


inc 


revenues   :hese  properties  can  yield,    and  enoouragmg  nanua'_m 
a'umber  of  'cbs   ihat  oan  be  oreazed. 


Near  ihs  shi'svard  srs  th.2  aiorsnsri dozed  vscizc  ?s:in  CsntTil 
propartias  'xhizh  sjts  undsr  ccnsidsraticn  for  i'urjrs  uses  slGiig" 
'.vith  ocher  priTata  prcperrias  aicng'  :±.2  Fort  Point  r> -=--■='•       SaversI 
City  fiizdizg'  proposals  lilcs  ihe  Boston  Plazi,    coccir.s'anL  upor: 
fadaral  funds,   rscogtiira  tha  davalo'o:r£zt  cotantiai  of  r~-"<-   araa 
and,   could  accaiarata  the  daveiocment  procsss  ovar  tha  nant  fav/ 
jaars ,   providing'  tha  cacassary  incanttva  to  the  priTata  davaiopars. 

Tha  davelopnant  of  ''-•■^  sactor  '■v''',  canaiit  tiia  raglcti,   but  nora 
iziportantiy,    tiia  citT  nust  contin.ua  to  dasigti  and  submi:  nav/ 
funding-  plans  for  Padarsl  ncnias  to  halp  aHavJata  tha  City's  and 
South.  Boston's  unempioy-^ent  profaiaris.     Mora  jobs  and  navf  usas 
on  prs'viously  undarutilisad  land,   can  halp  aal-:a  South  Boston  a 
nore  actractiva  placa  to  live  in. 

In  tha  residential  areas,   current  funding  levels  should  be  connnuad 
for  tha  3?.A's  Open  Space  T'lanagenent  Program  '.vhich  clears  and 
maintains  City-o-^vnad  vacant  lots  and  offers   abuttors  tha  option  of 
purchasing  an  abutting  lot;   and  the  Greening  of  Boston  ?rogTa~ 

The  City  should  support  and  encourag-a  tha  proposed  "Buffer 

and  State  funded  inprovanents  provide  nore  of  a  conirounity  acnos- 
chera  for  *^osa  residents  vrho  nust  endure  safatv  oroblams  visual 
and  noise  ooHurion  fron  naarbv  industrial  usas. 


V.       A??Z^rDICZ5 

A.     :rEiG:-30?j-:ocD  history 


South  BcstcrL  v/as  four.dsd  izi  lc30  as  a  part  c:  Dcrchsster  at:d  v.-a5 
airs.s2sd  :3  Boston,  in  13G4.      At  that  tins,    South  Bcstoc  v/as  a  ■     - 

penini-iia  of  approxiziat2i7  370  acrss  stitsndiz.g'  -crth  froa  Dorchester, 
dcn-'natad  b-  r.vo  oro ::;:'■-■  ent  hills  arc  sacaratsd  :'rczi  ths  Boston. 


■^^T^V-*  «i^  T  - 


by  South  Boston.  Bav  and  ths  Dorchester  Flats. 


South  Boston  rsnainsd  basicailj  undeveloped  until  the  early  nlne- 
tesuth  centurv,   v/hen  real  estate  sceculatcrs  nurchased  land  in  the 
area,   in.t'en.ding'  to  dsvsloo  it  as  a  hig'h  inccca  rssidsntiai  nei'^h- 
borhccd.   In.  1S03  the  first  bridge  connecting'  South  Boston  to 
Boston,  Proper  '.vas  constructed,    and  the  district's  characteristic 
grid  street  pattern  was  laid  out.     Deveiopttent  '.vas  rather  slov;  at 
first,   but  a  nuntber  o:  -.vealthy  Yanltee  c:srchan.ts  built  larg-e  v/oodsn 
houses  along-  Bast  3roadv.-ay  an.d  around  Thomas  Parlt  on.  Teieg:raph 


The  pace  of  develcpn:sn.t  accelerated  in.  the  ISCC's  as  ne'.v  bridg'es 
'.vers  opened  and  the  northern  narshland  began  to  be  filled  for  in- 
dustrial deveiocnent  (see  nap).      In  132C,    the  cnening'  of  the  Cld 
CoIonT  Railroad  croTided  rail  access   'o  dovv~:o^vn  Boston.   Dorchester 


and  th 
for  ths 


Scutn  inore. 


anc  zouncrT  mcustrte- 


As  nor 


r'  v/as  <2*'^'^'"^*~ 


and  industrial  devaiocnent  ennanded,    South  Boston  increasinilr 
2Q^a^2  ths  hone  of  industrial  'vorlters  and  their  f anilies .   nest  of 

•.vest  of  Dorchester  Street,   i 


. nese  lancrers   sactiec  m  tn 


The  Great  Boston  fire  in   1374  broug^ht  nore  •' — -—an:  laborers   :c 
the  already  crov/ded  '.vastem  section,    and  as  3aci<  Bay  was   estab- 
Hshsd  as  Boston's  fashionable  residential  district,  '  South  Boston 
lost  its  last  attraction  as  a  hig'h  income  neig^hbcrhood.     Much  of 
the  peninsula  v/as   developed  during'  ths  1S70'3  and  132C's  vnth 
simple  '.vcodsn  or  brick  row  houses  and  decached  three-family  dv/el- 
'■'■" r*3 ,     "-"^.3  erttersion  of  streetcar  servios  to   tne  southern  and 
eastern  shores  in  13S0  led  to  the  completion  of  the  comm'-utiry's 

other  immigrant  groups,   Lithuanians,    Poles  and  Italians,   began  to 
settle  in   the  area  v/ast  of  Dorchester  Street;   and  many  of  the 
Irish,   already  established  in  ths  community,    crossed  Dorchester 
^Izz-i^.  to  move  into  the  eastern  sechcn. 


Ths  r.'/entieth  century   ~as  brougnt  a  steacy  uicrease  o:   aott~ty   to 
the  northern,   ncn- residential  section  of  South  Boston, 
and  v/arehousing  operations  have  gTf.'.-n  in  siz 
the  railroad  rards ,   ones  so  vitally  important, 
disuse  as  tr'zckinr  and  containerited  shinning 


•  .i/*'*— '  A 


\  grov/tr.  g: 


dsscial  and  ind'uscrlsi  Land  zIctl"^  Lh.a  zorihsm  ccuzdiry  cf  ihs 
South  Bosici;  rssidaiitiai  zaizhborhccd  and  a  hiih.  izcddsncs  cz 


•ucic  cra:iic  on  resicsn 


„„--,i    -._ 


strssca . 


South  Boscon  lost  aincs:  a 


•d  cf  its  ccGUlation  be-va-sn   1330  and 


1270,   and  rscsnc  years  hava  brcug'h*  an  incraasinj  ramovar  and 


t  !:-^  c"(a    IT-     r^  ( 


:OT3l 


iticn  01   r^"*' ^   *ortns*^i"^  azctr'a^alv  stabla  cc^- 


nunity .      Graatas*  ccpuiacion  losses  have  occurrad  in  the  1-9  yaa^s 
age  category  actrtbuted  socev/hat  :o  low  natisnal  birth,  racas  and  in 
tha  northern  rssidential  sections  nos*  heavily  aif acted  by  industrtai 
encroachzient  and  incraasing  truck  traffic,   •.vhich  also  are  charac- 
terized by  detertoraced  and  abandoned  housing. 


Th,e  elderly  population  has  incraased  in  South  Boston;    apparently 
sany  fomer  South  Boston  residents  have  rar^imad  :o  nova  into 
the  fiVc  eideriv  housin'^  orcracts  built  in  the  last  fifteen  vears. 


rhe  Boston  Housing  Authority  has  also  bx 


.T- 


"ee  lov;'  mc 


housing  projects  in  South  Boston,    the  Cld  Harbor  or  Mary  McComac:-: 
Project  in  1S33,    the  Old  Colony  Project  in  1241,   and  the  D  Street 

-  •-]----    —     -  -  —  . 


Although  the  naiorttv  of  South  Boston 
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c.     ccr^E'Hr^riTY  ?-i:=.tic:7at:cn  o??c?.Tir:n7izs 

1.  iNT:ioDUCT:c:r 

Thers  are  z:2r.7  v/a-s  i=.  '.vhich  ^e  Souih  Bcstcn  cc:z^'zzlz~  shapes 
and  direccs   gro'.irtii  •.\nrhi-r.  its  stib-caig'hbcrh.cGds ,   cczinsrciai  =nd 
i:idustr±3l  cancars.      -''^~"~"~5  cr-a-as  aicng'  proper"  linss,   i?— "'-•—■•- o- 
the  Hcusing  Ir:prover:sn,t  Prcgraa,    and  voicLng  ccncsms  a:  zoning', 
licsnsing',    environnsnzal  hearing's  ail  aifec:  zh.t  type  and  quali"  c:" 
life  in  South  3ostca.     Thsrs  are,   however,    sevsrai  cppommiries 
for  GOEiz:i:nir7  acrisn  a*  a  larger  scale  which  can  effectively  have  a 
long"  term  hzpact  on  the  gro'ivth  of  the  cocmimity. 

2.  ZONING  cy.Aiicis 

Zoning'  is  a  leg=I  tool  'zsed  to  shape  land  use  patterns  and  reg-jiate 
the  scale  of  develspzient  v.'ithin  given  boundaries .     The  toning' 
districts  laid  out  vears  ag'o  served  the  cozuzunity  in  establishing' 
residential,   ccz:z:ercial  and  industrial  uses  that  were  reascnabiv 
consistent  in  scale  and  density.      Hov/ever,    due  to  subsequent 
housing'  disinvescnent  and  abandcnnents ,    and  changes  i^  cor~ercial 
and  industrial  demand,   in  seme  instances,    en isting  toning'  has 
beccsie  outdated.      The  conmunitv  and  the  3H_A.  Meig'hborhccd 


Planning'  Denartnenc  have  nade  recoma  en  cations  fcr  the  noc 


.-'-^. 


cf  the  c^'icial  ccnin'-"  nacs  to  reflect  current  land  use  trends 
—  ^se  ^'^nin'-'  '*'*^^n^Z'*"d'^tion*  ""^av*  f-o*-**^*'^  v^^^   g^ '—  ^-■■-■^a/^  *2   th^ 

Zoning-  Commission.     The  procedures  for  changing-  the  Boston 
Zoning-  Code  are  '.veil  established  3^d.  include  the  foilov.-htg  steps: 

(1)  Proposed  toning"  chang'e  is  presented  to  the  5?.A  Beard 
for  approval. 

(2)  BRA  Beard  reconmends  c'-SZi^s  to   the  Zonir-g  Ccnnitssicn 

(3)  Zoning-  Ccnnission  holds  pubhc  hearing  foUov.-ing-  adver- 
tisement and  notification  cf  approprtate  parties. 

(-s)     Zoning  Comnission  can  pass  nsas-are  '.-.-.ih  seven  affima- 
tive  voces. 

(5)  Ordinance  goes   to  the  Mavcr. 

(6)  Mayor  can: 

(a)     approve_  ordinance 

affimanve  votes  of  the  Zoning  Connissior. . ) 

after  15  davs^ 
c r '';     ~'*~"~r   n-^asure  "o  Zottin~  Connissic"    '.'•'iih  recon* 


b.       Ci.az.ga  cf  Zoning  (Prccsdurs  3) 

(2)     Zcnin.g'  rr.T"— -'gj-Tn-   =sk3  3?.A  fcr  rscszi^sndaian,. 

(3-6)     Sazis  zs  Prccsdurs  A. 

3.        COMT-a^l'T'TY  DZ'~LO??'!Z:rT  3L0CZ  G?..^J^^T   rCPI   .OTD   CAPITAL 
3UDGZT   PROPOSALS 

The  CD  prcigrazi  invoivas  ,^e  distribution  of  fedsr-al  funds  :h.at 
coiae  to  the  City  v.-irh  federal  rsquirssiants  that  certain  neig'hbor- 
hood  inrrovensnt  activities  and  citinen  pa.rticinac:on  be  carried  en 

housing',   neig'hbcrhcod  inrrovezier.ts  zr.c.  public  serrlces  in  Ic.'/ 
and  ncderate  incc=:e  neig'hbcrbccds  cf  the  City. 

the  sa-:e  tine  thct  the  CD  budg'et  is  fomulatad.     The  Citj  raises 
C3   ftmds  by  sailing'  tan  ariampt  lcng'-ter=  nuniciaal  bends   :c 
prtTata  investors   :o  fund  capital  bnprovertents   such  as   schools. 
■^ubiic  buiidin'^3 .   car'^s     streets     liirhtin'^  and  'undar'-^ound  utilities 

The  Ci:7'3  annual  prccsss  for  detemining  beta  tae  CD  2^d  C3 
budg-ets  includes   the  foilov/ing  sta::s: 


"-■•—  r*'""  T      —-a.—  '' 


report  on  the  past  rear's  prciects  and  present  the  proposed 
neighborhood  profiles   (October  or  Novembar). 

A  second  neighborncod  bearing  is  beld  to  receire  and  discuss 
neig'hbcrbood  proposals   for  f'-inding  the  ne:tt  vear  (I'cvenber 
or  December) . 


The  Little  CiZ"  Hall  ?'!ana^2r,   Office  of  Prog" 

(0?D)  Prcgrannier  and  3?.A  Neig'hbornocd  Planner  -e^z  :o 

T-aTj^oT.^  fundin^  recuests  ^^c.  oreoare  a  croaosed  IT  ai'^h  be  raced 

Lnarovenenc  Plan  (December  a^c.  Januar'T  j 

The  proposed  Neig'hboraood  Inprovemen:  Plans  are  presen:ed 
to  the  M*a\-or'3  Naignborhcod  Derelopnent  Council  (MDC)   for 
approval.     This  group  is  chaired  by  the  Deputy  Mayor  for 
Fiscal  .Affairs   and  includes   "vo  additional  Deputy  ?''ayors,    the 
Maycr-'s  Housing  Ad-riser  and  Dirsccors  cf  the  3P.A.   Office  of 
Pubhc  Sar-.-iea  and  Office  of  Progran:  Davelopnent  (Jan'.ary  or 


"cor    atcroval  of  *he  irDC     "he  crotosed  Neiihberheod 


■  .i  •  —      —  o  ""^  —  *  ', 


S.       Tie  CLt.~  Couiicil  holds  a  sariss  of  nsis'iibcrhood  hsarinfs  on. 
the  proposed  budg'ecs.      I*  then  approves  the  budg-sts  v.-.:h 
anesdnents  based  on  opizicns  voiced  at  the  hearing's   (March 
or  April) . 

7.  The  Mavor  reviev.-s  and  approves  the  final  Neig^hbcrhood 
Iziproveaen:  Plans   (April). 

8.  The  proposed  CD  apolic^tion  and  budg'et  is  subnirted  to  the 
IJ.S.   Departnent  of  Housing"  and  Urban  Deveiopzient  for  its 
review  and  f'itnding'  (May  and  June) . 

S.       The  CD  t'cjzds  beccne  available  for  spending-  (July  ist). 

STJ^DIA^ 

Planning-  is  an  on-:gci=.g'  process .     ESay  to  day  decisions  only  nal-:e 

rang-e  g-oals  for  the  cormunity's  grov/th,    these  day  to  day  decisions 
and  conprehensive  planning-  prograns  can  reflect  the  values   =z.c. 
desires  of  the  South  Boston  comnunity. 

prog-ram  deveiopnent  are  vital  in  natnnining-  the  benefits  of  a 
cozicrehensiva  oianniiig-  orocess  hi  South  Boston. 


M42         CARD 
B65R 

CWB  Application  for 
Desiifnation  of  WEST 
BROADWAY  AS  a  CARD 


M4  2       Application  for 
B6  5R    Designation  of  West 
CWB   Broadway  as  a  CARD 


